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Queensland Conservation Council
23rd September, 1985.

Postal Address: P.O. Box 238, Narth Quay, Brisbane 4000. Telephone (07} 221 0188
QCC Environment Centre: Second Floor, Brisbane School of Arts Building. 166 Ann Street, Brisbane
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Dear friends,
FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR WET TROPICS CAMPAIGN

As you would be well aware, the campaign to protect the wet tropical rainforests of north
Queensland is one of the priority conservation issues in Australia today. A major step in
the campaign - the nomination of the wet tropics for World Heritage listing - is now
reaching a crucial stage. To be considered by the next meeting of the World Heritage
Committee, the nomination must be made by the Federal Government by the end of December,
The government will not, however, act on this namination without enormous public pressure
being exerted from throughout Australia. This public pressure is mounting but much more
needs to be generated over the next few months if we are to have any chance of securing
a namination this year.

At the national meeting of Conservation Councils and Environment Centres held in Canberra
in July, the wet tropics campaign was discussed at length, particularly in relation to how
the campaign could be broadened to involve more organisations throughout Australia. Groups
at this meeting indicated that they would appreciate receiving more information about the
campaign, outlining how they could participate and what action was needed. Better
communication and co-ordination between groups was identified as one area in particular
need of improvement. Since the July meeting, the major groups involved in the rainforest
campaign in Queensland have been locking into ways and means of achieving this.

Following their temporary employment of two wet tropics project officers in Queensland -
one based in Cairns and one in Brisbane - the Australian Conservation Foundation has now
decided to temporarily extend the position in Brisbane and will be employing Margaretann
Stannard here until the end of the year. One of her main tasks will be to produce a wet
tropics newsletter to be circulated naticnally and the first issue of "Rainforest Rescue"
is included with this letter. It is hoped to be able to produce these on a fortnightly
basis, at least until the end of the year.

While the A.C.F. is paying for Margaretann's wages and administrative costs, their budget
does not cover the costs of producing and distributing these newsletters. We estimate that
printing and postage costs for another six issues will be of the order of $1,500 and we
urgently need your suppart to help cover this. The Tropical Rainforest Society has already
contributed $500 towards these costs - CAN YOU HELP US TOO? all donations, no matter how
small, will help contribute towards the campaign to save the wet tropics.

It would be appreciated if you could indicate on the enclosed form whether you would like
to continue receiving Rainforest Rescue and whether you are able to make a donation to
help us cover printing and postage costs.

Thanking you in anticipation of your support.
Regards,

Liz Bourne
Co-ordinator

QCC represents over 60 non-government conservation and environment organisations throughout Queensland



ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS: SAVING RAINFORESTS AND SAVING JOBS

The Conservation Groups see the management of the rainforests as being integral to the development of North
Queensiand. Concurrent with the World Heritage Listing the State and Federal Governments should commit assistance to
the appropriate authorities for:

1. STIMULATION OF TOURISM

Through the expansion of Nature Based Tourist Activity the rainforests of the region can be conserved and the region
can have a viable long-term economic base.

PROPOSALS INCLUDE:

* The development of an information centre at Mossman for tourists travelling from Cairns north via the Peninsular
Development Road. Audiovisual displays and other promations could be included for less than $%mill. Douglas Shire,
Mareeba and Cook Shire could all display their tourist material and the proposal would compliment the upgrading of the
Peninsular Development Road.
* The expansion of the Palmerston National Park to include the areas of the Nth. Johnstone River and Downey Creek
and so facilitate the development of the canopy walkway proposal. This proposal will provide access for all types of
tourists, including the disabled, to the fruits, flowers, animals and birds of the canopy — the most spectacular part of the
rainforests.
* |n general, tourism throughout the region should be peripheral to the rainforest areas. This enables the core areas to
be maintained in a pristine state. There are a number of passive and active recreation possibilities including bushwalking,
horseriding, residential lodges and water-based activities (including rafting, canoeing, elc.)

2. RATIONAL ROADING

There is no doubt that tourists, industry and residents of the region all require satisfactory road access through the area.
There does, however, need to be a rational approach to the provision of access in the region. Recently a number of ill
advised roading programs have shown just how much damage can be caused by poorly designed and executed roads.
* The present bitumenising of the Peninsular Development Road to Cooktown should be hastened.

* The Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield Road is a complete disaster, even the Minister for Roads, Russ Hinze, admits this.
The road should be closed and revegetated.

3. REAFFORESTATION
A proposal has been put forward by some cane farmers to the Queensland Forestry Department and the Queensland
N.P.W.S, for a pilot scheme to plant cabinet timbers on uneconomic sugar farms. This proposal should be adopted and
expanded to cover all marginal farming areas. Subsidies should be provided to help retool the north Queensland timber
mills for plantation timbers. In the short term, logging in virgin stands should cease.

4. RAINFOREST RESEARCH

There should be increased funding for rainforest research and the C.S.1.R.0O. Tropical Research Centre at Atherton
should be upgraded to the level of it being a centre for Rainforest Research in both Australia and South East Asia.

WORLD HERTTAGE RAINFOREST

MAHTIR TN KTLALD HAINLOKD S

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY, 66 TURBOT STREET. BRISBANE, QL. 4000.
PHONE: 229453} ; 2294178

*That this area is amply qualified biologically for World
Heritage status is beyond doubt. Within this area are all
the relicts that we have left of the great forest that
covered Australia and parts of Antarclica up until 15
million years ago.”

P.M. Raven,

Director,

Missouri Botanical Gardens

Reef and Rainforest
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WORLD HERITAGE QUALITY RAINFOREST

The Australian Heritage Commission recommended the wet
tropical rainforests between Townsville and Cooktown for World
Heritage listing in 1984. A report prepared for the Commission
had found that the region includes:-

* 13 families of primitive flowering plants — the highest
concentration on earth;

* elements of plant life that relate to the four major stages in
earth’s evolutionary history, cating back more than 35 million
years,;

* a rare association of fringing coral reefs and rainforested
coastline in the Daintree area;

* 62% of Australia’s butterfiies, 60% of our bat species, 30% of
our marsupial species, 28% of our frog species. 23% of our
reptile species, and 18% of our bird species in only 0.1% oi the
Australian landmass;

* the only remaining recognized Australian Aboriginal
rainforest cufture.

International scientists’ comments on this report include:-

“"World Heritage listing is highly justified. The region is really a
priceless and irreplaceable possession of mankind as a whols. A
disturbance and destruction of the rainforest region of Northern
Queenstand would be a global fraud to the future of mankind as a
whole.” P. Endress, Professor of Systematic Botany, University
of Zurich.

THE CURRENT SITUATION

The most serious threats to this heritage include:-

* | OGGING

The North Queensland timber industry, based on logging of
virgin timber, has been in operation for some hundred years
and is approaching a crisis point. The Queensland Forestry
Department has stated that it must cut the timber harvest by
46% in 1986 — even this reduced volume will only be possible
with logging of the few remaining virgin forests of Downey
Creek, Upper Russell River and Greater Daintree.

* ROADING OF THE DAINTREE COASTAL WILDERNESS
Siltation from the roadworks is degrading and may destroy the
fringing reef at Cape Tribulation. The road itself has destroyed
ihe wilderness value of the region which is Australia’s last
coaslal rainforest wilderness. The roading of the National Park
and the timber reserve will allow the possibility of logging.
mining and real estate development.

# REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT
Aimost all the remaining lowland rainforest is on private land
and much of it has been subdivided into one hectare allot-
ments. Clearing of these allotments to provide access and
homesites, if allowed will ullimately destroy the raintorast.

* MINING
Tin mines are being developed in the Roaring Meg area and
areas of the Greater Daintree Park Proposal. These have a
destructive etfect on the scenery and ecology.

AUSTRALIA'S RESPONSIBILITY TO
PROTECT THE RAINFOREST

QOUR INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION:

The Federal Government, as a signatory to the World Heritage
Convention, has an international responsibility to identify, list
and protect Australia's World Heritage areas. The World Heritage
List is a register of those areas of the world which are of
outstanding universal value to all pecople. Such areas already on
the List are; the Great Barrier Reef, the Chartres Cathedral, the
Serengeti Plain, the Pyramid Fields of Egypt, and the Grand
Canyon.

Under the Convention, each State Party (a country signatory to
the Convention) is required to do all it can to ensure the
“identification, protection, conservation, preservation and
transmission to future generations” of its natural and cultural
heritage.

AUSTRALIAN LEGISLATION:

The World Heritage Properties Conservation Act, 1983, gives
effect to the Convention in Australia. The Act provides protection
to places declared by regulations to form part of the natural or
cuttural heritage This Act was used to stop the damming of the
Franklin River and could be used in the same way to save the
rainforests of North Queensland, if the Federal Government
chose to do so.

The Federal Government has refused to fulfill its duty to protect
the rainforests. It has said it will only nominate the region if the
Queensland Government agrees. The Queensland Government
has refused to co-operate, instead it continues to threaten the
World Heritage sile by logging the last remaining virgin areas
(including the outstanding rainforests of Downey Creek),
roading the Daintree coastal wilderness and damaging the rare
coral iringing reefs, allowing mining, clearfelling tor agriculture
and real estate subdivision.

These policies are destroying our heritage, and our economic
future. World Heritage listing would bring animmediate increase
in tourism as areas on the list automatically become tourist
‘meccas’. Properly managed tourism will be a sustainable, labour
intensive industry. The industries currently destroying the
rainforests are aiso destroying any chance of continuing an
international tourist industry based on the attraction of these
unique rainforests. When the forests are logged out, the logging
jobs will also be gone.

0

WHAT YOU CAN DO!

Public support tor the
protection of the wet tropical
rainforests is critical if the
Federal Government and the
Queensland Government are
to change their policies.

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
to write to the politicians and
tell them that they must act to
save the rainforests.

WHAT ARE
YOU

DOING
ABOUT IT?

SOME POINTS FOR YOUR LETTERS:

* The wet tropical rainforests between Townsville and
Cooktown must be nominated for World Heritage Listing.

+ The Queensland Labor Party has called on the Federal
Government to nominate the area and establish a Statutory
Authority to ensure appropriate management.

* Logging must cease in the rainforests.

* The North Queensland timber mills shoultd receive subsidies
to enable them to retocl so as to be able to mill plantation
timber.

+ Timber plantations should be established on marginal
farmlands.

* increase funding into rainforest research.

* The Cape Tribulation-Bloomfield Road should be closed and
revegetated so as to protect the rainforest and fringing reef.

* The Mulligan Highway {Peninsular Development Road) to
Cooktown and Weipa should be upgraded so as to provide
better road access to ALL the residents of Cape York
Peninsula.

* Tell them that your vote at the next etechion will depend upon
them saving the rainforests.

REMEMBER: Always ask questions of politicians as they are
obliged to answer them,

Please write to:-

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS
(State and Federal)

In addition, you could also write to:

The Minister For The
Environment,

The Hon. B. Cohen,

Partiament House,

CANBERRA, ACT 2600

The Opposition Leader,
Mr. N.G, Warburton,
Parliament House,
BRISBANE, Qid. 4000

The Minister for Forestry,
The Hon. W.H. Glasson,
Parliament House,
BRISBANE, Qld. 4000

The Prime Minister,
The Hon. R.J.L. Hawke,
Parliament House,
CANBERRA, ACT 2600

The Premier of Queensland,

The Hon. Sir Joh. Bjelke-Petersen,
Parliament House,

BRISBANE, Qld. 4000

The Liberal Leader,
Sir William Knox,
Parliament House,
BRISBANE, Qld. 4000



CONING EVENTS

#%D0 |T FOR DAINTREE RALLY- 12.30, 12th OCTOBER. Sydney Town Hall.March to Hyde Park.
Speskers- Bob Brown MLA Tas.; Mr BobCarr, NSW Minister for
Environment, snd Diene Cilento.

*®BRISBANE RALLY-{enative date, 30th November.

®RPUBLIC MEETING , BRISBANE to launch the Auslralian Her ilage Commission Repor{ which will be
published in book form. Orgenised by 1he Rainforest Conservation
Society of QLD.

i you have any events {o add to this column, please let the Editors know.
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66 TURBOT ST., BRISBANE 4000. (07) 229 4533
— 22 SEPTEMBER 1985

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ARE THOSE
T WET Pl PAl

AUSTRALIAN CONSERYATION FOUNDATION
66 Turbot 5t 6728 Blenferrie Rd
BRISBANE 4000  HAWTHORN 3122
07-229 4533 03-819 2888

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

66 Turbot 5t., 362 Pitt St.,
BRISBANE 4000  SYDNEY 2000
07-229 4533 02-267 7929

R I | F 1 SOCIETY

RAINFOREST CONSERVYATION SOCIETY OF QLD
15 Colarado St CMC 5918
BARDON 4065 CAIRNS4870
07-369 6352 070-511 204
RY COUNCH
P.0.BOX 238
NORTH QUAY 4000
07-2210188
WILDLIFE PRESERY, 1ETY OF NSLAN
BRISBANE INNISFAIL CAIRNS TULLY
8 Clifton 5t £.0. BOX 750 P.0Q.BOX 1350 P.0O.BOX 77)
Petrie Tee., INNISFAIL 4860 CAIRNS 4870 TULLY 4854
BRISBANE 4000 070-612 687 070-551 869 070-665 528
07-369 4586

EDITORS M. STANMNARD, Australian Conservation Foundation
H. ABRAHAMS, The Wilderness Society

ARTICLES AND SUGBESTIONS MOST WELCOME

Definition of Rainforest: A configuration of tropical vegetation piented by the devil to obsiruct ihe
course of western civilisation. (QLD Senate candidate- FAST BUCKS).

AYS \

WE

Npﬁe‘ “ES‘S
NONMIN T (EORE D
‘xogov\cﬁng\‘!etﬂs"‘“

OF NOT s Rovno®
\Ho"\phgﬂ e

SSCUE |

DEAR FRIENDS,

This is the first of 8 series of forinightly Rainforest campaign newsletters produced by rainforest
consarvation interest groups in Brisbane. Tha cover ing letter from the Queensiand Conservation
Council explaings how this newsletler came about.

The primary aim of RAINFOREST RESCUE, is to urge you to join with us in actively campaigning the
Commonwealth government for the next 3 months to nominate the Wet Tropical Rainforests
for World Her itage Listing.

Rainforest protection is Australia’s Number | national conservation issue. The Wet Tropical
Rainforest issus has had axcsllent publicity this year with the collepsing of the disestrous Cape
Tribulation to Bloomfiald road and the vigll gver Downey Creek logging. However other threats to the
Wet Tropics are numerous. Some of thess are:

= logging the virgin forests of Windsor Tableland, Woopin Creek, Mount Lewis, Mount Spurgeon.,

* wige spread tin mining in the Greater Daintree area

* roading and real estate development, in particular | hectare subdivisions north of the Daintree

river,

Less {han 14,000 ha of accessibie virgin rainforest are left in North Queensland and much of this wilt
ba logged by 1986. The situatien is urgent and yet the Commonwealth is failing lo take
actlon.

Almost a year ago the Commonwealth's advisor on Heritage matters, the Austranan rerilage
Commisicn, recommended the Wet Tropical Rainforests of North Queensiand for nomination as 8 World
Heritege ares, Their report shows the outstanding universal significance of these rainforests i.a. the
North Queensland rainforests are different to all others in that they represent a concentration of
refugia areas where Mowering plants have survived continuously for over 100 miltion years.

The Commowsalth Is refusing to take the advice of the Commisston and may well damage Australlg's
international reputation in Netural Her itege matters. Australia is o perty lo the Convention
concerning the Pratection of the Worid Cultural and Natural Heritage ( World Her itage Convention) and
s0 has an international legal reponsibility te protect outstanding natural environments, The Australian
High Court has set a precedencs to uphold this lagal duty as a result of the South West Tasmania issue.

Calls from within Australis and oversess have been made an the Commonwenlth to take immediate
aclion. A iarge body of international scientists and their organisalions recognise the urgency of the
situation ( as ingicated in the article on page 3. ). As well, {he Queensland ALP State Council recently
passed & resolution urging the Commonwealth to nominate the Wet Tropical Rainforests for World
Heritage by the 31st of December this year.

The Commonwaalth government tan no longer paint a picture of electoral disaster for the Queensland
ALP if unilateral nomination was to take place, which has been their argument to date. Clearly the
Commonwealih has a mandate to nominate the Wet Tropicat Reinforests for Wor-id Heritage, Lt is
equally clear the Queenslend government will nol initate the nomination al this stage.

We urge you {0 join us in Queensland, and call on the Commonwealth to nominate the Wet Tropical
Rainforests of North Queensiand as a World Heritage area by 3 1st December this year.



NEW PARLIAMENT HOUSE USES RARE RAINFOREST TIMBERS.

The Wilderness Sociely Brisbane has, through the Freedom of Information Act,3 found that the
Parliament House Construction Author ity has plans (o use 8 wide range of rare rainforest trees in the
new Partament House, Some of Lhe species chesen include, Stiver Ash, Black Bean, Blush Tulip Oak,
Silky Oek, Red Ceder. The use of World Heritage quality rainforests from Norih Queensland for the
Parliament House is to be condemned. By purchasing rainforest timbers, the Federal Gavernmen! is
actively supporting the logging industry, an industry doing irreparable damage to North Queensland
rainforests.

The insansitivity of the Faderal ALP government to rainforest conservalion was clesr in 8 statement
made by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment, Barry Cohen, concerning this matter. The
justifcation for the use of rainforest timber was that rainforest trees would come from oreas
already being logged. The Minister neatly skirted over the issue of irrepairable damage to the
rainforests caused by such logging. Letters {rom the members of the Joint Parliamentery Committee
on the construction have generally replied in a similer fashion but adding that reputable contractors
would be taking trees from areas controlled by the Queensland Forestry Depariment.

The best advertisement for consumplion of rainforest trees is the $580 million Parlisment House.
This can only benefit companies |1ke EMAIL whose subsidary FOXWOOD are logging North Queensland
rainforests.

Australia has so little virgin rainforest remaining that it could be said that logging
the rainforests {s akin to skinning koalas for seat cavers.

A] E? f @M I \T}E?n?e(g:\:ﬂwtee an New Parliament House,

. . Parliament House,
‘Express your dismay by writing 0 canpeRra 2600

ENAIL BOYCOTY

The major sawmilling compaay invelved in logging the virgin Wet Tropical Rainforests of North
Queensland is FOXWOOD whose parent company is EMAIL.

FOXWOOD have been milling rainforest timbers in NQ for a number of years. Currently they have
mills in Ingham , Innisfail, Cairns, and Mareeba. However because of dwindling resources of virgin
rainforests many of 1hese have been clased. Problems have arisen for sawmilling workers with recent
closures of mills in Townsville and Lhe sawmitling section in Innisfail. [t appears that the workers are
not receiving redundancy payments (Australian Worker 28/2/85). Rumors suggest that the Mareeba
mill may close at the end of this year .

EMAIL as the parent company of Foxwood, is responsible for exploiting the Wor 1d Her itege quality
rainforests of North Queensland in areas such as DOWNEY CREEK

Conservationists are asked by Lhe The Wilderness Soclely and the Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland, to join in a consumer boycott of EMAIL, the large Whitegoods manufacturer of
Wastinghouse end Kelvinator refridgerators, stoves,and washing machines.

By boycotting EMAIIL products , you can express yvour concern sbout their involvment in logging
rainforests. Companies such as EMAIL are keen ta present 8 good corporate image and a publicised
hoyeolt will ensure that Australians are aware of Lhe fact that Email is responsible for destroying one
of Australia's priceless natural environments,

Public pressure on companiss is as important as pulting pressure on governments who condone the
logging of rainforests.

ACTION § e eaiie.

Joynien Ave,,
WATERLOC 2017,

* * PRESS UPDATE * *

H is the intention of this newsletter to give a brief news summary, slong the lines below. Obvicusly
this, the first edition, has a selection of key press stories, some long stending.

Future issues will sumarise, from a renge of papers, the current press relesses. Should your local, or
state paper have a story. Pleass send us 8 copy 50 we can sumariss it

Sewmillers combine to market North's Timber. CAIRNS POST 22/5/85 P3.

A new organisation of North Queensland sewmillers, NORWOOD, hes been established to streamiine the
marketing of rainforest timbers. The Morth's thres biggest sswmilers, Fxwood, Rankin Sros, and
Associated P lywood Suppliers expact to heve annual sales of aproximately $3.5 million, through the
joint venture.

Rare trees to fall far new Parlt. SYONEY MORNING HERALD 12/08/85 PS.

This article reteases the Wilderness Society Bne Infarmation gained through the Freedom of
Information Act. Calculsted that 41ha of forests will be exploited on the new Parlisment House. The
species {o be used and relative amounts are listed.

Parit House plan ‘threat to forests’. COURIER MAIL 13/08/85.
Similar to article above but not as comprehensive, Uuote from Martin Tenni {Q1d Minister for
Environment) that the logging of the timbers would have to be carefully supervised. -

Daintres road 1n bad shape but there to stay. COURIER MAIL 14//08/85. PS

Qid Minister for Main Roads, Russ Hinze, travelled the roed. He said $ 10 mill would be needed to make
road safe. Also $80 mill would be needed Lo make the road to highway standard. He accepted the advice
of senior Main Roads Deptarment engineers who said that the road was badly designed, badly allgne-:l and
would be financially impossible to kesp up

Logging Halt Catl CAIRNS POST, 22/08/85 P3

The prestigious Amer ican Socisty of Mammalogists with members from 60 different nations has
unanimously passed a resoiution ...expressing major concern for e future for Cueensland's wet
tropical rainforests.

Qld minister defends using reinforest wood. SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, 24/08/85.P 3
Federal Minister for the Envirenment Barry Cohen’s reply to the SMH articleof 12/08/85. He
confirmed the use of the timber. The rainforest timber would come from long held stocks and areas
slready being logged, he said. Bne TWS response that ‘™Mr Cohen is defending the use of rainforest wood
in parliamant as the Canadian Govt has justifted the clubbing to death of beby fur sesls - it was alrighi
because the seals were coming from comer cial areas already being clubbed’.

New rainforest tourist area is under scrutiny. COURIER MAIL 30/08/8S.

Discussion of converting 8n erea of 14,50:0ha near the Plamerston National Park into a new National
Park. Proposal annpunced by Forastry Minister, Mr Glasson who wants to incorporaste the Downey
Walkway proposal in this new park area.

Quesnsland ALP sets deadline for protection of rainforests. SYD MNGHLD. 10/09/85P3
Announcement of the O1d State Council of the ALP passing a motion calling on the Federal Government to
nominate the Wet Topics prior toDec 3t 1985, ALP secretry Peter Beatie called the Qld State Govt
attitude as ‘gung ho' about tearing up rare rainforest irees.

Articlas on the rainforest issues have appeared in the most recent edition of Science,andthe 8 8 C
Wildlife Magazine. Articles are shortly to be published in Ambio and Simply Living.

Thers 15 also suport for rainforests within the Australian schaols system.The Yictorian Education
Departiment will distribute the Bellamy Yideo to all schools, N.5.W. has a tourse on rainforests at all
schools, and 5.A. Geography Teachers will advertise the Belamy Yiden to al! schools.



The Minister for Arts, Her-itoge and Environment, Barry Cohen, will soon snnounce the relesse of the
Rainforest Working Pary Report for public viewing . This report is the resuit of meetings between the
Qld and NSW State governments, Timber Industry representatives, Conservationtists and the
Commanwealih government. The conservalion movement will welcome the report but see it as onty a
first step of many that sre reguired for the management of rainforests in Australia. Public comment is
apparently welcomed but will not alter the repori. However we have been informed that such comment
will be teksn into consideration when the submission goes to Cabinet.

HOW YOU CAN HELP CONSERVE THE RAINFOREST
Support from all sources is needed to save the Rainforests of north Queensland. As the decission 1o
nominate the area for world herilage is a political one it means the debate must cccur in that arena. As
politicians usually regard that, for each letter of protest they recieve, there are another 100 people
thinking likewise. To wrile o letier is the single most significent thing you can do.
Same polnls te Include in your letter.
* Your distress at the Governments failure to nominate this erea for World Heritage Listing.

# That the Oueenslend Labor Party has called on the Federal Government to nominate the area and
establish a Statutory Author ity to ensure appropriate management.

#* Your extreme concern at the continuation of logging in the remaining virgin rainforest aress such
as Downey Creek 8nd the Wingsor Tableland.

# The need for a plantation industry of rainforest cebinet tres farms in North Cueensland.
# The urgent need for additional funding for Rainforest resserch.

# The need for the tourist potential of the rainforest areas to be realised and for appropriste
management plans developed and implemented.

# The Mulligan Highway ( Peninsular Development Road) to Cooktown should be upgraded 5o as to
provide better road access Lo ALL the residents on Cape York Peninsula.

We suggest thet you write t: YOUR LOCAL MEMBER (STATE AND FEOERAL )
1n addition you could writs ig:

The Prime Minister, The Minister for the Environment,
Tha Hon, R.J.L. Hawks, The Hon. B. Cohen,

Parltament House, Par Hament House,

CANBERRA 2601, CANBERRA 2601.

The Premier Of Queensland, The Opposition Leader (Q1d)
The Hon. Sir J. Bjelke-Patersen, Mr N.G. Warburton,
Parliament House, Parliament House,

BRISBANE QLD 4000, BRISBANE QLD 4000.

The Minister for Forestry, The Premier of N.5.W.,

The Hon. W.H. Glasson, The Hon. N. Wran,

Parliament House, Pariiament House,

BRISBANE 4000 SYPNEY 2000

X ALSO WRITE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OF YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPERS




QUEENSLAND ALP SUPPORTS
IMMEDIATE WORLD HERITAGE LISTING

The follewing resolution was passed by (he Quesnsland State ALP Council, 7th September , 1985

THAT THIS STATE COUNCIL CALLS ON THE COMIMONWEAL TH TO NOMINATE BY DECEMBER 315F
1985 THE WET TROPICAL RAINFORESTS OF NORTH QUEENSLAND AS A WORLD HERITAGE AREA AS
RECOMMENDED BY THE AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION [N NOYERBER 1984,

AS WELL THE COMMONWEALTH SHOULD { EGISLATE FOR A STATUTORY AUTHORITY TO DEVELOP AND
IMPLEMENT MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR PROTECTION ON THESE FORESTS,

THIS MOTION 1S TO BE CONVEYED TO THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT AS
WELL AS THE PRIME MINISTER,

This same mot1on was passed by the Federal Divisional Executive (FDE) of Brisbane, 23rd
Augusl, 1985, A similar motion was passed on 2nd June 1985 by the FDE of Leichhardt.The
Federal seat of Leichhardt currently held by the ALP's John Gayler , contains 30% of Australia’s Wet
Tropicat R ainforests. These resolutions from the Queensiand ALP clearty indicate the support within
Queensland for Federal Government aclion on this issue.

The Queensland ALP do not view unilateral action by the Federal Government in nominating the Wet
Tropical Rainforests for World Heritage as elaclorally damaging. On the contrary, the Queensland ALP
see the preservation of the rainforests as an efectoral sdvaniege. Both Queensland ALP and the NSW
ALP can sea that there are votes for them in rainforest conservation.

Secretary, The Prime Minister.
A] f?/@” / Queensland Branch, The Hon. R.J. Hawke,
Australian Labor Party, Parliamani House,
write letters of support to; ROssSt, CANBERRA 2600
NEWSTEAD 4006
A N P FOR WET TROPICAL NOMINATH

SUPPORT COMES FROM A NUMBER OF ORGANISATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

The American Society of Mammalogists, representing 60 countries has passed a resolution expressing
its concern for the state of the Queensland Rainforests.

Australian and New Zealand Association for 1he Advancemant of Scienca, (ANZAAS). At their most
recent meeting on the 27/8/85 a resolution was passed that, "....\he Commonwealth Government
should nominate the Reinforests for inclusion on the World Heritage List......that sl necessary steps be
taken to ensure the protection of the tropical rainforests of Norlh Queensland.”

Californian Palm Socisty, have written to the Federal Gover nment expressing their concsrn for the fan
palms of the lowland tropical rainforests of nor th Queenslend.

Leading botanists sround the world have also given their support, notably Dr. P. Endress, Professor of
Systematic Bolany, University of 2urich, Dr P.H. Raven, Director of the Missour{ Botenical Gardens,
and David Bellamy the noted British botonist.

A E 7 / @M ﬂ Do you know anyone 11ving overseas

who could write a support letter ?




Please complete and return to:

Queensland Conservation Council,
P.O. Box 238, ;
North Quay. 4000.

Name of Organisation

Address

We do / do not wish to continue receiving the Rainforest Rescue newsletter

We are / are not able to contribute towards printing and postage costs for this and
enclose our donation of $.........
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One Man's Opinion

The following is an extract taken from Max Fatchen's article
"Trees Cast a Giant Shadow" published in The Advertiser, on
January 3lst, 1985.

We all need trees ..... trees are harps for the wind,
choir stalls for the birds, shade and shelter. Most
of all, .trees are tranquillity.

They are sturdy old retainers in the country, fat of
trunk, rough barked with lurking spiders, rubbed
affectionately by cows and camped under by sheep.

They march down the streets of country towns; they
shelter saleyard and showground.

And they sit on the ranges and wvave to the world.

There are pepper trees with battalions of thin leaves and
" a way of catching the wind and whispering to it;

Trees on a stormy night roar like the sea with the liquid
sound of a thousand leaves and the vhipping limbs;
wind jammers of sap. aaxl;ng endlessly above the fence or

. hy the ¢reck. . - LT -

'~_Trees in moonl;ght ‘shine and glxsten or stond in great
cones of shadow while stars peer through them and birds

_;é- .in.their dormxtorxes nod and marmT oh ahxftxng bedroon o

',branches cieas

R § salu:e trees and especxally the old timers that grew
long before my time but now endure me and @y kind with
our noisy ways shouting "progress” and “"develop" and
with ephemeral wishes and often trite tastes.

What would this man, Max Fatcher say if he could see our Far North

Queensland trees??? Words would probably fail him!

Newsletter of the Tropical Rainforest Society. vol 1 No 4.
Editor: Rosemary Hill
Layout: Ray Wood, Rosemary Hill
Typing: Judy Farelly °
Copying: Leanne Kruger
CONTENTS PAGE NO
President's Comments 2
President's Report to the A.G.M. 3
Treasurer's Report to the A.G.M. 7
What‘We Have Done / What We Plan | 9
bowney Creek Visit 10
Natlonal Estate Llstlng Map 12

" Report 14

Submission to the Ring Road Committee from the
Cape Tribulation Community Council 15

Effects of Disturbance on Rainforest Vertebrate

Fauna..........J Hlnter et al = . - . .19

L%_ Boos and Bouquets} e f*t - ';‘“:r - '{?2

.Nhat s.a Green1e°;zhh.:yf;;i . ..fil;: X
One Hm1s Oplnlon; f_ -} 53 t R ij:‘_ g: e '_féé e

If there is an "X" in this box, you are
un-financial.

If you wish to renew your membership, please
use the enclosed form.

Otherwise, pass it on to a friend who micht
be interested in the Society!




President 's Comment

100 days lefr to convince the Federal Government to nominate the
Wet Tropical Forests for World Heritage listing!

We nced that flow of letters telegrams, telephone calls to both
Federal and Queensland Governments to build up to a torrent during
this time.

So if you haven't put pen to paper for a while ......

The Annual General Meeting of T.R.5. resulted in some new faces

on our management committee - a big welcome to Ray Wood, incoming
Vice President, Lynda Wallace, new Secretary, Leanne Kruger and Ruth
Lipscombe as committee members. Old faces are still good to see and
we are happy to retain Mike Graham as Treasurer, Denise Coleman as
Comnittee member and myself as President.

T.R.5. was encouraged greatly by the receat resclutions passed at
the A.L.P. State Council and Leichardt F.D.E. calling on the
Federal Government to nominate the Wet Tropics for World Heritage.
This is indicative of the enormously growing support for rainforest
conservation in Queensland.

The Federal Government Working Party on Rainforest Report is expected
out any day - there is to be a 90 day response period. An enthusiastic
and volunminous response will add much weight to our cause!

478, 50
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What 1s A Greenie ?

In the Winter, 1985 edition, Vol. 10 No. 2 of a worthwhile little
journal called Organi¢ Growing {published in Tasmania four Cimes
a year. Cost $1.80 - definitely worth buying. 1 bought mine from
the newsagent at Stratford), Icame across an interesting (long)
definition of a "Greenie".

‘The populsr idea of & Greenie is someone who enjoys an ocuting in
the country, admires the view and says "Isn't this nice! Let's have
more National Parks and to hell with progress” (I don't think thar
quite fits Martin Tenni's idea of what is a Greenie but nevertheless

Actually, a Greenie is someone who likes to know where the next meal
is coming from, - and the next - and the next.

In Ethiopia, millions are starving because they have reduced their
forests from 40% to 3X in two generations. While commiserating and
sending donations, are we also learnins a lesson from this tragedy?
Echiopia is rugged and mountainous. Without forest to absorb rainm,
soil on the steep hillsides is eroded and springs dry up.

Result - no crops.

A GREENIE IS SCMEONE WHO KNOWS THAT WITHOUT FORESTS YOU DON'T HAVE
WATER AND WITHOUT WATER YOU DON'T HAVE FOOD. IT'S AS SIMPLE AS
THAT.

‘Hongkong is a coﬁplk&e.contras:.'_A territary without sgriculture to.
- support millions jammed into a'tiny area it rélies on industry to pay for

imported ‘food.  The main industiy is textiles, and textiles need

" 30 litres of water' per.metre of cloth. So, much as ‘entrépreneurs would . . -

tike to.boost the tourist industry by building luxury hotels an the

“hilltops, they can’t. That space is reserved for catchment because -
. Rongkong has no natural rivers or lokes - every drop of water comes '
“from the sky. ‘ g

A GREENIE IS SOMEONE WHO KNOWS THAT WITHOUT TREES YOU DOR'T HAVE WATER
AND WITHOUT WATER YOU DON'T HAVE INDUSTRY. IT'S AS SIMPLE AS THAT.

Why not submit your own definition (words or drawing) on a Greenie for
inclusion in our next newsletter



!
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Boos and Bouqucts

Loud and prolonged boos to : (1) Telecom for the unnecessary
bulldozing of rainforest on preperties in the Russett Park
(Kuranda) area. Was there an officer in charge of this particular
work party and if so what were his orders?

(2) The morons in our midst who have destroyed much of the work
being done by Grade 10 and 1l (see bouguet section). Each week
these people have been ripping up paper and bagasse, killing
trees and écattering paper piles everywhere.

(3) The owners {?) of a block of hillside rainforest on the
development behind Caravonica School who have bulldozed every tree
and are now the proud owners of a steep patch of very loose dirt.

Bouguets to: (1) Janelle Fletcher for the mighty job she has
done for T.R.S. HNothing has been too difficult, too boring, toeo
time consuming, too much of anything for Jamelle. She has
literally kept us going at times. Janelle is leaving Cairns
shortly and all we can say is JANELLE, YOU WILL BE MISSED!!

(2) Gary McClelland' s Career Training for Grade Il at St. Augustine's
have been planting trees along the Cook Highway, north of Ellis
Beach. .

(3) Grade 10 and 11 from Trinity Bay Kigh School who have
been planting a. rainforest on Louncil land near Clarke Creek. This

“work involves preparxng ground by 1ay1ng paper and bagasse, planting

the trees und maxntaxnxng the plants by weeding them and replanttng

- dead treea

(4) The chxldren staff and caretaker at ‘Parramatta Park School

. vho have planted and cared for the wide variety of Australian

native plants which make the grounds a delight to walk inte.

(5) Mr. & Mrs. Stratford from Kuranda who have resisted tempting
proposals from land developers and have chosen to keep their fan
palm forest intact. Long may they keep it!

(6) Mulgrave Shire who have agreed to impase a $500 penalty if any
significant tree {i.e. marked for preservation) is damaged or
destroyed while sewerage pipes are beaing installed through a reserve
behind Gibson Close at Clifton Beach.

(7) All the members of the public who put pressure on the Cairns
City Council to include a 4.2ha of hillside at Edge Hill within
the Whitfield Environmental Park. Just shows you what public pressure

can do!

{B) All the children like the 'Clifton family kids' at Yorkeys
Knob who are attempting to establish a 'wilderness cum rainforest'
patch in their backyard. 4

President’'s Report for A.G.M. Tropical Rainforest Society
29th August, 1985

A decision was made last year by a group of people in
the Cairns Region to form a fully constituted and
independent organisation to work in north Queensland

for rainforests - the Tropical Rainforest Society. This
Society grew out of groups working firstly as a sub-
commi-ttee of the Cairns and Far North Environment Centre,
the "Rainforest Action Committee™ and secondly as the
Far North Branch of the "Rainforest Conservation Soc1ety
of Queensland”.

It has been indeed a hectic first year for the new Society,.
and the need for such a Society in the north can now not

be questioned. We have grown steadily and now have a
membership of over 70. ’

The first few months of the new Society were largely spent
assisting with the blockade of the construction of the

Cape Tribulation road. This direct action was halted as it
no longer seemed fruitful politically and a legal challenge
against the Queensland Government was persued by the .
Tropical Rainforest Society. This legal challenge was
eventually heard as a "demurrer” in May, 1985. The
Queensland Government argued that land could be excised
from National Parks without a Report on the effect of the
excision on flora and fauna of the Park being made by the
Director because such a report was merely “preliminary ~
detail". This argument was upheld by the Court.in a -
shameful decision which casts grave doubt on the future of

-all National Parks-in Queensland. Unfortunately our - funds

do not currently allow an appeal, and we are seeking Common-
wealth Legal Aid before we can proceed any further with this
case. - - .

An educational week - the "Daintree Ralnforest Experience"
was held by the Society in September last year. The few
who attended enjoyed themselves very much with bushwalks,
canoe trips. slide shows etc., but T.R.S5. overall viewed
the "Experience” as a costly exercise that did not reach

a great many people.

The Society's first Photographic Competition, held from
June S5th - 11lth, 1985 organised almost single-handed by
our Vice-President, Mr. Rupert Russell, was a much
greater success. The standard of excellence in the
photography and the informative night time lectures, slide
shows & films, attracted several hundred people to view
“Nature in North Queensland". The Society would like to
make this an annual event, but needs sponsorship for
prize money. Next year, a black and white photographic
competition, and a supplement to the Cairns Post on
environmental matters, is planned for World Environment
Day.



The Society this year assisted with a lecture tour of
north Queensland by Dr. Len Webb, Honorary Professiocnal
Fellow at the Griffith University and winner of the 1984
BHP award for the Pursuit of Excellence in the field of
Environment. Dr. Webb's knowledge and enthusiasm on
rainforests is an inspiration to all who have heard him.
We are sponsoring David Cassells on a lecture tour on the
theme of "World Heritage - N.Q. Rainforests" in November.
Mr. Cassells worked from 1974 - 84 with the Queensland
Forestry Department, but now is & lecturer with the U.N.E.
and has gained independence and an ability to speak more
widely. He should have some interesting points.

A submission to include all of the wet tropical forests
on the Register of the National Estate has taken up

much time in the last few months. This submission is now
(almost!) finished and will be going to an Evaluation
Panel of the Heritage Commission in September.

The work of mobilising public support for rainforecst
conservation has continued almost constantly by the
Society -.a beautiful display has been put together as’
you-can see and taken around to a number of venues.
.Film and infermation nights have been held irregularly
and members of the SOClety have spoken to Retary Clubs,
the Chamber of Commerce, Labor Party Branches and Groups

']_and 5chool groups. -

Sales of posters. and the two Daintree books were under—
ﬂtaken by the Society to 1ncrease public .awareness.

A well-presented newsletter is published quarterly by the
Society and is gaining intercst from Lhe community, and

. a reputation - - as a valuable source of
information. Look1ng back through the newsletters reminds
one of many jobs undertaken - T.R.S. accompanied David
Bellamy on a tour of the N.Q. rainforests and assisted
with production of a 10 minute video, which many of you
have seen. We opposed an application for a Mining Lease
in the Roaring Meg area and were represented in Court

by Greg McIntyre and Rupert Russell. Unfortunately the
Mining Warden recommended mining go ahead and so the
decisive now lies with the Minister. T.R.S5. members
attended a National Strategy meeting in Brisbane which
brought together representatives of groups from all over
Australia participating in a campaign to achieve protection
for the rainforests of the Townsville-Cooktown region.
Detailed commentary was made on the draft report of the
Commenwealth Working Party on Rainforest. Tours of rainforest
have been conducted with House of Reps. Env. Committee and
other pols. Many. letters to politicians and public
servants have been sent.

21

sfter logging, Suggests that-no mammal s actually eliminated in the course
of selective logging which leaves a mosaic of smal) undisturbed patches
amounting to about 50% of the forest.

s

The long term effects of logging, however, are not known. With repeated
Jogging of the forest the structura) complexity of the forest may change,
if this is in the direction of a simpler structure, e.g9. 2 more uniform
stem size, or a reduction in large epiphyte ciusters, this may adversely

.affect the diversity of the fauna present. Whether this. leads to
-extinction of species over large areas would depend on the degree of change
and the uniformity of the change over continuously large areas. Present
knowledge of possible long term changes to the fauna s little more than
unsubstantiated conjecture.

There is, however, a need to examine more thoroughly the effects of logging
on wi]dlife.

It has long been retbgn1séd that tree hbliows are impnrtani to:Q11dli%e aﬁd
that most forestry practices redute the number of hu]lows unless special
measures are taken (Tynda]e Biscoe and Calaby 1975) As_HcIlroy (1978) -
points ‘out in his review of forestry practices on wild]ife, there is a need
for further research on. the more precise role 6f hollows 1n relation to
their distridbution, size and use by animals. :
The effects of canopy aﬁd ground layer disruptidn by selective logging on
the fauna, need to be examined more closely. For example, the fruiting
regime of forest trees may be changed with consequent effects on fruit
eating animals such as pigeons {see Crome in Mcliroy 1978). If logging
encourages the penetration of the rainforest by exotic species such as the
Cane Toad, what effect will this vitimately have on the Spotted-tailed
Quoll population? It has been suggested by Covacevich and Archer {1975)
that this quoll may now only be found in areas free of the toad. Is the
absence of the Musky Rat-kangaroo at Longlands Gap, on the crest of the
Hugh Nelson Range of the Atherton Tablelands, a consequence of the two or
more logging cycles that this forest has undergone, or is it merely a
natural abberation in the'distribution of this animal in the rainforest?
There are many other questions of a similar nature that need to be examined

‘more closely.
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able to penetrate the rainforest, using edge effects created by logging

roads and log loading ramps (Pattemore and Kikkawa 1975, Preen 1981). The Some special mentions need to be made. Janelle Fletcher
cane Toad (Bufe marinus) was found to occur in higher numbers in the recently has put in hours of work organising., typing, staffing
- Coe.e displays and being general worker for the Society.
logged forest (Preen 1981). This is an"jn’troduced species usually Judy Farrelly has made being President possible for me
associated wtih more open habitats, and logging disturbance in some ways by typing all my written work: and the Society's newsletter.
the pr f the toad i inf t We have accepted with great regret the resignation of
favours presence o e toad in rainforest. Rupert Russell from Vice Presidency and his decision not
. to stand for re-election to the Management Committee of
. coLn T.R.S. Rupert personally initiated much of the current
A history of early logging in the rainforest patches of the Cooloola area, work on rali:nforgst conse}rrvation in north Queensland n
was Tound to adversely effect the abundance and diversity of small mammals through organising the picket on Mt. Windsor. He has
1984 . provided valuable policy direction to the Society besides,
(Barry 1984). doing lots of work. Many of you are familiar with the
. "Daintree Book" which Rupert wrote. (but was not at all
satisfied with!}) Keeping a clear set of geals and

The only mamma) found to occur in significantly higher numbers in logged directions for rainforest conservation is not always easy
forest has been the Fawn-footed Melomys (Melomys cervinipes} (Preen 1981). in a situation where every day sees more rainforest.
. , destroyed, and Rupert has always been great at reminding
Unlike the birds'in'w_hich insectivors show denser populations, the melomys us of what we're really aiming for. We hope his absence
diet 1s primarily leaves and fruit, It is a scansorial species, so like from working with the Society's Management Committee is
- only temporary. So too is the resignation of our Secretary
the birds the higher popqlatigns may be associated with the greater density Denise Coleman accepted with regret, as Denise has been a
- .of undergrowth, although it §s not known what form this association takes, tireless worker with rainforest conservation from the days
’ . : of the Mt. Windsor picket onwards:
Preen (1981) found that a number of the animals in the _Atherton Tableland : Finally a word for our Treasurer Mike Graham. Bob.Brown
T S <. stresses two ways of ‘ensuring success in .conservation - -
- rainforest were in significant]y Jower numbers “in the recently logged C - - firstly by appearing to be absolutely conservative,. and
‘rainforest. They included sich diverse forms. as the Northern Barred Frog - . | secondly by immaculate book-keeping. We are .indeed lucky .
. | ... ' .- to have in Mike someone who is willing to. perform the
. (Mlxophyes schevet![), the ground 'Hving Chowchﬂla, “two" ground dwelling PR e, thankless task ‘of chasing receipts, finding inaccuracies’
" ma he M - : Vo in long columns of figures and generally keeping our. -
mmals, t 3 usky Rat- kangaroo and Red legged Pademelon, and two arboreal A - -.. Auditor-happy. We look forward to hearing the Auditor's
_ mammals, the Herbert River and Lemuroid Ringtails, All are dependent " -7 report Wwhich is next on our Agenda. ' S -

rainforest species and all, except the Red-legged Pademelon, are endemic to The Society's objectives of educating the public about

the Townsville - Cooktown region. ) rainforest has undoubtedly been achieved this year. Many
more people are aware of the value of rainforest. Our other
objectives of obtaining preservation for rainforest areas

Whilst significant changes may take place in the relative densities of the has not yet been achieved at all! However, the protection

tebrate f follows lecti 1 § F rainf £ th $ for the wet tropical rainforests is now much closer, and

vertebrate fauna following selective logging of rainforest, there is no the last few months of this year are crucial.” We now have

evidence that selective logging has led to the extinction of any mammal - 94 days left in which to convince the Federal Government

’ they must nominate the region for wWorld Heritage - if we

species, nor to any other vertebrate. For example a full compliment of miss this deadline we will have to wait another whole year

arborea) mammals is present in the rainforest at Longlands Gap that has without protection. The Report of the Commonwealth Working
Party on Rainforest is about to be released. An enthusiastic
undergone two logging cycles. It must be appreciated, however, that and overwhelming response to the report and request that the
earifer logging cycles were tess intensive than the more recent ones and Government acts to nominate the Wet Tropical Forests for
- World Heritage may well achieve this aim this year. 1It's
therefore less disruptive to anima) populations. Similarly all the all a numbers game.

terrestrial species are to be found in logged forest at one locality or
another. Preen's study of a.logged rainforest, approximately one year



The work of the Society is all done by individual
members. To continue with it we need people who are
willing to write the minutes of meetings, to staff
displays, to organise information nights, to edit the
newsletter, to write submissions and to lobby politicians.
The next year is even more crucial than the last, as the
National Campaign is gaining momentum. To please
everyone here tonight give consideration to taking a
more active part in the work of the Society. It can be
fun, and without doubt it is a great vehicle for self-
development. To contend with the Society's work we
also need funds - but perhaps I will leave the Treasurer
to talk about that.

In closing I would like to say that the Society is i
concerned with caring about rainforest for its intrinsic
worth, for the value of the lives of the plants and
animals of rainforest. Anyone who has experienced the joy
of meeting & one centimetre long green and purplg frog
perched on a fern leaf could never presume the rlght to
destroy that frog for a fancy bedroom suite or quick
drive down a dusty road. It is that experience that we
seek to transmit to all Australians. .-
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Effects of Digturbance on Rainforest Vertebrate Fauna

extract from "The Specific Habitats of Selected Northeastern Australian
Rainforest Mammalls"” by J.W. Winter et al Report to W.W.F. 1984,

Selective logging

-The effects, particularly the Yong termhegfects. of selective logging of
the rainforest on its fauna are not well known, The high dependency of
animals in primary rainforests implies resource (diet, shelter etc.)
specialisation.” If selective logging leads to a simplification of the
rainforest with long term effects being fewer primary tree species and a
truncation of the older end of the range of age class, then on theorética]
grounds ‘alone selective logging should be detrimental to animal species
dependent on primary rainforest., If on the other hand, selective logging

- 1s equivalent to natural forest disturbance by treefall gaps and cyclones,

N merely. the scale of disturbance will have been changed, and the animal
. populations w11} respond accordingly, by an adjustment to their numbers but .
"Enoyrune lhaf leads to extinction. Just where selective logging lies on the

f'icont1n1um;5eiween'1f}bversable'chaﬁges to the rainforest caused by a new .

form of disturbance {logging), and a disturbance equivalent to natural

- . causes (treefall and.cyclones) will depend on the extent, fintensity,

. frequency and selectivity of the logging.

i:'ﬁnfortunate1yﬂstud1es into the broader ecological aspects of selective

" logging are rare, particularly those on the effect of logging on rainforest

wildlife. The fo]loﬁ1ﬁg discussion is restricted to those few studies that
have been carried out in Austratian rainforests.

Insectivorous birds have been found to occur in higher densities in logged
forests compared with either unlogged rainforest, or forest that was logged
30 - 40 years previously; both in northern New South Wales (Pattemore and
Kikkawa 1975) and on the Atherton Tableland (Preen 1981). -This higher
density is associated with an increased density of the undergrowth which
develops as 2 result of the canopy disruption. The only exception was that
of the ground Yiving Chowchilla (Orthonyx spaldingii), the populations of

" which were found to be significantly lower in the recently logged
rainforest of the Athertén Tableland (Preen ibid).

Rainforest edge species such as the Red-browed Finch {Aegintha temporolls) are
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From the Treasurer

Qur Society has completed its first audit, for the year ending
3och June, 1985. .

The Auditors note that T.R.5. should obtain insurance for Publie
Liability and cover for Plant and equipment. (although at present
the latter amounts to a depreciated value of $81.00) They also
urge the Society to obtain incorporation as soon as possible to
provide the members and committee with limited liability.

The Society's accumulated funds stood at 51,542 which includes
cash funds of $1,392.00

Fundraising from sale of environmental literature and campaign
materials gave a nett return of §1,%965 from an outlay $1,126,

which is a very useful addition to the Treasury but has

the auditors a bit nervous about possibilities of taxation liability.
We may have to review how this is done in future.

The following statement of Income and Expenditure will allow members
to analyse the major donors of funds and the major costs of the

. Rainforest Campaign.

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the Year ended

. - 30th June, 1983
LAST YEAR Ll - - THIS YEAR
L AR ’ -8 $
i Income : L
. GROSS PROFIT FROM- ] Co -
., = CTRADING . = h o ... 1,965
Members' Subscriptions 443
Donations and Fundraising
- Proceeds received 13,776
Grants received - Australian
- Conservation Foundation 2,843
Interest received -
- Comnonwealth Bank 1) .
- Sundry income 54 17,146
$19,111

(continued}



Statement of Income and Expenditure (cont.)

Total Income $19,111
Less Expenditure
Advertising 656
Bank Charges 24
Depreciation 1%
Donations 1,1%9
Electricity 96
Fuel & Food {Campaign
expenses) 398
Fundraising-expenses o 660
Hire of Plant and Equipment 1,371
Legal costs 814
Photographs and Maps 290
Postage and Freight N 1,063
Printing, Photocopying and
Stationery 2,812
Rent (Office} 1,483
Subscriptions - 28
Supplies & Equipment (Campaign
. expenses} 2,221
Tape Recordings . 59
Telephone and Telex . T TS U S A .
Ttavellxng Expenses i 1,249 0 7T . - 17,569
NET SURPLUS - 81,542
The Society's aceounts for lst July to 20th September show . = - A C o
Receipts July 553.00 Payments Jhly . 1,054.90 ’
" August  595.70 . " August, . 120.69
" September500.00 " September 1,312.79
51,648.70 $2,488.38

which is a deficit of - $839,68 dr which, when combined with the end
of the year balance leaves us with a current Bank Balance of $441.16.

Basic costs such as Rent, phone, electricity, photocopying, etc.

to the beginning of February should be in the order of $2,000, with
$600 in sight from the last tree planting and the Walk in the Rainforest
fees from Tafe.

So we need some additional fundraising to find §!,000 + in order to
keep house plus some more if we do any unusual campaign activities.

It would be good to see some members get this moving.

Mike Graham
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Access

People who live surrounded by MNational Park still need to be
able to get to their homes.

At the moment the Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield road is being

used by some people for just that, as the Cape Tribulation
Community Council pointed out to Mr. Hinze (Cairns Post, 14.8.83),
However, our position was somewhat overstated in that paper, for

we cannot condone the continued destruction of important reef and
rainforest that occurs every time the road is used. Bloomfield
residents also use the C.R.E.B. track and the Helenvale Road, which
together constitute an excessive number of roads to maintain for

a very small community.

The question of access needs to be looked at as a management problem
in terms of the Natiemal Park. It needs to be examined by

qualified ecologists and other scientists and to receive input from
the community as with the Marine Park plans. Whatever the solution,
it will not be the coastal route as qualified scientists working

for the Commonwealth Government have nlreadv Lnformed them that it is
far too destruc:xve

751m;1ar1y Queensland Main Road Department enginéers have consisteﬁtly:%-

recommended that a road not be constructed on this alignment.
Mr: Hinze, the Minister, satd {Courier Mail,. 19.8.85) that he
nccepted the advice of senior Main Road Departmcnt engineers who said

. the rodd was badly designed, badly aligned, &nd would be fxnancxally -

meossxble to keep up.

Many of ‘the peoplp now using the route as a quick transit, or coming
to see what the controversy was all about and leaving saddened at the
destruction, will stay in the area if the propesed Greater Daintree
National Park is gazetted and managed.

This proposal offers solutions for all - tourism, access and
conservation. Surely, it is a bertter option than one which we know will
split the Australian community.
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Population expansion in the next decades will
inevitably mean here, as it has clsewhere, that
wilderness and natural areas will be destroyed
unless they are protected in National Parks.

What are the Benefits for the Committee of supporting this proposal

rather than a ring road ?

(a) The network forms a "tourist web" - places where tourists
are caught to stay and participate in the community and
economy rather than driving on.

{b) Rational Park usage has been demonstrated to effectively
bring monev into a region. e.g. the Cooloola National Park
was found to bring recreationiscs who spent almost $3 million
in the area in 1982 (more details attached). No such demon-
stration of economic benefits has ever been shown for ring
roads, ond the experience of the "Bally Hooley Express"
suggests it may not exist.

(c) To be effective and make money, National Parks require
- management . The Commonwealth Government has already offered.
$] million for management in the area. It has stated it
is willing to enter talks to set up a joint management
authority. - Funding of.such an aythority from Commonwealth
“sources would be assured. Councillors should be reminded that
the level of Common wealth funding for National Parks and the
" like is far in excess of ‘State funding. The Great Barrier
-‘Reef' Marine Park,” the single most _important téurisc nsset in”®
' .the North funding for the last 2 years was - .

Commonwealth . more than §7 mlllion

State - e . less than $300 thousand.

Commonwealth funding is available for the Greater Daintree
proposal, an imaginative and innovative set of tourist and
protection propesals that will bring great benefit to the
north. The Commonwealth Government has consistently reiterated
that it will not provide funding for the Cape Trlbulatxon -
Bloomfield coastal road.

{d) Conservationists will support this option., Their promotional
work through such beautiful publications as the "Daintree”
books, and their network of Mational and International contacts,
should not be undervalued. Indeed, many of the people who are
going to the Daintree region at the moment are going there
because of the highly publicized controversy over the road.....

and to see the much proclaimed beauty of the place.

(e) Finally, and most importantly, the proposal protects the
arecas of highest conservation significance. These rainforests
are the surviving remnant of the ancient forests that covered -
Australia and Antartica over 100 million years ago..

What We Have Done

10,

i1.

12.

Submission for listing of all remaining Wet Tropical Forests
as National Estate has been completed and forwarded to the
Australian Heritage Commission.

Kestrel Film Co, which is making a one-hour documentary film

.of North Queensland rainforest wilderness, was conducted to some

points of interest and introduced ro many local centacts. Film
is to be shot in about 6 weeks time and be ready for distribution
in July, 1986

Background information on Roaring Meg given te Travers Morgan
Pty. Ltd., the Company performing E.1.5. for Mines Department

A one day course, "A Walk in the Rainforest" conducted through
TAFE, 7th September, for a group of 14 students - positive feedback
with several participants requesting more.

General Meeting and film night held on llth September - poor
attendance from our membership! A.G.HM. was held on 29th Augusc.

Wet Tropics display taken to Kuranda Spring Festival, September
20th and 2lst, Cairns Education Centre Expo at Earlville Shopping
Town August 22nd = 24th and C.A.F.N.E.C. Expo August 3lst/

Inspection of Downey Creek logging l4th September

Participated in major tvee planting l5th September.

Copy of Len Webb's letter to Cdistributed widély’to_LoEall
Councillors, Politicians, etc. - -

.- Cape Tribulation Comm." Councxl uas assxated in preparation of
submission to Ring Road Committee.

Dxacussed Horld Heritage matters wi:h John Gayler

Visited Lockhart River and discussed proposed oil palm
plantation with local community.

What We Plan

1.

2.

Walk inte Upper Russell Qectober, 12th - 13th;
Inspection of Roaring Meg Mining Nevember 2nd/3rd;

David Cassells lecture tour of N.Q. November 23/24th -
to include Mossman/Cairns/Innisfail/Tewnsville.

T.R.5. General Meeting November, 13th st TAFE College
Theaterette.
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Downey Creek

On September lé&th the T.R.S5. committee with members of the Wildlife
Preservation Society were shown over the current logging operations at
Downey Creek by Forestry officials. Although the area is not
receiving the heavy mauling the Windsor Tableland has, there was no

joy to be had in the all too visible impoverishment being brought

about by the removal of so many of its giant trees, and the loss of the
valley's integrity as one of the few remaining discrete tracts of
primary forest.

The Department's P.R. position emerged clearly : the operation is
presented as a textbook case of "multiple land use planning” in that
(i) less than % of the 7000 ha. catchment is targetted for logging;
(ii) not to be logged are a 950ha. scientific reserve and several
smaller blocks containing most of the type la forest on basalt in the
valley; (iii) the operation is a model of the Department's logging
guidelines, even featuring some winching of logs from their felling
sites to minimise soil disturbance and canopy damage.

While -the improvement in logging procedures was apparent and the
reservation of the Scientific¢ Area welcome, they hardly compensate for
_the basic irresponsibility of logging an area of such vital conservation

-.importance. The appeal to the notion of multiple land use is ridiculously
misplaced when applied in microcosm to a single small valley, particularly

when that valley contains the richest and one of the rarest vegetation
- complexes on the contirdent. . -
Moreover the fact that over half the valley is not to be logged conceals
‘the fact that this applies primarily to the steeper portions and.

poorer soils, where timber volume is low becsuse forest development is gon = . o

a smaller scale. The most developed, and thus the most valuable forest,
“both visually and in terms of its capacity te support the full complcmcnt
‘of ‘plant and animal forms that are specific to primary lowland forest, is

on the more level parts of the valley. It is precisely the big trees

forming the forest infrastructure in these parts that have high commercial
valué, and are being taken out. Since mosct of them are centuries old, their

place will be filled only by a mass of saplings by the time of the next
cut, which will then concentrate on trees arcund them of a lower grade in
terms of volume. Downey is thus scheduled for the same program of

progressive degradation of its scale and diversity with each cutting cycle

that has been inflicted on all the originally large scale tropical
forests south of the Daintree.

A factor emerged during discussion with Forestry Officers at Downey

which further undermines the credibility of the "sustained yield" theory :

it is likely that the soil, light and moisture requirements necessary for
the maximum growth rate and volume of a tree may be very specific to

particular sites in forests like Downey, i.e. the really big trees may only

develop on the sites where they are currently found. If sc, the removal

of such trees is not going to be followed by rapid expansion of neighbouring
currently smaller trees to a comparable size to restore foreat form, and to

sustain the "yield" over subsequent duts. This is one more of the many

inadequately studied issues making it clear how little knowledge there is
of the dynamics of forest maturation and recovery from damage, on the part
of the body claiming the capacity to scientifically manage North Queensland’s

rainforest.
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Submission to : Ring Road Committee
From : Cape Tribulation Community Council

Proposals have been made over several years for a ring road in north
Queensland to provide tourists with an enjoyable experience which takes
them through several local shires and sllows them to s:op and spend
money on the way.

Tourism is indeed crucial to the future of NG with the decline of
the traditional sugar and beef industries.

Ring road driving experiences are available in the northern humid
rainforest zone through the Palmerston-Kuranda loop, and the Kuranda-
Rex Range loop.

We submit, however, that in the CGreater Daintree reglon tourism
would be better served by a main road with a web of side roads,
horse trails, walking tracks, surrounded by wilderness areas in
a managed National Park.

Tourasm and the Greater Da:ntree Natxonal Park (PrOposed)

The rOnds in ques:xon are warked on the attached mnp They 1nclude

- (a) The Hullxgan nghuay as the backbone
(b) .Roadd into proposed guest lodges on the edge of upland
_ ‘rainforest at Mt. Lewis and Mt. Windsor. Excellent .
., experiences. in spatlxghtxng for possums and tree kangnroos
can be had at these lncalltxes .

(c) - Roads inte lowiand rainforest at Messman Gorge, Cape
Tribulation, Amos Bay, Shipten's Flat, Visitors at these
localities can enjoy swimming in unpolluted streams,
canoeing, snorkeling on fringing reefs, camping and have
access to walking tracks.

(d) A network of historiec horse trails from Palmer River to
Bloomfield and past Mt. Sampson-Shipton's Flat - Lakeland
Downs.,

(e) Walking trails starting from guest lodges and camping
grounds. These walks can be smooth and graded, and quite
suitable for wheel chairs and elderly visitors. Some examples
are a loop past 15 waterfalls onm Mr. Windsor Tableland, and
the walks from Shipton's Flat to Mt. Finnegan.

(f) Wilderness experience. This is the fastest growing tourism
in Europe .and Forth America (Dr. McClosky, Director of Sierra
Club, U.S.A.}. With the Cairns International Airport, the
Greater Baintree region is the most readily aceessible rainforest
wilderness area in the world, and the only one in a politically
stable country.

Hote: These tourist usages can only be assured in a National
Park which offers long term tenure of land in a natural
condition., lnvestors in tourist projects need this assurance,



National Estate Listing

A submission for the listing of the wet tropical forests on the National
Estate has been forwarded to the Australian iHeritage Commisaion.

The centrefold map illustrates the submission, and some extracts from
the report follow -

"The Wet Tropical Forests of North GQueensland" is a proposed
single listing of the forests  of the wet tropical region
(within 150UMmm rainfall isohyet) of north east Gueecnsland.
All existing Mational Estate "listings in the regiaon are
unified with the now areas into:

N

Wet Tropics Core: a continuous area tinking thirteen areas
previously listed on the National Estate (numbered
a,b,e,d,e,f,g0,h,k,! r,s,t).with nine new areas (numbered 1,
‘2, 3, 5, &, 8, 1@, 13, and 14}; (all numbers and letters for
this and the roemnants refer to the attached map)

with:

North Western Outlier: Area 4
Centr‘a.l Western Outlier:: '.Area _'{.
Double Peint Coastal Remnant: . This 1links the new area

marked 11 with previous National Estate 1listings marked m
and o. - L : - ‘

Tam O°Shanter Point Coastal Remnant: This links new area
marked 12 with three previous National Estate liatings
marked o,p, and q. T - .o
Mt Warrubullen Remnant: "Area 9. [ e N -

Trinity Bay -.Wetl and-_-;l'--
marked i and 'J.- .

' Existing _.N,Ati-onal ’

..

"fhe Wet Tropical Forests of North, Queensland® includes
+selements of plant life that relote to four major stages in
earth’'s evolutionary history, dating back to the "Age of the
fngil ospermsa” more than 180 million years ago.

21¥ familics ofF primitive flowering plants = the highest
concentration of cuch families on earth . -

timportant clues to the . origin, evolution and migration of
flowering plants.

#a rarc asszociation of fringing coral roefs and rainforested
coastline at Cape Tribulation.

sthe most’ diverse rainforests in-fAustralia.

sthe highoest diversity of animal life anywhore in hustralia.
#threatenod speciec of plants and animals.

+a recorrd of the coxtreme effects of the Pleistocene glacial
periods on tropical rainforest vegetaﬁion.

*the aonly remaining recognised Australian aboriginal
rainforest culturce.

. large diversity of forent communities, cach with
dif forent plant aned animal associaltions, including

reproesentatives pf rainforests, mangroves, wet and dry
scleoraphyll torests and wooadlands, swamp forests, dune and
swale formatiouns and other coastal! vegetation mosaics.

#*many feakurocs of outstanding  natural  beauty including
waterfalls, goraes, wmountains, large  viastan of natural
foreat, beaches, rivors, lakeao.

sone of the largest rainforested wildeorness arcas in
Nustralia centred arcund the Daintree fRiver valley.

"Estate Clistings .

11

There are currently no signs of a sufficiently regional =" tet alone

State or National - perspective on the part of the Government, such

that there would be plans to conserve even a single sizeable tract of
these big forests on level, deep soils in the wet tropics, comparable
say to Lamington, in the sub-tropics. The intention appears to be to
pursue all logging options for the next twe years, at which time logging
of virgin forests is timetabled to cease because the surviving virgin
stands in marketable densities will be too small or inaccessible for
commercially attractive operations. The whole industry will then be
scaled down to concentrate on second cutting of lower grades in
secondary forest. The first cut in Downey is programmed to finish rowards
the end of next year.

'Although logging has commenced at Downey it remains extremely important to

step up lobbying of State and Federal Governments at the present time.
The approach should stress

- lowland tropical rainforest of this type has nearly all
been cleared for cane, or logged heavily in the pasc;

- the valley has been documented by the C.5.1.R.0. as a viteal
conservation priority; it is not a trivial sentimental issue;

- Forestry's charter of timber production leaves no room for
conservation of well-developed primary forest. and is narrow
. and outdated in the present context; iL requires replacing
*  with a broader.administrative body charged with managing
" rainforest according to all its values.

- ANNOUNCEMENT-"

The Pernaculiure Institule {Ausitatia)
5 seling up 2 tund 1o purchase ram-
forest and to give it over to a rainfosest
preservalion group 1o keep lin perpetur
ty. We feei that the only way I relain owr
natural forests 1s 1o save them as they
are: we cannol wail lor government to
do tus tor us. We gurselves must act to
purchase such threatened lands and
pass them into the hands of local.
dedicaied Uustees.

We are siarling out with 187 acres of
sub-troical rainiores! in northern New
South Wales. The Permaculiue Insitute
15 now accepiing contributions of

which s pledjed o w insitute far

ihese enus Ve urge every Australian”

congerned about our unigque lands to
connpute 1o ths fund A contributors
will 1ecewve a cerlihicale shuning they
have pad ler the preservaton of a
thieaiened habital All donations
gratelully accepied

For furthe: informaton conmtact Bill
Molison, The Permaculiuze insiitute,
PO. Bor 96, Stanley. TAS 7331 (Phone:
004-58 1142) or John Seea The Rain-
torest Intormation Centre #O Box 868,
Lismore, NSW 2480 (Phone:
066-21 2278).

$50-5500 or more 10 preserve this forest.
Thnt  CARS RS
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"The world’s rainforests are
- diminishing at the rate of one
football field per second” i

Rainforest in Australia comprises 0.25% of the land surface of Australia,
much of which has been logged. However the area includes:

50% of all Australian plant species

30% of all known vertebrae animals in Australia

50% of butterflies depend entirely on rainforest.

Wet tropical rainforests from Ingham to Cooktown are the richest
and most diverse in Australia, yet they are currently being destroyed.
The main aim of the tropical rainforest society is world heritage listing
- of these areas by the Federal Govemment.

_ Please help us save Australias wet tropical ralnforests from destruc:t:on
byj Jomlng the Troplcal Ralnforest Socnety and perhaps askmg a friend
“to Jom too. .

. ME_.MBERSHIP FORM OVERLEAF

If you care, please join the
TROPICAL
RAINFOREST
SOCIETY




MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name
Address

Postcode
Phone Number (home) _____ (work)
Members will receive our regular newsletter. -
Please tick appropriate box:
Concession _— : ' ss . O
Regular : sg [
New Member [J Membership Renewal (]

Yes, | want to help in the campaign »
Special skills (if any, eg. typing).

Send to:
- . The Tropical Rainforest Soc:ety
Box 5918, CM.C.,

Caims 4870

Our office address:-
Upstairs, Andrejics Arcade
55 Lake Street
Caims

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

For tax-deductibility, make your donation payable to the Australian Conservation Foundation and sign
this statement of preference.

"1 prefer my donation to be used by the Tropical Rainforest Society”.
Signed i

Please find enclosed my cheque/money order for $

MName {please prinl)
Address

Postcode
Send to: AUSTRALIAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATION, 672B Glenferrie Rd., Hawthom Vic. 3122




SPEECH

DELIVERED BY

Mr T. J. Moore, LL.B., M.P.
' IN THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

ON THE

Rainforest Conservation

(From Farliamentary Debates 24th October, 1985 )




-Mr T. J. MOORE (Gordon) [2.43]: I lead on behalf of both Opposition
parties in speaking to the motion moved by the honourable member for
Balmain, which is:

That this House congratulates the New South Wales Government on its nature
conservation initiatives including saving the rainforests and increasing the national parks
by 100 per cent and requests the State Government 1o sappor the recommendations of
the Report of the Working Group on Rainforest Conservation presented in September to
the Hon. Barry Cohen, M.P., Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Environment,

At the outset I indicate that the self-congratulatory and obsequious tone of the
motion is unacceptable to the Opposition. Mindful of that and also mindful of
the need for a bipartisan policy on environmental matters in New South
Wales—a theme to which I shall return later on those remarks—I move the
following amendment on behalf of the Opposition:



‘That the question be amended by leaving out all words after the word “House",
with a view 10 inserting:

(a) acknowledges the New South Wales Government's nature conservation
initiatives, including the cessation of rainforest logging under the terms of the
1982 Government Rainforest Policy and notes the increase in area of national
parks since 1976;

(b) requests the State Government to support the recommendations of the Repon
of the Working Group on Rainforest Conservation presented in September to
the Hon, Barry Cohen, M.P,, Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment;

(c) expresses its strong view that the National Parks and Wildlife Service should urgently
undertake positive management actions to deal with feral pest animals and weed
infestation; and

(d) calls on the New South Wales and Commonwealth governments to acknowledge their
broader economic and social responsibilities to communities living adjacent to
national parks in this State.

This amendment is moved in order to present for discussion a form of motion
concerning rainforests, national parks and our environment and their integration
with the communities of New South Wales, which should be able to be
supported by all honourable members in this Chamber, because it has been
shorn of the extravagance of language contained in the motion moved by the
honourable member %or Balmain. The protection of our environment—whether
protection of our built environment; our natural geographic environment; the
varied and precious indigenous flora and fauna of our state or.the artifacts and
hentage of our indigenous Aboriginal peoples—should not be turned into a
cheap political jousting tourney, for the purposes of petty and partisan point
scoring. I give a commitment on behalf of the Opposition, both Liberal and
National parties, to work with the New South Wales Government towards the
evolution of a bipartisan and agreed policy on environmental and related issues.

One of the terms of the motion moved by the honourable member for
Balmain relates to the nature conservation initiatives of the New South Wales
Government. In its broad perspective, this encompasses steps for the
preservation of the natural environment—be it urban foreshore, urban park,
marine habitat, wetland, national park, open savanna grasslands or the genuine
remaining wilderness areas in New South Wales. I wish to speak, at the general
commencement of my remarks, briefly on the hypocrisy of the member for
Balmain moving this motion at a time when he is aiding and abetting the rat-
pack of political bikies, known as the ALP caucus on Leichhardt council, in
their joint efforts with the Government of New South Wales to pack rape and
pillage the environment of the residents of many of the suburbs in the Balmain
electorate. I invite honourable members of this House to consider the contrast
of the honourable member for Balmain piously talking of the values of our parks
and ecosystems which support the native song-birds of New South Wales, at a
time when the Government and the Minister are inflicting ear shattering noise
levels on the residents of East Balmain by the relocation of Sydney Heliport
without provision of a proper environmental impact statement.

I invite a comparison of the worthy motives of the honourable member
for Balmain and the Labor Government in preserving the Viper Scrub in the
Washpool National Park—a preservation endorsed by the Opposition—at a
time when he and the Labor caucus of Leichhardt council are doing secret deals
with the Maritime Services Board to desecrate open space in Annandale and
Rozelle Bay. I invite a comparison between the proper levels of environmental
constraint which are involved in building facilities in national parks and the
creation of proper plans of management to ensure that vehicle access does not
cause a degradation of environmentally fragile ecosystems, with the flogging off



of the Australian National Line site at Mort Bay to the Housing Commission
for medium density housing. This is a disgracetul intrusion into what should
be a major opportunity to create a significant foreshore park in an inner-urban
area with the lowest ratio of open space per head of population throughout the
metropolitan area. This is to be prostituted by a desperate political desire to
prop up the ailing fortunes of the member for Balmain in the mistaken belief
that extra Housing Commission accommodation in Balmain can save his
political skin. - -

The Australian National Line site was originally purchased from a
special fund administered by the Department of Environment and Planning for
the provision of “green space” for the residents of the Sydney region. To have
that fund purchase the Australian National Line site for open space, in the first
instance, was a truely noble objective and one which 1s lauded by the New South
Wales Opposition. The nature conservation values of the urban environment
which could have been assisted by that park are enormous. To turn around and
see that dream shattered by the flogging off of the land is disgraceful. It is no
wonder, that in Balmain, they say that politics is as simple as ABC—anybody
but Crawford. [ wish to look forward from the point at which we are—on the
24th October, 1985—to the directions that I perceive should be taken by a New
South Wales government, of either political persuasion, in the administeration
of national parks and the preservation of our environment. These, in general
terms, fall into three parts.

The first part relates to the role and function of national parks in our
community. The second relates to responsibility of the State as owner of
national parks and the National Parks and Wildlife Service as the guardian
agents of the Government in the management of these parks and their
interaction with surrounding landholders and surrounding communities. The
third relates to the general responsibility of both State and federal governments
for the economic and social consequences of the creation of new national parks
and the extension of the boundaries of existing parks. Last week, in my speech
on the Budget, I said that 1 considered there were five major responsibilities of
a national parks system.

The first, and one rzcognized by successive governments of the State of
New South Wales, is the necessity to preserve and manage environmentally
sensitive areas throughout the State. The second is to preserve and manage a
significant representative sample of major ecosystems existing throughout the
State. The “third is to preserve the remaining genuine wilderness areas
throughout the State that are in public ownership. The fourth is to provide
significant areas of public accessible bushland and representative samples of
onginal land form and vegetation patterns, for use and access in an informal
and largely unstructured recreational pattern for the State's citizens. Finally, the
philosophy that should underlie the national parks system of this State 1s to
provide for arcas of intense recreation within national park boundaries and to
provide for the management and control of such areas in an environmentally
sensitive fashion.

In this context specifically 1 wish to make it clear in absolute and
unequivocal terms that neither the New South Wales Liberal Party nor the New
South Wales National Party is proposing to log, nor will they condone the
logging of, our rainforests. It would be both foolish and hypocritical of me to
seek t0 assert in this debate that the boundarnies of parks such as the Washpool
National Park are those that might have been drawn if there were another
government in this State. Indeed, in the debate on World Heritage listing



proposals of the New South Wales and Commonwealth governments for New
South Wales rainforest national parks, which took place in this Chamber on
23rd May, 1984, I said, inter alia:

However, there is some dispute about areas that might be regarded as bufler zones,
hardwood areas round those rainforest regions. The Forestry Commission’s environmental
impact statement on the Washpool State Forest, as it was, for example, showed clearly
on a number of its maps that there were significant hardwood reserves in buffers round
the genuine rainforest areas, such as the Viper Scrub in 'Washpool.

Within the context of this debate on behalf of the New South Wales Opposition,
I want 10 make one thing completely and absolutely clear. The statements I now
make are clearly given in the light of those reservations then made concerning
the scope of the boundaries of the Washpool National Park. The Liberal Party
and National Party in New South Wales will not permit under a future coalition
government the logging of rainforests in New South Wales. During my now
almost thirty years in the scout movement I have had, as I have remarked in
the House on a number of occasions, the opportunity of walking through many
of the magnificent and beautiful wilderness areas of this country. It is one of
my pleasures as the shadow minister for planning and environment to now have
gn excuse to visit such areas of New South Wales as a part of my parliamentary
uties.

Some years ago, before the Washpool National Park was declared, Dr
Terry Metherell—the honourable member for Davidson—and [ had the
pleasure of an all too short visit to a portion of the Washpool rainforest with
the Clarence River branch of the National Parks Association. We camped
overnight, as I recall, in the valley of Coombajah Creek. No honourable member
of this House would have been unmoved by the almost spiritual beauty of
waking in the morning to the sunlight filtering down through the emerald tent
of the upper canopy of the rainforest, being greeted in that diffuse and ethereal
light by the slow nising of the smoke from our campfire. Such an experience,
whether in the rainforests of the North Coast of New South Wales, where I have
had the pleasure of camping and walking on odd occasions over almost two
decades, whether it is in the magnificent rainforest areas of the central valleys
of the freshwater lakelands of Fraser Island, where I have also had the pleasure
of walking and camping on a number of occasions, or whether it is in the
entirely different but still rainforest beauty of the Lake St Clair area of the
overland track in Tasmania or portions of the southwest wilderness of that
State, where I have also walked, leaves me in no doubt of the beauty, fragility
and environmental worth of such spectacular complex and fragile ecosystems.

For the benefit of the members of the New South Wales Government I
repeat that the Liberal and National parties in New South Wales have absolutely
no intention of permitting the logging of our rainforests. Having made that point
beyond what should be any query, I wish to turn to the question of whether all
is well in the level of government funding for the management of national parks
within New South Wales and to the structure of the National Parks and Wildlife
Service. At the commencement of this portion of my remarks, I wish to make
it clear that I have overwhelming admiration for the men and women who
comprise the frant line rangers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 1
have known many of them over the years, as friends in the parks which 1 have
visited regularly or, in another avenue, through our common membership or a
volunteer bush fire brigade which works exclusively within the Ku-ring-gai
Chase National Park. What has become wrong with the National Parks and
Wildlife Service in recent years relates to its level of funding by government
and its failure to provide adequate resources for the service at a time when there



has been a dramatic increase in the area of national parks in this State, together
with what has amounted to an increasing atrophy in the system arising out of
ever-increasing administrative burdens placed on the officers of the service.

In 1976-77 the area under administration by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service was 1917 887 hectares. In 1983-84 the area was 3 346 669
hectares. This amounted to an increase of 74 per cent over that period. If one
looks specifically at the area of national parks, the figures for a similar period
are 1 596 147 hectares and 2 833 250 hectares, which is an increase of 77. §
per cent over that peniod. This indicates that there is, perhaps, a factual error
in the claim by the honourable member for Balmain in the terms of his motion,
but that is a minor hyperbole compared with the underlying position of
accepting the financial responsibility of administering those massive increases
in area. The 1976-77 Budget for the National Parks and Wildlife Service was
$22,933,817 from all sources. The figure allocated in the Tenth budget of this
Government for the administration of the National Parks and Wildlife Service,
in 1976 dollars, is $30,515,000 from all sources. That is, in real terms, an
increase of only 33 per cent over that ten-budget period. It is a blunt and brutal
indication of the desire of the Government to expand the area of national parks
in New South Wales without being prepared to make a complete economic
commitment to the responsible management of national parks in this State of
New South Wales.

The New South Wales Government, which in many respects has done
commendable things in environmental protection, stands condemned for failing
properly to provide for the management and administration of new areas of
national parks in this State. It is little wonder that there is concern throughout
environmental groups that the national parks of New South Wales are the
subject of significant delays in the preparation of proper plans of management
for them; that there is a withdrawal of ranger staff from the parks themselves;
and there is concern about the increasing responsibilities of the National Parks
and Wildlife Service in the areas of law enforcement, the protection of
Aboriginal heritage and scientific work in flora, fauna and fragile ecosystems.
There is inadequate funding for all these, let alone for the proper management
of this significant increase in land area contained under its control. In addition,
there has been, as evidenced in a reply to a question by me some time ago, a
gradual withdrawal of staff from direct association with their parks and a
concentration of them into a regionally centralized adminstration. I remember
back in the late 1960's, when I walked through the Little North Arm of the
Bellinger River in the Dorrigo National Park, that a ranger was resident in the
park and responsible for, and living within, its boundaries,

I well understand that such a responsible system for the management of
our parks requires great commitment. I believe, as do Opposition members, that
the commitment of the New South Wales Government 1o the acquisition of new
areas of national parks in this State has not been matched by a commitment of
resources for their proper management. Yesterday, in the debate on the Budget
Estimates, the honourable member for Lachlan and Deputy Leader of the
National Party, who is the Opposition spokesman on agriculture, spoke about
the significant problem of noxious weeds and feral animals coming out of
national parks and causing concern to surrounding landowners. All responsible
methods for the control of the flow of pest animals should be considered, both
for the good of the parks and for the good of the landholders who legitimately
complain about stock losses and crop damage.



No money, however, has been provided by the New South Wales
National Parks and Wildlife Service for experimentation in Australia with what
is known as taste aversion, being a method of confinement control of feral dogs
within the boundaries of our parks. Dr Gustavsen, from the United States, has
produced results of experiments that demonstrate that taste aversion 1s at least
worthy of consideration. Though I acknowledge that there is some scientific
doubt that his results would be repeated in Australia, the expenditure of the
comparatively small sum that would be involved to endeavour to do so would
be worth while. On occasions when the views of Greenpeace and like
organizations and the needs of pastures protection boards and wild dog
destruction boards in places such as Armidale and the Southern Tablelands are
in accord, surely there is menrit in at least trying to see what can be achieved.

Earlier in my remarks on this motion, I outlined the values of a national
parks system for the community. Obviously, a major requirement for the
preservation of a representative sample of our flora and fauna and our natural
ecosystems, is to manage them in an environmentally responsible fashion, and,
where appropriate, make them available for the education and enjoyment of
our community. Interaction between the public and our parks is not purely the
responsibility of the neighbouring land communities. Many of our parks in a
Sydney context—principally the Royal National Park and Ku-ring-gai Chase—
are able to sustain enormous human traffic, by vehicle and on foot, which by
appropriate management does not lead to the degradation of those parks. At
the other extreme, there are true wilderness areas, such as the Viper Scrub or
parts of the northern high country of Kosciusko National Park, that only a true
and dedicated walker can traverse.

Within those extremes of utilization of our parks lies a vast capacity for
public participation in, enjoyment of and educational enrichment from, the
many and varied parks—including marine national parks—that exist in the
State. That park process has been an evolutionary one and is a process that |
am confident will continue to evolve under any State government, of whatever
political persuasion. The value of tourism to communities in country New South
Wales that have parks proximate to them cannot be underestimated, particularly
if such tourism can be fostered and established in a fashion that does not lead
to damage to the wilderness values and ecosystems within those parks. The 1976
and onward predictions of this Government for the population of the north
coast of New South Wales acknowledged the tripling growth rate between 1971
and 1976. The report stated:

The increase was particularly marked on the coastal strip and in the larger towns
in the southern part of the Region. Further inland there was decline. In general, there are
no physical constraints to continved coastal growth, but the employment situation may
curb such fast growth, but the employment situation may curb such fast growth as occurred
over the last five years, While small industries are being attracted to various areas there
are few curreni proposals for major new industries despite the potential in industries such
as fishing. Similarly the effects of a larger retired population stabilize with time.

Consequently, it was assumed that while the Region would continue to grow fairly
strongly in the immediate future this woutd taper off. To this end the proponion of total
State increase attributed to the North Coast was reduced over the projection period.

Thus we have a clear admission that for many years the figures updn which
New South Wales budgets were based for that region were fudged downward.
The 1981 and onward interim report stated, with respect to the North Coast:

Adjusted 1981 census counls indicate the region has increased it share of State
growth, which was not anticipated in the previous projections. ansqumts at the time of
preparation of that projection included doubts as to the economic ability of the area 10



sustain continued high growth and lack of information on its cause, in addition 10 declining
growth rates in the State as a whole.

What has been the cause of these doubts about the economic ability of the area
to sustain continued high growth? Could it be, dare we ask, that the New South
Wales Government, having fudged the figures downward in 1976, has
inadequately provided funding for the social and economic infrastructure of the
New South Wales North Coast region, which has led to this conclusion of the
Department of Environment and Planning? Perhaps it is not surprising that the
final report of the department for its population projections for 1981 and
onwards makes this confession of guilt and softens its language as follows:

However, while recent and current trends could produce an exponential growth
effect, general'mﬁ further development in the tertiary sector, the resources attracting people
to the area, such as coastal land, open spaces etc. are finite, S0 incentives to move could
reduce as these resources diminish,

Undoubtedly this language, too, is designed to rationalize the New South Wales
Labor Government’s continuing failure to provide adequately for the citizens
of the New South Wales North Coast. What is needed from the New Scuth
Wales Labor Government is an acknowledgement, which is readily given by the
Opposition, that the timber industry and its workers, particularly on the North
Coast of New South Wales, deserve special economic treatment. That is the
underlying thrust of the report that was referred to in the motion of the
honourabfe member for Balmain and was presented to the federal Government
last month. It is not only, however, a federal responsibility.

The New South Wales Government has, as I have demonstrated,
consistently under-estimated the population of the New South Wales North
Coast and has consistently failed to provide adequately for the social and
economic infratructure to support that poplulation. This failure to provide
adequate levels of service for roads, health, primary and secondary education,
technical and further education and other vital services compounds the sense
of grievance that is felt in that region. The New South Wales Government fails
to acknowledge its responsibility to timber workers and the timber industry of
the region. This afternoon on behalf of the Liberal and National parties, I give
the clear and unequivocal undertaking that a future coalition government will
redress these economic and social wrongdoings of this Labor administration.

Mr J. H. Murray: What does the honourable member for Coffs Harbour
say about that?

Mr T. J. MOORE: [ wish briefly to respond to the interjection of the
honourable member for Drummoyne. It is a disgrace that a member of this
Chamber should attack another member who is unable to be present. The
honourable member for Coffs Harbour has a collapsed lung, resulting from
pneumonia and two broken nibs, for which he has been hospitalized.

Mr J. H. Murray: Answer the question. You said you are representing
him.

Mr T. J. MOORE: Though I am not able to accept the collectively
egotistical terms of the motion, in commending the amendment to the House
I wish to thank the honourable member for Balmain for giving me and my
colleagues the opportunity at this time to unequivocally make clear our position
on the underlying issues. [ have enjoyed doing so. Indeed, particularly have I
enjoyed doing so because this motion has turned out to be a political damp
squib for the honourable member for Balmain and his political puppet master,
the Minister for Planning and Environment.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
NAPAWI
NEWS RELEASE o JULY 15 1985

PUBLIC ASKED TO BECOME INVOLVED IN RAINFOREST PLANNING
The Director of National Parks and Wildlife, Mr. John
Whitehouse, today launched a booklet seeking the publib]s
involvement in the future management of four north coast

rainforest national parks and nature reserves.

Mr. Whitehouse said the booklet, "Planning for our Caldera
Rainforest National Parks", had been produced by officers at

the Service's Alstonville office near Lismore.

He said the booklet was the first of several management issue
documents which will seek the public's support on all stages
of the future management of the four Service areas known

collectively as the Caldera rainforests.

Mr. Whitehouse said the four areas are the 31,229 hectare
Border Ranges National Park, the 4,945 hectare Nightcap
National Park, the 2,443 hectare Limpinwood Nature Reserve,

and the 800 hectare Numinbah Nature Reserve.

Mr. Whitehouse launched the booklet at a ceremony held today

at the Terania Creek picnic area in Nightcap National Park.

Guests at -the launching included Mr. D. Beck M.P., Member for

Byron, the Mayor of Lismore, Mr. Bob Scullin, other local



i

government representatjves, tourist authorities, and members

of the rainforest advisory committee.

Mr. Whitehouse said: "Over millions of years erosion of past
volcanic activity in this part of the State has carved out a
huge natural amphitheatre called a Caldera. The more

resistant rocks which form Mount Warning Nétional Park, have

remained - the rest is now known as the Tweed Valley.

"The Caldera supports large tracts of rainforest and other
important native habitats and animals. Many rare and ancient
plants, some ‘unique to this region of the State, find refdge_

in these four Service areas.

"Most of the remaining rainforests are now preserved in not
only our new rainforest parks, but also in Queensland's

Lamington National Park.

"Everyone here today is coﬁcerned with the proposed draft
plans of management for the four Service areas. Before the
plan is implemented, I assure you the public will be
involved at all stages before it is placed on public

exhibition."

Mr. Whitehouse said the Service encouraged community
participation both before and during the public exhibition of

plans of management. "Any individual or any group wanting to
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express a view on the future management'of Service areas is

encouraged to do so", he said.

Mr. Whitehouse said: "The Service'isrcurrently preparing a

series of documents which describe the resources of the

Caldera national parks and nature reserves - all will be made

available to the public.

"Following exhibtition of the option documents all written
responses will ke considered. Draft plans will then be
prepared and puklic comment will again be invited, hopefully

by late 1986."

Mr. Whitehouse said the Alstonville offigé would prepare a
mailing list of interested groups and individuals, Government

departments, and local authorities.

For further infcrmation about the Caldeﬁa rainforest plans
the bublic should contact the Serviqé!s Alstonville office at
Suite 9, Colonial Arcade, Alstonville 2477, or write to P.O.

Box 91. Contact can also be made by te;ephone, ({066) 281177

between 8.30am and 4.30pm from Monday to Friday.

Media enquiries: Berkeley Wiles (02) 237 6925
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So What's a Caldera
(and how

Twenty million years ago the far
north-eastern corner of New South
Wales and south-east Queensland
looked very different to the way it
does today. Several million years of
intense volcanic activity had just
ended, creating the Mount Warning
Shield Volcano - the remains of
which are now a unique landform of
international ecological import-
ance.

Over millions of intervening years,
erosion in this high rainfall area
has carved out a huge natural
amphitheatre, or caldera (say
‘call-dare-a' or 'call-dear-a')around
the more resistant rocks of the
volcano's central magma chamber-
Mount Warning; and the Caldera we
now know as the Tweed Valley.

Mt Warning, 1157 meters high and
visible far out to sea was named by
James Cook on his voyage of dis-
covery in 1770 as a warning to
mariners of reefs off the coast.

The caldera is an impressive
landform of lofty cliffs around the
rim intersected by deep gorges and
waterfalls. Interacting with the sub
tropical climate, rich volcanic
soils, coastal proximity and other

factors, it now supports large
tracts of rainforest and other
habitats. Many rare and ancient

plants (some unique to this place)

do you pronounce it) ?

and interesting animals find refuge
here.

Most of the remaining rainforests
are now preserved in the national
parks and nature reserves of the
caldera. Lamington National Park
is in Queensland and in New South
Wales are found the Mount Warning,
Border Ranges and Nightcap
National Parks and the Limpinwood
and Nunimbah Nature Reserves
(see map opposite).

It's the Border Ranges and the
Nightcap National Parks we're
concerned with right now. The
National Parks and Wildlife Service
is preparing plans of management
for these areas - and we want you
to help.

At the same time, the Service is
preparing plans of management for
the two nature reserves.

The Border Ranges National Park
embraces some 30,000 hectares of
the rugged McPherson Range on the
Queensland border, from the Tweed

Range in the east to Mount
Lindesay in the west.
The Nightcap National Park

straddles the western half of the
Nightcap Range, between Lismore
and Murwillumbah. It is a scenically
spectacular massif of peaks, ridges
and gullies along the southern rim
of the caldera.



Limpinwood and’Numinbah Nature
Reserves are on the rugged
escarpments of the northern
caldera rim, between Mount
Cougal in the east and Point
Lookout in the west.

Plans for the Parks

Under the National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1974, the Director of
the National Parks and Wildlife
Service must prepare management
plans for all areas under his
control.

A plan of management is required
to contain a scheme of the oper-
ations which are to be undertaken
to achieve the main objectives of
the national park or nature
reserve,




Included in a plan of management
ist

'@ A description of the natural and
cultural features of the park

@® A statement of the purpose of
the national park

® A Scheme of Operations which
includes management objectives
and management strategies for:
: e Aboriginal and historic resources
e catchment areas
o wildlife
e research and education
o fire
e control of introduced plants
and anirmals
e water quality
e public safety
- recreation such as horseriding,
bushwalking, picnicing, camping
etc.
e access for vehicles and aircraft
and many other issues.




The Minister
‘may amend or
cancel a plan

National Parks and
Wildlife Service puts
the plans into practice,
no operations shall be
under taken except
in accordance
with the plans

Minister may
adopt or alter
plans which are

Draft plans, =
with Advisory
Council comments and
suggestions, go to
Minister for Planning
and Environment

‘.
A% AR
Minister may refer
plans back to N.P.
and W.5. Director

and Advisory Council

Wildlife Advisory
Council considers

draft plans and ¥
public submissions

organisations make ~
their submissions 4

Public exhibition
of draft plans
{at least 1 month)

it
7§ From response
prepare management
options for comment

Collect and
3 analyse data for
N\ J resource documents
=izl - available to public




Emphasis on Public

The National Parks and Wildlife
Act requires that when drawing up
a plan of management for a nat-
ional park, the National Parks and
Wildlife Service first prepares a
draft plan which is released for a
minimum period of one month for
public comment.

Because of the extensive public
interest in the management of the
rainforest parks of the caldera, we
want you to be involved in the
shaping of the plans of manage-
ment - that is, before they're
placed on public exhibition.

In 1984 the National Parks and
Wildlife  Service published an
"interim  management  position
paper" on the rainforest national
parks of the Far North Coast.
We're now starting the intergrated
preparation of plans of manage-
ment for the Border Ranges and
Nightcap National Parks and the
Limpinwood and Numinbah Nature
Reserves.

We encourage community part-
icipation both before and during the
public exhibition of these plans.
Any individual or any group wanting
to express a view on the future
management of the parks is
encouraged to do so.

One point needs to be understood.

Involvement

The preparation of a plan of
management is a lengthy business.
It has to be. The time for you to
become involved is now.

We are currently preparing a series
of documents which describe the
resources of both the national
parks and nature reserves. These
will be available to the public.

This resource information will be
analysed and a series of options for
future management of the national
parks will be prepared. These will
be available for public comment.

Following exhibition of the options
document, the written responses
will be considered and draft plans
for the area will be prepared and
made available for public comment.

At this stage, we expect this will
happen late in 1986.

We're also preparing a mailing list
of interested groups and individuals
as well as Government depart-
ments and local authorities. Those
on the list will be notified when the
documents are placed on public
exhibition. If you'd like to be
included on this mailing list, let us
know when you contact us.

Our address and phone number is on
the back page of this brochure.



Last year nearly 15 million people visited
national parks in New South Wales.

There is a growing awareness of the environ-
ment in Australia and overseas. In this State,
the Goverment has set aside a number of new
national parks and nature reserves - among
the most outstanding being the new rainforest
parks of the Richmond-Tweed.

These are the Border ranges and the Nightcap
National Parks. We want you to help in the
evolution of these parks. and the nearby
Limpinwood and Nunimbah Nature Reserves.

"We" are the National Parks and Wildlife
Service. Since 1967 the Service has been
responsible for nature conservation in New
South Wales. Qur responsibility - and yours -
is to ensure there are protected natural
environments in which our native plants and
animals can survive.

For further information please contact the:

Sentor Ranger
. National Parks and Wildlife Service* ~— ==~
P.O. Box 91
(Suite 9, Colonial Arcade)
Alstonville 2477

Phone (066) 28 1177
2.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
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OFFICE OF THE
MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT

PARLIAMENT HOUSE. CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600

Ms J Messer
Chairperson
The Nature Conservation Council

of NSW \% BE% \935
57 Wentworth Avenue 16 DEC 1985

SURRY HILLS NSW 2010

Dear Ms Messer \

Mr Cohen has asked me to reply to your letter of 11 October 1985
concerning the nomination of the NSW Rainforests National Parks
for the World Heritage List.

The Commonwealth Government has lodged the nomination documents
with the Secretariat of the World Heritage Committee in Paris and
in accordance with the usual operational procedures of this
Committee any nomination lodged by a State Party before 31
December of any year will be considered for the World Heritage
List during the following year. Thus the NSW Rainforest National
Parks will be considered by the World Heritage Committee for the
List in 1986,

In the meantime of course there will be no lessening in the
protection of the rainforests as all the areas nominated by New
South Wales are in public ownership and are specifically reserved
for conservation purposes under NSW legislation - the National
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and the Forestry Act 1916.

incerely

JONATHAN ST~
PRIVATE SECRETARY
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% MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

Ms. J. Messer,

Chairperson,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

2 DEC 1985

Dear Ms. Messer,

Thank you for your letter of 12th September, 1985, supporting the
submission produced by the Total Environment Centre on the conservation and
protection of littoral rainforest in New South Wales.

I agree that littoral rainforest constitutes a valuable natural
resource and that further efforts are necessary to ensure adequate conservation,
particularly in light of the increasing pressure of development in coastal
New South Wales. I have endorsed the submission of the Total Environment
Centre as a most positive and worthwhile course of action.

Officers of my administration are currently considering a number
of options for conservation and management of remaining important stands of
littoral rainforest, including the use of a State Environment Planning
Policy as suggested in the submissiocn.

When these options are evaluated I will be in a position to further
pursue conservation and management of the littoral rainforest resource of
this State.

Your interest in this important conservation issue is appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

BOB CARR.



Premier of New South Wales
Australia

PRESS RELEASE . 13th November, 1985

NOMINATION QOF STATE'S RAINF@REST FOR INCLUSICN-
IN WORLD HERITAGE LIST .

The Premier, Mr Neville Wran, today handed to Australia's
Ambassador to U.N.,E.S.C.O., Mr Gough Whitlam, a coopy of the
State's Rainforest Nomination Document for inclusion ir th<

World Heritage List.

With Planning and Environment Minister, Bob Carr, the Premier
. :
announced that Mr Whitlam would take his perscnal copy of

the rainforest nomination document to Paris.

Mr Wran and Mr Carr said the 375 page New South Wales
Rainforest Nomination Document, approved by the Federal

Cabinet in June this year, had been forwarded to U.N.E.S5.C.0,
The Premier said: "What we are nominating for World Heritage
Listing 'is not all the rainforest of New South Wales but

the 'cream' of our rainforest.

"The saving of this State's rainforest -has been a goal of

my Government since we came into office in 1976.

"The State Government regards the nomination for World
Heritage Listing as a matter of great significance.

"The World Heritage Listing is pfepared under the
International Convention for the Protection of the World's

cultural and natural heritage."




The Premier said the nomination for inclusion on the list

of New South Wales rainforest comprised the following sites:

* Tweed Volcano Group of Border ﬁanges National Park,
Numinbah Nature Reserve, Limpinwood Nature Reserve
Mount Warning National Park, Nightcap National Park
and Mount Nothofaéus Flora

Reserve.

* Washpool/Gibraltér Range Group of Washpool National Park

and Gibraltar Range National Park.
* (Cpastal Group of Iluka Nature Reserve.

* New England Group of New England National Park,

Dorrigo National Park and Mount Hyland Nature Reserve.

* Hastings Group of Werrikimbe National Park, Mount

Seaview Nature Reserve and Banda Banda Flora Reserve.
* Barrington Group of Barrington Tops National Park.
* Southern Group of Mount Dromedary Flora Reserve.
The Premier said the nomination carried detailed data aimed
at satisfying the stringent criteria of "outstanding universal
value" required for World Heritage Listing.
"The nomination provides powerful justification for a
successful World Heritage Listing designed to protect the

rainforests as a vital part of the world's natural heritage."”

Mr Wran said the rainforest nomination for World Heritage

Listing was the sixth in Australia.

/3
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The five areas 1in Australia which are included in the World
Heritage List are Kakadu National Park, Lord Howe Island
group, the Willandra Lakes region which includes Mungo
National Park., the Great Barrier Reef, and Western Tasmania

Wilderness National Parks.

"When our rainforests are included in the list they will
join magnificent natural areas including Katmandu Valley,
Nepal; Serengeti National Park, Tanzania; and Grand Canyon

and Everglades National Parks, United States of America.”

Mr. Carr said: "There is always the possibility that a future

government could log the rainforest parks. The national
parks of New South Wales are only as secure as tla Labor
majority in the Legislative Assembly.

"This is clear from numerous Opposition statements.

"Rainforest listing will give the Federal Government the

authority to take action to protect the listed parks."

K ode ok kk ok kK
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OFFiCE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

26 NOV 1985

Ms J. Messer

Chairperson

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW
57 Wentworth Avenue

SURRY HILLS NSW 2010

Dear Ms Messer

Thank you for your correspondence of 11 October 1985 to
the Prime Minister, on behalf of The Nature Conservation
Council of New South Wales, concerning the protection of
NSW rainforests.

Your comments have been noted and drawn to the attention
of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment, the
Hon Barry Cohen.

Yours sincerely

-

G C Evans
Principal Private Secretary



LOCAL MEETINGS GREAT SUCCESS

The local meetings held in South East Queensiand have been a great succes, there have
been good altendances at most, some naturally emough, were not. At all meelings a
suprising response etisted for writing letters to the various politicians who are (or should
be) involved in the Rainforests issue.

We have, for these meeting's prepared an Action Kit, this was found to be most useful in
encouraging people to write. Should your centre be running a meeting you could probably
use these kits to assist. We have a number of the kits available and are happy to send a
copy io any one who can use them either at meelings or in shop'senvironment centres.
Piease just let us at Keinforest Resuceknow at 66 Turbot St, Brisbane 4000.

THE F TIONS ARE T
A Y INVOLVED IN THE WET -

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

66 Turbot 5t, 362 Pitl §t,
BRISBANE 4000  SYDNEY 2000
07-229 4533 02-267 7929

AUSTRALIAN YATION FOUNDATE

66 Turbet St, 6728 Glenferrie Ra,
BRISBANE 4000 HAWTHORN 3122
07-229771% 03-819 2888

66 TURBOT ST., BRISBANE 4000. (07) 229 4533

S 27 NOUERBER 1905

RAINFOREST CONSERVATION SOCIETY OF QLD 1R RAINFOREST 1 '
15 Colarado St CMC5918

BARDON 4065 CAIRNS4870

07-369 6352 070-511 204

QUEENSCAND CONSERYATION COUNCIL I T INFOR{MAT R
P.0.80X 238 P.0. BOX 368,

NORTH QUAY 4000 LISMORE 2480,

07-2210188 066-214 339.

WILDLIF YATION SOCIETY

BRISBANE INNISFAIL CAIRNS TULLY

8 Clifton St P.0. BOX 750 P.0. BOX 1350 P.0.BOX 771
Petrie Tee., INNISFAIL 4860 CAIRNS 4870 TULLY 4854
BRISBANE 4000  G70-612 687 070-551 869 070-665 528
07-369 4586

EDITORS H. ABRAHAMS, The Wilderness Soclety
M. RAE, The Wilder ness Saciety .
M. STANNARD, Australian Conservation Foundation

Although the Editors of A#inforest Rescue usually have 1o discard rather than scrounge
for infor mation to include in each issue, we welcome contributions. Shoulid your group have
participated in saving the rainforests in some way drop us a line and we'll let everybody
know of your success
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OPINIBN PELL
827 SUPPBRT RAINFOREST CONSERBATION

The conservation groups asscciated with the production of Rainforest Rescue
recently commissioned an opinion poll on the Wet Tropical Rainforests issue. Spectrum
Research Pty Lid carried out the survey. The Question was: Do you agree either strongly
or mildly that the Federal Government should take urgent action to protect Australia’s
Wet Tropical Rainforests? The research carried out in Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane confirms that the vast majority of Australians believe the rainforests
should urgently be protected.

The average result for the three cities was 82% in favour of the Federal
Government Laking urgent action to protect the rainforesis.

The Federal Government now has no excuse for doing nothing on this
important issue. They cannot continue to hide behind the bald claim that
they will lose votes because even in Brisbane, the supposed home of Siates
Rights, 74% of the population believes that the Federal Government should
act.

This great support for the preservation of the World Heritage quality Rainforests should
ensure that Barry Cohens’ ‘Master Plan’ is given adequate funds so that the logging of the
last accessable areas of virgin rainforest does not go ahead inl1986. The ‘Master Plan’
involves the allocation of $200m over the next 20 years to rainforest conservation and
compensation 1o the otherwise doomed v:rgm rainforest logging industry. The Rainforest
Working Group Report recommends a review of the timber industry in north Queensiand
such that compensation can be agreed upon prior to the commencement of the 1986
logging season.

Support for the rainforests has been growing and is evidenced by large attendances at
rallies and letters in newspapers around the country. It is not at all surprising that the
opinion poll has shown this strong support,

One aspect of the results that is perhaps surprising is the unifor mity across the range of
respondents. The research includes a breakdown of the sex, age, marital status and work
status of those polled. Within all of these categories there is very close accord on the
degree of support. This means that all people support the protection of the rainforest, nol
just sinners, hippies, trendies, commos, deviants, sexuval perverts, and child molesters (as
Bjelke-Petersen might have us believe).

Any politician who ignores the polmca] ramificatioins of this opinion poll
does so at her or his own peril.



ROCK FOR RAINFOREST - DRINTREE BENEFIT CONCERT

The big news in the music scene this year is not Madonna's marrige, or even Tina Turner
winning the awards, but that MIDNIGHT OIL is playing at Rock For Reinforest in
Sydney. The important date to remember is Monday 23rd December 85.

The proceeds from this concert are going 10 the Wet Tropics/Dainiree Campaign. This is a
terrific show of support from one of Australias’ best known bands. The Qils” were recently
described as perhaps THE Australian band of the Eighties (Rock Arena ABC TV).

Midnight Oil is currently touring the country and will be playing in Brisbane {perfor ming
on nights either side of our rally but not the night of the rally). Should you be missing
them here. (working to hard preparing for the raliy). or want 10 see them again. you
have a rare opportunity 1o see them in Sydney. Join the Daintree Dissidents travelling 1o
Sydney for a dose of preChrisimas madness.

[t is our intention to run some sort of bus, cavalcade or even camel train to the concert. So
we can participate in what will be an outstanding campaign event, Details are
understandably vague at the moment as the concert has only beea anounced some three
days. If you would like 1o go {the more dissidents the merrier), contact the Wilderness
Society office 229 4533.

ADDRESS THE PRESS

We continuousiy ask you all to write 1o the politicians and newspapers, it is remiss of us
not 10 have printed the addresses of the major dailies. A letter 1o the editor is the easiest
way individuals can express their opinions to the population at large. The letters columns
also provide an indication of public concern on current issues. Two things are important,
that Queenslanders write to the Southern press, and people from other Stales write 10
the Queensland press. Here are the addresses - Go To It.

The Ausiralian The Age Natioani Times

GPU Box 41206, GPO Box 257c. GPO Box SUb,
Syndey NSW 2001. Melbourne VIC 300t. Sydnev. NSW 2001.
Sydney Morning Herald Canberra Times Courier Mail

GPO Box 506 . GPO Box 218. GPO Box 130,
Sydney, NSW 2001. Canberra. ACT 2601. Brisbane. QLD 4001.

The Advertiser. The Mercury. The Westl Auslralian
GPO Box 339, GPO Box 334D, GPQ Bozx D162,
Adelaide. SA 5001. Hobart, TAS 7001. Perth, WA 6001.

Oiher Queensland papers,

Sunday Mail. Telegraph. Townsville Bulletin.
GPO Bozx 130, GPO Borx 130, PO Box 587,

Brisbane, QLD 4001. Brishane, QLD 4001, Townsville, QLD 4810.
Cairns Post. The P Douglas & Mossman Gazette.

PO Box 126, 8 Front Street,

Cairns, QLD 4870. Mossman. QLD 4873.

UPORTE: PRRLIAMENT HOUSE TIMBERS.
CARR SLATED BY INSATIABLE TIMBER INDUSTRY

In a letter 10 the Sydney Morning Herald (20/11/85) Mr John Duncan, of the timber
company Duncan's Holdings Ltd.. criticised the decision of the NSW Environment Minister,
Mr Bob Carr, 10 prevent the logging of an area of privately owned rainforest adjacent to
the Border Ranges National Park. (see story last issue.)

The leuter is a classic in that genre of letlers in which the profiteers and despoilers of the
environment atlempt 1o argue for just one more chance to wipe out rare forests. Mr
Duncan sets out the Wran Government's good record on rainforest conservation but then
altempts 1o excuse yel more logging by alluding o the logging being done by bulldozers
gaining "access 1o the small pocket (}0 hectares) of rainforest ..by the bullock trail used
to extract timber Irom the area in former years.”. He then goes on Lo say that Mr Carr's
decision is “disturbing to the sawmill industry and many private landowners” as the
logging was intended to enable Standard Sawmills (a timber company) 10 meet the
balance of a contractual committment 1o supply timber to the new Parliament House in
Canberra.

This letter highlights the insatiable appetite of the NSW timber industry for rainforests.
They and their political allies, the NSW Liberal and National Parties, cannot be trusted to
respect the fact that the period of exploitation of rainforests for timber is over.

The only critcism that can be directed at Mr Carr is that he did not realise what his
Federal Labor colleagues were up 1o in the rainforests of NSW before it was almost too
late. Areas of Washpool, not yet in Netionat Park. have already gone to the chainsaw for
ihe selfl aggrandisement of Federal politicians.

Aeqaeun RITE O]

Wrile to vour Capital city newspapers demanding that the Federal
Government not use rainforest timbers in the new Parliament House,

Write. telegram your support for the Rally to Save Rainforest. Letters to
your local, or our local newspaper showing support very useful.

THE BRISBANE RALLY: HAVE YOU PLAVED YOUR PART?

In the last Rainforest Rescue we put out a plea for those people unable to attend the
Brisbane Rally 10 send telegrams and letters of support to our office at 66 Turbot Street,
Brisbane Q1d.4000. We aim to read out these messages of support at the Raily to show the
concern felt by people around the nation,

Sofar a number of groups and individuals have responded. but nowhere near the number
of names on our mailing list! If you have not yet sent a shorl letier, please do. It will help
to make the Rally an outstanding success.

Also please write teiters of support for the Rally to the editors of the major daily papers



14 November, 1985

Ms Liz bourne

Co-ordinator

Queensland Conservation Council
P.0. Bcx 238

North Quay 0Qld 40C0

Dear Liz

WET TROPICS CAMPAIGN/RAINFOREST RESCUE

In reply to your request of 23 September for funds for "Rainforest Rescue", I
have to report that the ~Nature Conservation Council of WN.S.W. is very
sympathetic and concerned about the issue, but is unable to contribute any
funds at the moment. However, I shall include in our next Newsletter an item
which includes your need for funds.

I am enclosing a copy of a statement which may be of use in your campaign.
This statement was released at the close of a Workshop/Conference on "The Role
of Remnants of Native Vegetation in Nature Conservation", held in Busselton,
Western Australia. I was fortunate in being able to attend this Conference -
Paul Ehrlich and other international visitors were present.

Yours sincerely

Jocelyn Howell
PROJECT OFFICER

Encl.
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14 November, 1985

The Secretary

Department of Arts, Heritage & Environment
GPO Box 1252

Canberra A.C.T. 260

Dear Sir

RAINFCREST CONSERVATION IN AUSTRALIA

The Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W. believes that the abovenamed Report
to the Hon., Barry Cohen is the most comprehensive summary of the status of
Australian rainforest yet produced. It provides an excellent example of
effective collaboration, and we suggest that action by Cabinet following ‘the
Report should continue to be based on consultation and co-operation between
the parties.

The Committee which produced the Report was set up at the 1984 cCairns
Rainforest Conference at which the Minister stated that in his view "the
national Government had a role in protecting a resource that is part of our
natural heritage." Over twenty months later, rainforest is still not being
protected and our Coucnil strongly believes that more positive steps are now
urgently required.

Given that the National Estate Register and World Heritage listing are
anathema to the Queensland government (én which State lies 55% of the
remaining rainforest) we urge that the Commonwealth implement the
recommendation to provide financial incentives at the level of $10#15 million
for the first year immediately., We further recommend that the Commonwealth,
as a party to the World Heritage Convention, recognize its obligation with
respect to rainforest, including its duty of ensuring the identification,
protection, conservation, presentation, preservation and transmission to
future generations of cultural and natural heritage, as defined in the
Convention.

One practical step which could be undertaken immediately would be to encourage
the Queensland Department of Forestry to substantially increase royalty rates
for their rainforest timbers. It is clear from the data given in Table 19
that Queensland rates are all well below those of N,.S.W.

It is regrettable that the "Management" commf%%ge regarding Queensland
rainforest logging is devoid of meaning - the statement affirming the
application of sustained use principles is negated in the next sentence which

states that virgin forests are "subject to initial cuts in excess of sustained
yield."

Finally, it should be noted that Australia has not vyet ratified the
International Tropical timber Agreement; thus forfeiting the opportunity to
influence the disastrous logging which is proceeding at a fast rate in
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines; together accounting for 95% of our
igports of rainforest timbers. Not that Australia's record is outstanding -
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44% of its rainforest being under the control of varjiocus Government Forest
Authorites and therefore subject to logging. Only 24% is on secure reserves.
The States of Queensland and Tasmania, which together have 858 of our
remaining rainforest, have only 248 and 23% respectively on secure reserves.
We urge that you take this matter to Cabinet as a matter of urgency.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer

CHAIRPERSON



NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES

ist Floor, 57 Wentworth Avenue
Surry Hills NSW 2010 Ph. (02) 211-5366

14 November, 1985

The‘Secrgtary

Department of Arts, Heritage & Environment
GPO Box 1252

Canberra A.C.T. 2601

Dear Sir

[

RAINFOREST CONSERVATION IN AUSTRALIA

The Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W. believes that the abovenamed Report
to the Hon. ‘Barry Cohen is the most comprehensive summary of the status of
Australian rainforest yet produced. ' It provides an excellent example of
effective collaboration, and we suggest that action by Cabinet following the
Report should continue te be based on consultation and co-operation between
the parties.

The Committee which produced the Report was set up at the 1984 Cairns
'Rainforest Conference at which the Minister stated that in his view "the
national Government had a role in protecting a resource that is part of our
natural heritage." Over twenty menths later, rainforest is still not being
protected and our Coucnil strongly believes that more positive steps are now
urgently required.

€iven that the National Estate Register and World Heritage listing are
anathema to the Queensland government (in which State lies 55% of the
remaining rainforest) we urge that the Commonwealth implement the
recommendation to provide financial incentives at the level of $10.15 million
. for the first year immediately. We further recommend that the Commonwealth,
as a party to the World Heritage Convention, recognize its obligation with
respect to rainforest, including its duty of ensuring the identification,
protection, conservation, presentation, preservation and transmission to
future generations of cultural and natural heritage, as defined in the
Convention. ’

One practical step which could be undertaken immediately would be to encourage
the Queensland Department of Forestry to substantially increase royalty rates
-for their rainforest timbers. It is clear from the data given in Table 19
that Queensland rates are all well below those of N.S.W.

It. is regrettable that the "Management" cemment regarding Queensland

"rainforest logging is devoid of mggning - the statement affirming the
application of sustained use principles is negated in the next sentence which
_states that virgin forests are "subject to initial cuts in excess of sustained
yield."

Finally, it should be noted that Australia has not yet ratified the
International Tropical timber Agreement, thus forfeiting the opportunity to
influence ' the disastrous logging which is proceeding at a fast rate in
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines; together accounting for 95% of our
imports of rainforest timbers. Not that Australia's record is outstanding -
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44% of its rainforsst being under the control of various Government Forest
Authcorites and therefore subject to logging. Only 24% isin Secure reserves.
The States of Queensland and Tasmania, which together have 85% of our
remaining rainforest, have only 24% and 23% respectively in secure reserves.

We urge that you take this matter to Cabinet as a matter of urgency. -
Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON
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'copY OF TELEX SENT 1/11/85
~153831

T he Hon. R.J. Carr,
Minister for Planning and Environment,
Parliament House,
Macquarie Street,
‘ Sydney. 2000

.Deaf Mr. Carr,
re: PRIVATE RAINFOREST LOGGING

T he Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales congratulates iiyou
on your prompt action to halt the logging of private rainforest near
Murwillimbah by Standard SawmillsiLtd.

It is indeed ironical that the supply of rosewood timber for the‘
interior of the new federal Parliament House should be the cause of
rainforest destruction.

We lock for-ward to the acquisition of the area in gquestion by the
National Parks and Wildlife Service for addition to the Border Ranges
National Park. '

Yours sincerely
Judy Messer
Chairperson, Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales
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NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES

1st Floor, 57 Wentworth Avenue
Surry Hills NSW 2010 Ph. (02) 211 5366

TELEX

Hon. Barry Cohen
Minister for Arts, Heritage
and Environment

The Annual Conference of the Nature Conservation Council of N.S5.W.
congratulates you on tabling the Report of the Working Group on Rainforest
Conservation and urges that you place the recommendations before Cabinet and
initiate negotiations with the{Queensland Government.

JUDY MESSER
CHAIRPERSON

1st Floor

57 Wentworth Avenue
Sury Hills 2010

29th October, 1985



NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES
1st Floor, 57 Wentworth Avenue
Surry Hills NSW 2010 Ph. (02) 211 5366

TELEX

Hon. Barry Cohen
Minister for Arts, Heritage
and Environment

The -Annual Conference of the Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.
congratulates you on tabling the Report of the Working Group on Rainforest
Conservation and urges that you place the recommendations before Cabinet and
initiate negotiations with the(Igmeensland Government.

JUDY MESSER
CHAIRPERSON

1st Floor

57 Wentwqrth Avenue
Sury Hills 2010

29th October, 1985
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Hy THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT
Y THE HON. BARRY COHEN, M.P.

el RAINFOREST CONSERVATION IN AUSTRALIA
N A AND

NATICNAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR AUSTRALIA
INTERIM CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE FINAL REPORT

MRwéiEAKER,
, FOR THE INFORMATION OF HONOURABLE MEMBERS I PRESENT

TWO MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS: THE FINAL REPORT OF THE INTERIM
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY
FOR AUSTRALIA AND THE REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON RAINFOREST |
CONSERVATION. I SEEK LEAVE TO MAKE A STATEMENT ON THESE REPORTS.

BOTH THESE REPORTS WERE PREPARED FOR ME BY COMMITTEES
COMPRISING REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMONWEALTH AND STATE GOVERNMENTS,
RESEARCH INTERESTS, INDUSTRY, UNIONS, CONSERVATION AND OTHER
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS. I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE VERY
COMMENDABLE WORK DONE BY THESE COMMITTEES, BOTH OF WHICH HAD
VERY DIFFICULT TASKS TO PERFORM. THE INTERIM CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE ON THE NCSA WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP
OF SIR RUPERT MYERS, WHO TOOK A LEADING ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR AUSTRALIA, ADOPTED
AT A CONFERENCE IN 1983.

THE NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY IDENTIFIED A NEED
TO GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO THE PROTECTION OF RAINFORESTS AND
URGENT CONSIDERATION TO THOSE MOST THREATENED.

RAINFOREST CONSERVATION IS, IN MY VIEW, ONE OF THE
MOST PRESSING CONSERVATION ISSUES THAT WE FACE TODAY.
INTERNATIONALLY THERE IS GREAT CONCERN AT THE RAPID
DISAPPEARANCE OF RAINFOREST, ESPECIALLY IN AREAS UNDER IMMENSE
PRESSURE FOR ARABLE LAND AND MUCH NEEDED INCOME. WHILE
AUSTRALIA IS NOT FACED WITH THESE PROBLEMS, NEVERTHELESS THE
CONSERVATION OF AUSTRALIA'S RAINFORESTS HAS BEEN A HIGHLY
CONTENTIOUS ISSUE. RAINFOREST IN AUSTRALIA IS A SCARCE AND

VALUABLE RESQURCE. SINCE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT UP TO THREE-
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QUARTERS OF OUR RAINFOREST HAS BEEN CLEARED, MAINLY FOR
AGRICULTURE. THE REMAINDER OCCUPIES ONLY 0.3 PER CENT OF THE
COUNTRY.,

HONOURABLE MEMBERS WILL BE AWARE OF THE SERIOUS
CONFRONTATIONS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN RECENT YEARS AT SUCH
PLACES AS TERANIA CREEK, WASHPOOL AND DAINTREE. RECOGNISING
THAT CONFRONTATIONS OF THIS KIND WERE LIKELY TO CONTINUE
UNTIL AN AGREED RAINFOREST CONSERVATICN POLICY WAS DEVELOPED
fOR AUSTRALIA, I CONVENED A CONFERENCE IN CAIRNS LAST YEAR TO
DISCUSS THE WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES RELEVANT TCO THE CONSERVATION
OF AUSTRALIA'S TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL RAINFOREST. THE
CONFERENCE AGREED ON THE NEED FOR A COMMONWEALTH RAINFOREST
CONSERVATION POLICY AND PROPOSED THAT A WORKING GROUP BE
ESTABLISHED TO ADVISE ME ON-THETDEVELOPMENT OF SUCH A POLICY.

I ESTABLISHED THE WORKING‘GROUP'AT THE END OF AUGUST
1984. SENIOR’OFFICERS’FROM‘FORESTRY AND/OR NATIONAL PARKS
AUTHORITIES FROM MOST STATES INCLUDING QUEENSLAND AND NEW
SOUFH WALES TOOK PART IN THE. WORK OF THE GROUP. TASMANIA
PROVIDED AN OBSERVER.

THE WORKING GROUP'S. REPORT IS A LANDMARK IN COLLABORATION
BETWEEN GROUPS HOLDING VERY DIVERSE OPINIONS ON A MAJOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE. I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW THE ATTENTION OF
HONOURABLE MEMBERS TOQO SOME OF THE MEASURES RECOMMENDED IN THE
REPORT. |

THE REPORT RECOMMENDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT ADOPT A
COMMONWEALTH RAINFOREST CONSERVATION POLICY AND IMPLEMENT,

IN CO-QPERATION WITH THE STATES AND THE NORTHERN TERRITORY,
A NATIONAL RAINFOREST CONSERVATION PROGRAM. THE ELEMENTS OF

THE RECOMMENDED PROGRAM INCLUDE:



. A SURVEY TO IDENTIFY AREAS FOR RESERVATION TO ENSURE THE
PRESERVATION OF THE FULL RANGE OF RAINFOREST CONSERVATION
VALUES;

AN URGENT SOCIO-ECONOMIC REVIEW OF THE RAINFOREST TIMBER
INDUSTRY;

. ACQUISITION OF KEY AREAS OF PRIVATELY QWNED RAINFOREST'
FOR PRESERVATION IN NATIONAL PARKS AND EQUIVALENT RESERVES;
ACQUISITION OF SUITABLE LAND FOR PLANTATIONS AS AN
ALTERNATIVE TO LOGGING OF RAINFOREST IN THE LONG TERM:;

. PREPARATION OF MANAGEMENT PLANS AND PROVISION OF
INTERPRETATIVE CENTRES AND VISITOR FACILITIES IN PARKS
AND RESERVES CONTAINING RAINFOREST; AND

. ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL RAINFOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
WITH SUPPORTING FUNDING, TO UNDERTAKE RESEARCH TO SUPPORT
THE IMPROVED:- CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF AUSTRALIAN
RAINFOREST.. |

I SHOULD LIKE TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE WORKING GROUP

WAS NOT ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE ADVICE ON SPECIFIC AREAS OF

RAINFOREST WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF CURRENT DISPUTES. THE

WORKING GROUP WAS CONCERNED WITH THE BROADER ISSUES, AND

PROVIDING A GENERAL BASIS ON WHICH GOVERNMENTS-ﬁIGHT RESOLVE

CURRENT PROBLEMS AND ALSC PLAN FOR THE FUTURE.

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE STATES,

WITH THE INVOLVEMENT OF INDUSTRY AND THE COMMUNITY IS THE

MOST SENSIBLE WAY TO ACHIEVE RAINFOREST CONSERVATION. THE

.CO-OPE?ATION ACHIEVED WITHIN THE WORKING GROUP IN. ITSELF
IS HEARTENING IN THAT THE VARIOUS INTERESTS CAN. WORK TOGETHER.
WITH REGARD TO THE NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY,

HONOURABLE MEMBERS MAY RECALL THAT I TABLED A COPY OF THE

STRATEGY IN THIS HOUSE IN DECEMBER 1983.. THE STRATEGY
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IDENTIFIES STRATEGIC PRINCIPLES TO BE FOLLOWED IN TACKLING
MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND PLACES EMPHASIS ON THE THEME
OF HARMONISING CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT.
THE REPORT OF THE INTERIM CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
PROVIDES ADVICE ON WAYS OF IMPLEMENTING THE NCSA. THE REPORT
MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS UNDER FIVE MAIN HEADINGS:
INTEGRATION OF NCSA PRINCIPLES IN THE PROCESS OF GOVERNMENT;
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY ADVISORY
COUNCIL;
PROMOTION OF THE STRATEGY TO ENSURE WIDESPREAD AWARENESS,
ACCEPTANCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF ITS PRINCIPLES AND
OBJECTIVES;
IMPROVEMENT IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE STATE OF AUSTRALIA'S
LIVING RESOURCES; AND

.  PRACTICAL. APPLICATION OF THE STRATEGY'S PRINCIPLES. AND
OBJECTIVES.

IN CONVEYING THE REPORT TO ME SIR RUPERT MYERS AGREED
THAT, IF ADOPTED, THE RECOMMENDATIONS WOULD STIMULATE MANY
OF THE ACTIONS ENVISAGED BY THOSE WHO DEVELOPED THE STRATEGY
AT THE 1983 CONFERENCE.

BECAUSE OF THE WIDESPREAD PUBLIC INTEREST IN BOTH THE
NCSA AND RAINFOREST CONSERVATION I HAVE SOUGHT PUBLIC COMMENT
ON THE TWO REPORTS. 'I AM ALSO REFERRING THEM TO OTHER
GOVERNMENTS, TO PARTICULAR GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES AND TO
PUBLIC INTEREST GROUPS FOR COMMENT.

I LOOK FORWARD TO EARLY EXAMINATION OF THE REPORTS BY
THE GOVERNMENT, TAKING ACCOUNT OF THE COMMENTS RECEIVED.

MR SPEAKER, I COMMEND BOTH REPORTS TO THE ATTENTION OF
HONOURABLE MEMBERS AND WOULD WELCOME COMMENTS ON THEM FROM

MEMBERS OF THIS HOQUSE.

16 OCTOBER 1985



11 October, 1985

The Hon. R. J. Hawke, PM
Prime Minister of Australia
Parljament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Hawke

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales was very pleased to read
some time ago of the announcements by yourself and the Premier of New South
Wales that the nomination of NSW Rainforests would proceed.

We wish to draw your attention to the fact that no further action appears to
have eventuated on this matter. This continual delay and vacillation can only
add to international doubts as to whether Australia has either the will or the
administrative capacity, to effectively protect Australia's unique rainforest
heritage.

We therefore urge you to take prompt action to ensure that the relevant
federal and state departments expedite the nomination forthwith.

We look forward to hearing that the nomination has in fact been forwarded to
Paris. '

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHATRPERSON



11 October, 1985

The Hon. B. Cohen, MP

Minister for Arts, Heritage & Environment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister

re: NSW RAINFOREST NOMINATIONS TO THR
WORLD HERITAGE LISTING

It is hardly necessary to say that we were very pleased to read of the
announcements by the Prime Minister and the Premier of NSW, that the NsSW
Rainforest listing would proceed forthwith. We are most concerned to find
that nothing further has eventuated on this matter.

We seek your assurance that you will personally ensure that action is taken on
thie issue as a matter of urgency. The fact is that not only has Australia's
reputation been tarnished internationally by its failure to protect the
Queensland rainforests, but it is appearing incapable of implementing the
nomination procedures when it does have the will.

We trust that your efforts to resolve the situation will be both prompt and
effective.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON



11 October, 1985

The Hon. N.K. Wran, QC, MP
Premier of New South Wales
Parliament House
Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Mr Wran

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales was very pleased to read
some time ago of the announcements by yourself and the Prime Minister that the
nomination of NSW Rainforests would proceed. We are concerned to find
therefore that nothing further appears to have eventuated on this matter. We
have been led to believe that the delay may be attributed to a lack of
necessary action by the relevant authorities in NSW.

We would therefore be pleased if you would address yourself to this issue as a
matter of urgency. If nothing else, Australia will be gaining an
international reputation for total incompetency in relation to its capacity to
act effectively to protect our unique rainforest heritages.

We look forward to your reassurance that the nominations will be forwarded to
Canberra and then to Paris, without further delay.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON
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ADDRESS BY THE HON. BARRY COHEN, M.P., MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE
,‘ZAND ENVIRONMENT TO THE 1985 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SYMPOSIUM
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8 NOVEMBER 1985

L HAD PLARNED FENIGHT 7O GIVE YOU 4 LOKG QLSSERTATION ON IHE
[MPLEMEMTATION OF A NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY AND QUR BASIC
PH{LOSOPHY THAT WE DO NOF HAVE 70 CHOOSZ BETWEEN [HE SNVIROMMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT. auﬁsvea. [ BELIZVE THAT AT A CONFERENCE SUCH AS
iH{5, 1T wuLD 8E MDREvnPPROPRIﬁlE 10 TALX ABOUF THE ACT THAT HAS
JEMERATED MORE OESATE AND COMIAQVERSY AKD MORE MISURDERSTANDING
THAN ANY PEECE OF XEY ENVIROMMENFAL LEGISLATION QURING THE PAST
SECADE. 1 REFER. OF COURSE. 10 7HE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERFIES
CONSERVATION ACT.

THE ACT S YOU KNOW WAS PASSED WITH THE EAPRESS INTENTECM OF
STOPPLNG THE BUILDING OF THE GORDON-S8ELON-FRANMLIN DAM [N THE
SOUTH WEST WILDERNESS AREA OF TASMANIA. [HE HIGH COURT RULED BY
A NARROM MAJORITY DF FOUR 1D FTHRES THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERMMENT
HAD THE POWER 70 STOP AN ACTION THAT WQULD HAVE [RREPARABLY
DAMAGED OR DESTROYED AN AREA [M AUSTRALIA ON THE WOALO HERITAGE
LLST. THE ACT COULD BE TRIGGEAED SiMPLY BY NOMINATING AN AREA
AMD { HAYE WAD LEGAL ADVICE - MOT TESTED IN THE HIGH COURT - THAT
[F MIGHT 3E [NYOKED BY PLACING AN AREA ON AN INDICATIVE LISV

70 8E CONSIDERED FOR MOMINATION.

SINCE THE PASSING OF FHE ACT AND THE SUASECQUENT HIGH COURT
DECISION. ENVIRONMENFAL ORGAMISAVIONS SEEM [0 ME TQ HAVE MADE A
STRIZS OF ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WGRLO HERITAGE LISTING AMD THE WORLD
HERITAGE PROPERTIES CONSERVATEON ACT iHAE DO NOT STAND UP T0
DETAILED EXAMENATTON AND TOTALLY IGMORE THE PRACTICAL AND
POLITICAL REALITIES THAT FLOW FROM INVGXING THE ACT,

ALTHOUGH THE GOYERKMENT MADE [F¥ CLEAR AT [HME TIME OF THE PASSAGE

OF THE ACT THAT [TS USE WAS CONSIDERED A5 A LAST RESOAT,

WITHIN MOSTHS OF THE HIGH COURT DECISION ENVIRGNMENT GAOUPS WERE
DEMAND[4G THE NGMENATIDH GF THE GREATER DAINTREC AREA FOR THE
WORLD HERIGAGE LIST N AN AFTEMPT 70 $T62 THE AUILDING OF A DIRT
20AD 3Y THE OOUGLAS SHIRE COUMCIL FROM CAPE TRIBULATION 10
BLOOMF [ELD, A DISTANCE GF APPROXIMATELY THIRTY W[LOMETRES OF
WHICH APPROXIMATELY OHE THIRD S THROUGH SPECTACULAR RAINFOREST.
THIS WAS LATER EXTENDED 70 INCORPORATE ALL THE NORTH QUEENSLAND
IROPICAL RAINFOREST AREA.

THE MAJOR ASSUMPTION FHAT WAS MADE VHEN AND REPEATED AD

INFINITUM SINCE. 1S FHAT [F THE COMMONWEALTH FOOX THE 37EP
PROPOSED BY THE ENVIROMMENTAL GROUPS, FHE GREATER OA[NTRET wOULD
3E SAVED. THE RODAD WOULD BE CLOSED anD THE RAINFAREST RESTORED 10
{79 PREVEQUS STATE. JUSi AS "NO DAMS™ BECAME THE SLOGAN FOR THE
SOUTH WEST, ™WORLD HERITAGE LISTING™ BECAME THE CAVCH-CRY 0 SAVE
THE RATNFORESTS,

[ 900" T Q8JECT 10 PEQPLE PUFTING THAT PERTICULAR PROPOSITION BUT
[ AM [AR[TATED 3Y FHE DOCMATIC ASSUMPT{ON FHAT FIRSTLY VHE ACT OF
AOMINATION WILL AUTGMATICALLY MEAN THE GUARANTEED PRESERVATION OF
AL AUEENSLAND NORTH [ROPICAL RAINFORESTS ARD THAT FHERE IS MO
PNSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE TRACK 70 GO 00wH. [ MAY HMAVE MESSED THEM
BUT [ HAVE NOT SCEN ONE SIMGLE ARTICLE IM THE PRESS IR IV,

OTHER THAN THOSE GUOTING ME. THAT SUGGESTS THAT THERE JWST MIGHT
BE ANOQTHER WaY,

UNFORTUMATELY, MANY OF OUR MEDIA PEOPLE MAVE NEITHER THE TIME MOR

THE ENCLINATION FQ DG THE RESEARCH NECESSARY 10 FULLY £XPLQRE
WHAT WOULD FOLLOW WORLD HERETAGE LISTING.

LEAVING ASIDE [HE POLITICS OF IHE SITUATION FOR THE MOMENF, LET
ME [RY TO DO WHAT FQ THE BEST OF MY XNOWLEDGE NO ONE HAS FRIED 0
00 S0 FAR AND IMAGINE WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN (F THE GOVERNMENT OECIDED
fG PROCEED TO MOMINATE THE NORTH QUEENSLAND RAINFORESTS FOR THE
WORLD HERITAGE LiST. AS § POIMTED OUT, FHE ACT OF NCMINATION IS
SUFFTCIENT TO TRIGGER THE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES CONSERVATTON
ACT.

[MMEDIATELY THIS HAPPENED ! WOULD ASSUME LT WOULD BE SXPECTED OF
US THAT WE WOULD FELL THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT TQ CEASE ANY
FURTHER WORX ON THE ROAD AND CLOSE [T DOWN, w[T¥ NO OOUBT FHE
COMMONWEALTH PROYEDING THE RESOURCES 70 ATTEMPF 10 RESTGRE (T 10
AS NEAR AS FOSSIBLE ITS PREVIOUS STATE. [NCIDENTALLY, [
UMDERSTAND THAT DURING [HE PAST THIRTY GR FORTY YEARS w0 CR
THREE ROADS HAVE SEZN BUIL7 THROUGH THE SAME A4REA AND WERE
EVENTUALLY ABANDONED AND GRAODUALLY OVERRUN 3Y RAINFOREST.

WITHIN MINUTES OF US TELLING THE QUEENSLAND GOYERMMENT 1D TAXE
SUCH ACTEON [ HAYE XD OOUBV THAT WE WOULD BE [N THE HIGH COURT.
#0 ONE CAN ACCURATELY TELL THE QUICOME OF SUCH 4N ENCOUNTER 8uTl
[T 4AS QUR ADVICE [HAT WHEREAS TKE H{GH COURT HAD AULED MARROWLY
N QUR FAYOUR [N THE FRAMKLIN RIVER CASE QN THE GROUNDS THAT THE
DAM 'WOULD IRREPARABLY DAMAGE THE REGION, [N THE CASE OF FHE
OAINTREE ROAD FHERE WOULD 3E A QUESTIOM WHETHER THE CONSTRUCTIOM
WOULD CAUSE [RREPARABLE OAMAGE TQ THE WET TROPIC RAINFORESTS A5 A
WHOLE.

0OES THE SUILBING OF A 30 XELOMETRE ROAD, ONLY PART OF WHICH S
THROUGH RAIMFOREST, CONSTITUTE AN {RREPARABLY DAMAGING THREAT 70
THE WHOLE OF THE NORTH QUEENSLAND RA[MFORESTS. AEMEMBERENG THAT
ALMOST ALL OF THE COASTAL STRIP wAS GNCE COVERED IN TROPICAL
RAINFORESTS AND THAT DURING THE PAST 100 YEARS MUCH OF 1T HAS
9EEN CRISSCROSSED WETH ROADS, SETTLED AY MUMERQUS TOWNS AND
YILLAGES, TURKED OYER IO SUGAR CANE AND A HOST OF FARMING AND
QFHER ACTIVITIES.

THE ARGUMENT THAT THE ROAD WAS 3EING 8UILT T GPEN uP
OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOGSENG, RESIDENTIAL DEYELGPMENT. AND MENENG
WGULD [N MY VIEW NOT CARRY WEIGHT [N A HIGH COURT CASE. THE
QUEENSLAHD GOYERHMENT HAS DEN{ED IMPHATICALLY THAT THAT {5 [7S
PMTENTION AND MO ONE HAS 3EEN ABLE TO PROVE QTHERW{SE. A PARTY
CAN'T BE FOUND GUILTY BECAUSE WE SUSPECT THEY MAY DO SOMETHING.
ME AN OQHLY ACCEPF AT FACE VALUE THEIR ASSURANCES THAT THE ROAD
WAS SOLELY [0 CONNECT CAPE TRIZULATION 70 BLOOMFIELD, FOR (TS
{OURIST VALUE AND (D [MPRGVE ACCESS FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS,

i XMOW THAT §0 SOME DEDICATED SHVIRONMENTALISTS ANY SUGGESTION
THAT FHE BUELDINC OF THE ROAD [SH'T THE ZMD QF THE WORLD AS %E
XNOW [T IS COMSIDERED HIGH [REASON. WE MUST REMEMBER THAT {7
WOULD 8f SEVEM HIGH COURT JUDGES 4HE WOULD MAKE THAT OECISEDQN 0T
THE AUSTRALIAH CONSERVAF{ON FOUNDATION: AND THEY 'WOULD HAVE HAD
PQ TAXE THE FOLLOWING FACTORS INTQ ACCOUNT.



FIRSTLY, [IHAT AT THE PEAX OF THE DEBATE FROM LATE 198) [0 LATE
1988 WHILE THE ROAD WAS BEENG BUILT. THE HORIH QUEENSLAND
AAINFORESTS WERE HOT ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST AND WERE NOT
3E{NG CONSIDERED FOR NOM{NATION. A FA[ALY LARGE SLICZ

OF THE RA[NFORESTS HAD AT THAT T[ME NOT EVEM JECM NOMINATED FOR
THE NATLEMAL ESTATE. [N FACT, 1 CAN'T RECALL THE MATTER BEING
RALSED A{TH ME PRIOR TO THE SUILDING OF THE ROAD.

SECONDLY. UNLEKE THE SOUTH WEST TASMAM[A WILDERNESS PARKS. THE
NGRTH QUEENSLAND RA[NFGRESTS WERE AND STILL ARE NOT W[TH[M
CLEARLY OEFINED BOUNDARIES. SOME OF THE AREA [5 NATIONAL PARK,
SOME STATE FGREéTS AND CROWH LAND, AND A SUBSTANTIAL PORFION 5
N PRIVATE OWNERSHIP FOR A MULTITUDE OF PURPQSES [NCLUDING
RESIOENTIAL, TOURISM. SUGAR-CAME FARMS, AND LOGGING ACTIVITIES.

AS LAWYERS, [ AM SURE YOU CAN [MAGEME THE FUN THAT WOULD HAVE
ENSUED EVERY TIME SOME ACTION OCCURRED THAT EARNED THE [RE OF THE
CONSERVATTON MOVEMENT.

LET ME ASSURE YOU THEY ARE VEGILANT ALMOST TQ THE POINT WHERE
SOME ARE DEMANDING NQTHING MUST EVER MAPPEM [N A ORLD HERITAGE
AREA. FOR EXAMPLE [ HAVE ON FILE A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF
THE A.C.F.. DR MOSELY, DEMANDENG THAT [ TELL MEYILLE WRAN NOT TQ
PROCEED 70 BUILD A 3D FT WINDMILL ON LGRO HOWE ISLAND UKDER THE
THREAT OF USING THE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES COMSERYATION ACT.
1 AESISTED THE TEMPTATION 7O PASS THE MESSAGE QM TQ THE PREMIER
FOR TWO REASONS, OME OF WHICH WAS MY STRONG SUPPORT FOR WIND
POWER AND THE QTHER [ CAN LEAVE 7D YOUR [MAGINATION.

THERE [S MO OOUBT THAT WE WOULD HAVE BEEN IN AND QUF OF THE HICH
CCURT LIKE THE AUSTRALIAN CRICKET TEAM ON AM ENGLISH WICKET.

THESE ARGUMENTS HAYE NOT OF COURSE SEEN ACCEPTED BY MANY PEQPLE
WHO HAVE ASSERTED [HAT WIN OR LOSE WE SHOULD HAVE GONE {UWN THAT
TRACK. THAT'S ALL VERY WELL FOR THEM, BUT THERE ARE OTHER
CONSIDERATIONS A GOVERNMENT HAS TG TAKE l“[ﬂ ACCOUMT THAR "DEATH
AND GLORY™ OECISIONS ABOUT THE NEXT BATTLE.

[TS BEEN SUGGESTED 3Y SECFIONS OF THE CONSERVATION MOVEMEMT,
AACKED UP BY THE AGE AND THE SYONEY MORNIMG HEAALD £DETORS, THAT
THE GHLY WAY T0 GO WAS TO HAVE A HEAD-ON CONFRONTATION WITH THE
QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT - [N OTHER WORDS A RE-ENACTMENT OF THE
FRANKLIN SAGA. [ MAY 3E A LITTLE CYHICAL, BUT [ HAVE A VAGUE
SUSPICION FHAT THOSE WHO UTTER THAT BATTLE CRY ENJOY THE SRAWL
RATHER THAN THE RESULT AND THAT SECTIONS OF THE MEDIA SEEM MORE
THAM A TRIFLE DLSAPPOINTED FHAT THEY HAVE BEEN DENIED THE LATEST
GLADIATORIAL SPECTACLE.

THE HMAWKE GOVERNMENT, AND MYSELF [N PARTICULAR, ARE ACCUSED OF
SEING *GUTLESS® RECAUSE WE WON'T TAKE ON JOH OVER [HE DAINTREE.

IGHORENG FOR THE MOMENT FHAT WE TOOX OM ROBIN GRAY QVER THE
FRANKLEN, THAT WE *T00K ON' FHE NORTHERM TERRITORY GOVERNMENT
OVER KAKADU AMD AYERS 30CK, AND THAT WE FOOK ON QUEENSLAKD OVER
MORETON [SLAMD, AND THAT IN EACH CASE WE WON THE TNVIRONMENTAL
BATTCE [RRESPECTIVE OF FHE POLITICAL EMPLICATIONS, ONE WONDERS
HOW MANY TIMES ONE HAS [0 PROVE HOW "MACHQ® ONE i5 T0 EARN THE
PLAUDITS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMEMT. ODOES EVERY [SSUE HAVE TQ
3E OECIOED QM THE BATTLEFIELO? ISN'T (T POSSIBLE THAT THERE MAY
JUST BE ANDTHER WAY?  ['M NOT SAYING THAT #E SHOULD NOT FIGHT I[F
AQSOLUTELY NECESSARY. [F ONE BELIEVES THAT IN THE FINAL AMALYSIS
viCTORY [5 POSSIBLE, BUT iF YOU BELIEVE THE 0DOS ARE AGAINST TOU
AND [F 70U BELIEVE THE PRICE OF DEFEAT [S {00 HIGH, FHEN WHY XOF
TRY ANOTHER WAY? WHY N FRY A MEGOTIATED SETFLEMENT? [ ALWAYS
THOUGHT THAT WAS THE WAY OF THE PEACE LOVERS.

+

*
[§'S 9EEN SUGGESTED 3Y SOME THAT {7 [S POSITIVELY (NDECENT 70
MENTION FHE POLITICAL [MPLICATIONS OF USING TME WORLD HERTTAGEw
aCT TO STOP THE BUILDING OF THE ROAD IN THE DAINTREE, THEY
QELIEVE WE SHOULD CHARGE AHEAD IGNORENG ALL THE CRSUALTIES AND
SRETENDENG THAT STOPPING THE ROAD WAS THE SOLE OBIECTIVE 6F THE
MAWKE GOVERNMENT - 1T°S AAISON O'ETRE. M LATE 1984, JUST PRIOR
10 IHE ELECTION. [T WAS PUT 10 ME 3Y [HOSE. OF UCH NOBLER SPIRIE
THAN [ [HAT WE WERE ACFUALLY CONSIDERING THE LIKELY AOLITICAL
INPRCT OF PLACING TME QUESMSLAND RAIMFUREST ON FPME WORLD HERITAGE
LISi AND DOING BATTLE WITH [HE QUEZNSLAND GOVERNMENT.

[ SALD THAT HAD WE OONE SO THE DEBATE WOULD HAVE SHIFTED FROM [HE
ROAD TO ONE ABOUT STATES' RIGHIS AND THAT [T WAS A BATTLE THAT [
DID NOT FRINX WE COULD wiH. A FIYE PER CEMT SWING AGAINST US ¥
GUEENSLAND SIMILAR TD WHAT HAD OCCURRED EN [ASMANIA WOULD LOSE US
£IGHT SEATS AND LN [HE LAST ELECTION THAT WOULD HAVE MEANT
COVERNMENT. THIS COMMENT SZEMS [0 HAVE CAUSED CHORMOUS
CONSTERMATION M CERTAIN QUARTERS AMD A OEGREE OF SHOCK/HORROR
THAT A GOYEANMENT COULD POSSIBLY CONSIDER FHE POLETICAL
IMPLICATION OF An ACTION [T WAS PROPOSING [0 TAKE. THE TONE OF
THE COMMENTS HAS BEEN A HIGH MORAL ONE THAT [MPLIES THAT THERE {5
RIGHT AND WRONG AND THAT [RRESPECTIVE OF THE COST OR THE
POSSIBILITY OF AN ALTERMATIVE APPROACH, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ONLY
ONE CHOICE. ~DEATH JEFORE DISHONOUR™ {GNORES THE
RESPONSIBILITIES ANY GOYERNMENT, PARTICULARLY A LABOR GOVERKMENT,
HAS TO THE AGED. THE INFIAM, THE UNEMPLOYED, THE UNDERPRIYILIGED.
aND IGWORES EF I MAY SAY SO, ALL THE OTHER GREAT THINGS A LAGOR
SOVERKMENT CAM 00 FOR THE ERVIRONMENT.

{F { MAY JUST PAUSE FOR A COMMERCIAL BEFORE 1 FRACE WITH YOU IHE
ALTERNATIVES, LET ME STATE WITH PRIDE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
HAWKE GOVEARMENT IM THE SNVIROMMENT AREA: WE STOPPED THE GORDON-
SELOW-FRANKLIH DAM, WE'VE PROTECTED MORETON iSLAND. WE'VE
GREATLY ENLARGED KAKADU MATIGNAL PARK WiTH THE ADDITION OF STAGE
2. WE'VE NG [NCLUDED 38 PER CENT OF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF IN
THE MARINE PARK. WE'YE DRAMATICALLY [NCREASED FUNDIRG 70
YOLUNTARY CONSERVATION GROUPS. WE'VE RATIFIED THE CITES
CONVENTION AND VOFED LARGE INCREASES [N FUNDS FOR NATURE
CONSERYATIGN AND HERITAGE PROGRAMS. 4LL THIS, AND MORE, [N ENLY
T40 AND A HALF YEARS.

LET ME NOW EXPLALN WHY [ BELIEVE A DIFFERENT APPROACH WAS
NECESSARY. [ ACCEPT THAT WE MAY HAVE WON THE DAY THROUGH WORLD
HERTTAGE LISTENG, ALTHOUGH OUR ADVICE WAS THAT WE WOULD NOT.
IMAGINE, THOUGH, [F TGU WiLL HOW € HDULD HAYE LOGKED [F 'WE HAD
LOST. [T WOULD HAVE SET 9ACK THE PROTECTION EMHERENT IN THE ACT

TO AN ENORMOUS OEGRES. [F WE HAD WON THE CMANCES ARE 7THAT THE
AQAD WOULD HAYE STOPPED 3UF THAT ALL OTHER OAMAGENG ACTIVETIES

NOW AND [N THE FUTURE wOULD ALSO HAVE BEZN SUBJECTED 10 HIGH
COURT CHALLENGES.

THERE 15 AN ASSUMPTEON BY A LOT OF PEOPLE THAT ONCE AN AREA [S
PLACED ON THE WORLD HERLFAGE LIST, [T SOMEHOW QR QTHER SECOMES
COMMONWEALTH PROPERTY. IT DGES MOT. THE EXAMPLE OF THE GREAT
AARRIER RECF HAS BEZIN WIDELY QUOTED. 3UT THE GREAT 3ARRIER REEF
SEGION, UP TQ THE LOW WATER MARK, {S [OMMONWEALTH PROPERTY UNDER
DIFFERENT ARRANGEMENTS, §HE AREAS W[TH WGRLD HERITAGE LISTING
REMA L SOVEREIGH FERR{TORY OF THE STATES [N WH(CH THEY ARE
LOCATED. ALL THE COMMOMWEALTH CaN 00 IS 70 ACT uMDER [TS TREATY
GILICATIONS TO ENSURE SERIOUS DAMAGE [5 HOT QONE 0 THEM. [HERE
ARE THOSE 'WHO REGARD AWY ACTIGH iN A WORLD HERITAGE AREA 4§
DAMAG [NG. iﬁ SOME THEY HAVE ACHIEVED "SACRED SITE™ STATUS AND
SHOULD REMALN EHVIOLATE. GHCE AGAIN [ SUSPECT BECAUSE OF THE
SPECIAL WILDERMESS QUALLTIES OF SOUTH WEST TASMAN{A THERE WGQULD



3E THOSE WHO 9EL{EVE THAT LITERALLY NO CHANGES. MO [NTERFERENCE,
QR ACTIVIEY OF ANY KIND SHOULD 3£ PEIMITIED.

THIS [S NOT AESTRICTED 10 AN EHYIROMMENTAL VIEW. HAVING JUST
AETURMED FROM AN [NSPECTION GF SHARK BAY NEAR CARNARVON (4R}
AHICH 15 SEENG MOOTED AS A POSSIBLE WORLO HERITAGE STTE. 1 CAN
ATTEST TO THE GENUINE FEARS THAT EXIST AVONGST THE FARMING AND
fOUREST COMMUMITIES OF THAT AEGION, WHO ARE SCARED WETLESS AT THE
FROSPECT OF THE AREA BEING PLAbED 0} THE WORLD HERLFAGE LIST.
THSTEAD OF [T BEING WELCOMED AS A MATTER OF GREAT PRIDE DUE 10
?TS ENHANCED STATUS AND TOURIST POTENTIAL, [HE LOCALS ARE

TEARIFIED FHAT THE AREA [S GOING (O SE 'TAKEN AWAY' FROM [HEM.
OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE CONSTAMILY LACED W{TH £XPRESSICQNS SUCH AS
"WE ARE HOT GIVING UP OME ENCH" AND “YOU CAN'T TAXE THIS OR
THAT",

AT [HE RESK OF REPEATING MYSELF. [ MUST REITERATE THAT THESE
AREAS REMAIN UNOER STATE SOVEREIGNTY AND [F WE ARE TG ENSURE
GENMUINE PROTECTION AND PRESERYATION OF THESE UNIQUE AREAS, [HEN
WE CAN AKD MUST DO (T WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF THE STATE
GOVERNMENFS. HOW CAN WE POSSIBLY GET SUCH CO-OPERATION [F THE
WD GOVERNMENTS ARE CONSTANTLY AT LOGGERHEADS? THERE ARE ALWAYS
DIFFERENCES GF OPINION BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNKENTS.
THAT IS EXACERBATED WHEN THE GOVERNMENTS ARE OF O[FFERENT
POLITICAL PERSUASIONS.

LT [S ALMOST [NTOLERABLE IF ADDED TO THAT GUR RELATIONS ARE
FURTHER SOURED BY PUBLIC SLANGING MATCHIS, CONSTANT HIGH COURT
CHALLENGES, AND COMMONWEAL FH/STATE RELATIONS AS ELECFION [SSUES.
NOW, SOMETIMES SUCH CLASHES ARE UMAVOIDABLE. [T iS5 NOT UNKNOWN
FOR THE STATES 70 HAVE A "SASH THE FEDS™ ELECTTON CAMPAIGN.
NEVERTHELESS, POLITICS CAN 3E A5 MUCH ABOUT HuMAN RELATIONS AS fT
CAN 8E ABOWF POLITICAL RELATIQNS.

['YE TRIED MY 3EST 70 DEYELOP GOUD WORKING RELATIGNS WITH MY
STATE COUNTERPARTS [RRESPECTIVE OF THEIR POLETICAL AFFILIATIONS.
SY AND LARCE [ THIMK §T HAS WORKED REASGMABLY WELL ALTHOUGH FROM
T{ME TO TIME THERE HAVE 3SEEN A FEW CROSS WORDS. | HAVE TRIED 10
COMVINCE THEM FHAT 4 FEDERAL LABOR GOVERMMENT QOES NOT SEEK 10 .
TAKE OVER COMTROL OF THEIR ACFIYITIES EUT THAT WE HAVE MUTUALLY
DESIRABLE GOALS THAT CAN BENEFIT THEIR STATE AND THEREFORE, THE
WHOLE COUNTRY. [ CAN'T ACHIEVE THAT TRUST [F WE ONLY EVER MEET
[ COURT OR [¥ TELEVISION DEBATES - NEWSWORTHY AS THEY MUST 3¢
FOR THE MEDIA,

AECOGMESING THAT QUR OIMINISHING RAINFORESTS HAD BEEN A CAUSE OF
. CONSTANT FRICTION FOR MANY YEARS AND FHAT THEY WOULD [NCREASIMGLY
BECOME A MAJOR {SSUE IF NOT THE MAJOR [SSUE [N THE FUTURE, [
DETERMINED EHAT THE ONLY REALISTIC APPROACH- WAS THAT aLL THE
YARIQUS PARTIES WITH AN ACKNOWLEDGED INTEREST IN RAINFORESTS
SHGULD PLAY A PARTICIPATING ROLE [N DEVELGPING A STRATEGY 70 SAVE
THEM. [N FEBRUARY 1984, [ CONVEHED A RA[NFGREST CONFERENCE M
CA[ANS THAT BROUGHT FOCETHER AEPRESENTATIVES OF STATE AND FEDERAL
GOVERNMENTS, THE CONSERVA[ION MOVEMENT, RESEARCH IMTERESTS THE
UN{ONS. AND THE TIMBER [NDUSTRY AND FOLLOWED [HAT UP WiTH THE
APPOINTMENT OF A WORKING GROUP ON RAIMFOREST COHSERVATION 70
DEVELQP THE STRAFCGY. FO MY DELIGHF ALL PARTIES [NCLUDING THE
NUEENSLAKD GOVERNMENT PARTICEIPATED [N BOTH THE CONFEAENCE AND THE
AORK ING GROUP, [ SEPTEMBER QF IH(S YEAR [HE WORKING GROUP
REPORTED TQ ME WETH A RANGE OF RECOMMENDATIONS [HAT [ BELIEVE CaN
3E THE GENESIS QF PRESERYING WHAT IS LIFT OF AUSTRALEA'S YALUABLE
AALMFORESTS. My ONLY REGRET S THAT ET FOOX ABQUT SiX MONTHS
LOMGER THAN [ HAD HOPED {T WOULD TAXE 7O COMPLETE THE AEPQRT,
FIME DOES NOT PERMIT ME 70 QUQTE [N FULL THE EIGHT PAGES OF
FECOMMENDATIONS 3UT THE MAJOR SECOMMENDATIONS ARE:

a survey to fdenclfy areas for reservatlion to ensute ine
oreservatlon of the fell range of raln{arest conservatlon
values taklng full account of exlsting {nfarmation:
greservatlon as a matter of orlazity of Crown rainforest
tanas of nigh conservation value. in¢luding key virgin
calnforest aceas. 1n natlonal oarks ana squlvalent reserves:
atovision of adeoyate comoensation to emolovers. contraciors
ang emeloyees 015auvantaqeulln any sltuatlons where existing
commitments to lmdustzry are revised In the lnterests of
orotectlon of sucn areas:

consiaeratlon 9of nomlnatlan ¢f ralnforesk areas Ln Australla
for Worlo Heritaqe LIsting:

acauisition of %ey areas of orivately owned ralnforest fot
oreservation Ln natlonal oarks and equivalent reserves:

a review of legislatlve, aoministrative ana flscal measuies.
Incluglng royaltles, relatlng to the preservation of
2xisting ralnforest:

acqulsition of sultaple lana for, ano estaglisnment af,
olantations as an alternative to loqolng of ralnforest in
the lgng term;

an urgent ceview of the rainforesi timoer incustry to
Investigate the =conomic ans soclal consequences of onasing
down or terminating logglng. of providing alternative
economically vlable souzces of timper ang emoloyment 1f
avallatle ang of oroviding comoensatien to emoloyers,
contzactors and employees tnat would be dlsagvantaged;

areparation of management olans and oravision of management

measures for parks and teserves containing ralnforest;

orovislon of Interoretative centres ang visitor faclli!itles

for parks and reserves c<ontaining rainforest:

establishment of a Matlonal Rainforest Research Institute,

with supoorting funging to:

- ungertake research (o swpport the {moroveo conservaticn
ang management of Australlan ralnforest,

- co-aralnacte and promote collataracive research
0roQrams, ang

- oromete ralnforest management iraining througn existing
educational inscitutions:

invekvement 1n lnternaticnal activities to assist 1n the

fmanagement angd conservatlon of ralaforests.

limiting further allenation of rainforest. pending teview of

the reasons for any aropesed alienatlon and the conservation

status of the ratnforest [nvolven:

encayragement of lacal qovernment to recognlse the

conservation values of ralnforest am orivale land and to

adoot aoprooriate measures Lo orotect {hese values giving

particular atten{fon to limiting the fragmentation of areas

af existing ralnforest; -

us2 af the best endeavgurs of all governments to timit the

clearing af orivately owned ralnforest foz uroan,

agricultural or Infrasiructure geveloement: ang

avoldance of clearing publicly owneo rainfarest Lf there (s

any feasiole alternatlive, ano senjecting any significant

oroogasal for such clearing to environmental lmoact

assessmani pefare 3 gecisfon &g oroceeg 1s mage:

estaplisn a Ralnforest Aovisory Commities with aoproprlate

memgersnip o aagvise ine Commonwealih Government. Chcougn

tne MEnlster fer Aris. Heritace ano Envirgmment, on tne

2xgenaiture af {ungs ang otner asdects of the Hatlonal

Aalnforest Conservatlon Program: ang

orovlae aporoeriate agdicional Commonwealin GCovernment staff

4nd resources Lo syoogrl the w07k of the Ralnforest Aovisory

Cammtttee ang {o0 acminlster thne Hatignal Ralnforest
Canservation Program.



THE CO5T OF [MPLEMEMTING SUCH A PROGRAM {5 ESTIMATED AT 510.i5
MLLION. THE WORKING GROUP REPORT 15 QYT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
UNTIL 15 NOVEMBER AND MY DEPARTMENT {5 EXAMINING THE
IECOMMENDATIONS AND PREPARING A CABINET SUBMISSION.

LET ME SUMMARESE WHAT { THINX OUR GOALS OUGHT 70 3E. FIRSILY. 1
THINK WE HAVE TQ PROTECT VHE AREAS OF AIGHEST PREORITY FOR
THETR ENVIRGHMEMTAL, SCIENTIFIC AND AESTHETIC VALUES.

SECONDLY. [ BELIEVE WE HEED 70 CONVINCE THE COMMUNITY THAT IN QuR
BRINFORES[ 4E HAVE A YALUABLE RESOURCS NOT QLY FOR TS [XIRINSIC
VALUE A4S UNTOUCHED WILDERMESS OR FOR 175 WABETAT VALUE FOR RARE
IHD ENDANGERED SPECIES 8UF, AT A PRAGMATIC LEVEL, AS AN CCONOMIC
RESOURCE AND FOR (TS INIERNATIONAL TGUREST VALUE. NO ONE HAS T0
CONVINCE THE GUEENSLAND GOVEANMENT THAT THE GREAT BARRIER REEF IS
OF ZNORMDUS ECONOMIC [MPORTAMCE AS THE WORLD®S GREATEST CORAL
ZCOSYSTEM. THEY SEE [HE EVIDENCE DAILY AS PEOPLE FLOCK FROM ALL
OYER THE WORLD {0 SXPERIENCE TS OELIGHIS. [ SELIEVE PROPERLY
PROMOTED. PLANNED AND WETH SYMPATHEFIC TAUREST INFRASTRUCTURE AND
{NTERPRETAFIVE CENFRES. iHE RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA CAN SECOME
(ONE THE OF GREAT TOURIST ATTRACTIONS OF THIS NATION.

THE WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF QUETNSLAND, LED 8Y THE
[NTREPLD YVONNE CUNNENGHAM, HAVE DESIGNED A MAGNIFICENT CONCEPT
70 TAKE A FEW KECTARES OF RAINFOREST AND BUILD TOURIST

WALKWAYS [N THE FOREST TOPS THEMSELYES, ENABLING PEQPLE TQ
WANDER THROUGH THE FORESTS 30TH DAY AND NIGHT AND EXPERIEKCE THE
MYRIAD OELIGHIS IT HAS 1O OFFER. [ THINK A LIMITED HUMBER OF
YENTURES OF THES NATURE ARE ZXCITING AND [MAGIMATEVE AND OFFZR A
GREATER LGNG-TEAM FUTURE FOR ZCONOMIC DEVELUPMENT ARD EMPLOYNENT
THAN DOES FHE LOGGING OF 4 SMALL MUMSER OF TREES THAT, ONCE THEY
ARE TAXEM, REMOVE THAT YIRGINAL QUALITY SO MUCH ADMIRED IN QUR
FORESES. AT THE MGMENT ALL fHE TOURIST ACTIWITIES CONCENTRATE ON
THE AEEF. IN TIME THE RAINFORESTS CAN COMPLEMENT THE REEF 1S A
WORLD CLASS ATTRACTIGH. PUT SIMPLY, [ FORESEE THE DAY VERY SOON
WHEN '{E 'WILL RECOGNISE [HERE ARE MORE JO8S iN PRESERVING THE
RATNFORESTS THAM [N OESTROYING THEM.

JOLHT ACTION 8Y [HE COMMONWEALTH AND- QUEENSLAND GOVERHMEN! 0
PROTECT THE RAINFORESTS COULD 3E FOLLOWED LATER 3Y CONSIDERATION
OF WOALD HERITAGE LISTENG ALMOST AS A FORMALITY. [T 1S MY VIEW
THAT [T WOULD KELP THE TOURIST PROMGIION ENORMOUSLY.

AUSTRALLA'S RALNFORESTS COULD THEN TAXE THEIR PLACE ALONGSIDE
 QTHER WORLD HERITAGE ATTRACTIONS SUCH AS:

PERSEPOLIS, THE QLD CITY OF JERUSALEM, YATICAN CITY. TAJ MAHAL,
CHARTRES CATHEDRAL. PALACE AND PARX OF VERSAILLES. PALACE AND

T OPARK OF FONTAINBLEAU. GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, THE PYRAMIDS, AUSCHWITI,
YELLOWSTONE MATIONAL PARK, YQSEMITE MATIONAL PARK, GRAND CANYON
NATTONAL PARK, EVERGALGES HATIONAL PSAX. STATUE OF LIBERTY,
H1STERIC CENTRE OF AOME, ALL OF WHICH ARE MAJOR INTERNATIONAL
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS.

TH{RDLY, THERE iS A FORTUNAFE CORRELATION 3ETWEEN THE WORST SUGAR
CANE AREAS AND THE ZEST LAND FIR GROWING RAINFOREST SPECIES.
DSURING MY VISIT SARLIER THIES YEAR 70 THE CSIRD RA{NFOREST AESEARCH
CENTRE AT ATHERTON, [ WAS TOLB 8v [HE SCIENTISVS THAF MUCH

NEZDED RAINFOREST SPECIES COULD SE CULTIVATED IN PLANTATIONS QN
THAT POOR LAND NOT UILIISED 8Y SUGAR CANE FARMS, 45 WELL OURENG
MY YISIT A FEW WEEKS AGQ 70 CALANS § WAS APPROACHED 3t SOME 3HIRE
COUNETLLORS ON 3EHALF OF [MPOVERSISHED SUGAR FARMERS SEEXING TO
DISPOSE OF VIRGINAL ARENFOREST LAMD UMSULTABLE FOR SUGAR CANE.
1S SEEMS TO ME TQ 2E ANQTHER POSSIBILITY WORTH PURSUING, (N
CASES WHERE THE DESPERATE PLIGHT OF PHE SUGAR CANE FRAMERS COULD
COINCIOE #IiH FLASISLE OPTIONS TO PRESEAYE THE RA{NFGRESIS.

LI
IMPLOYMENT [S OBYI0USLY A MAJOR FACTOR [N ANY DEEiSIEﬁ 10 sTCP

' GGGING FOR TIMBER. HOWEYER, { UNDERSTAND THAT AT MOST fﬁERE'Aﬂg
1HLY A COUPLE GF YERRAS LEFT 70 LOG VIRGINAL RAINFOREST. WE WiLL
JE PUTTING 0 THE QUEENSLAMD GOVERKMENT, THE TIMBER [NDUSIRY. AND
THE EMPLOYEES THAT THE YALUE OF VERGINIFY OMCE LOST. CAKNOT 8E
REGAINED. THAT THE LITTLE LEFT WilL 8€ QF MORE VALUE FOR IVS
UM[QUENESS THAN FOR 1TS TIMBER. WE MEED 70 FIND ALTERNATIVE
IMPLOYMENT FOR THOSE WHO MAY LOSE THELR J08S IF LOGGING CEASES.
THOSE SORTS GF ASSURANCES ARE ESSEHf[AL FOR THOSE WHO MAY FACE
UNEMPLOYMENT. [ HAVE AUWAYS TAKEN [HE VIEW TMAT [F THE COMMUNLTY
OECIDES THAT [N THE MATIONAL LMTEREST AN [NOUSTRY SHOULD 8E
CURTAILED, THEN THE WHOLE NATION SHOULD SEAR THE COST. [ AM SURE
TMAL W{TH CAREFUL PLANMING SOME [MAGINATIVE TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
AND [MTERPRETATIVE CENIRES [HE SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE NOW
EMPLOYED [N THE LOGGENG OF RAINFOREST TIMBER CAN SE ACCUMMODATED
iM THE NEW VENTURES THAT WILL EMERGE. wHO BETTER [O EXPLALN THE
YIRTUES OF RAINFOREST FHAN THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED [N IT ALL TREIR
LIFE.

LADIES AND GEMTLEMEM, [T [S MY VIEW THAT QuLY [F A TOTAL AKD
COMPREHENSIVE PLAK DF MANAGEMENT CAH BE WORKED Qu¥ BETHEéﬂ THE

" COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT AND THE STATE COVERNMENTS CAN WE HOPE

10 PRESERVE THE QUICKLY DIMINISMING RAINFORESTS. [ AM VERY
HEARTENED BY RESPONSES FROM THE QUEZNSLAND GOVERBMENT WHiCH
INDICATE THEIR WILLINGNESS TO TALX 70 US ALONG THESE LINES,
THE GOVERNMENT OF WHICH [ AM A MEMBER, HAS CHOSEN TO GO DOWM
THE PATH OF NEGOTIATION. FOR THAT WE HAVE BEEN CRITICISED
AS TAXING THE SOFT OPTIQN.

f THINX HiSTORY WILL SHOW THAT THE SOFT QPTION 'WAS THE WORLD
HERITAGE LISTING THAT THE HARD QPTIGM WAS THE LONG, éLUH.
NEGGTIATED SETTLEMENT [ AM TRYING TQ ACHIEVE. N0 POLETICTIAN
LIKES CAITICISM AND ONLY TIME WILL TELL WHETHER [ WAS RUIGHT
10 TRY THIS WAY.

LET'S HOPE THAT [N THE INTERESTS OF AUSTRALIA'S UNIQUE AKD
JEAUTIFUL RAINFORESTS, [ WAS RIGHT.

A
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES,
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PRIORITIES IN
ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND

HERITAGE
and
STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN
AUSTRALIA 1985

Reports and ‘Ministeria! Statement

Mr COHEN (Robertson—Minister for Arts,
Heritage and Environment) —by leave—It is with
great pleasure that 1 present to the House two
important reports—'The Objectives, Achicve-
ments and Priorities in Environment, Conserva-
tion and Heritage’ and °‘The State of the
Environment in Australia 1985". It is our inten-
tion that in the future an annual state of the
environment report will be made to the Parlia-
ment. This initial report is therefore a landmark
in environmentl monitering and planning,

Let me say at the outset that I believe the
Hawke Government has the proudest record in
protecting and preserving Australia’s environ-
ment of any government in Australian history.
It has been the practice of some of our critics to
denigrate that effort because anything less than
perfection is unacceptable. Comparisons have
been made between the record of this Govern-
ment and the Whitlam Govermment, but the
Fraser Government is rarely mentioned. It is a
common practice 1o look back with nostalgia to
the past and imagine that all was perfect then.
The Whitlam Government had a great record
on the environment but history will show that
50 too has this Government.

Let me remind the House of just what has
been achieved in the short space of 24 yeam.
The first legislative action of the Hawke Govern-
ment, and it was with great pleasure that 1
introduced the Bill, was to introduce the World
Heritage (Properties Conservation) Act 1983
which ultimately led to preventing construction
of the Gordon below Franklin dam in the south-
west Tasmanian wilderness area. This historic
legislation, introduced to fulfil Australia’s inter-
national obligation as a signatory to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation Convention for the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, was hailed
internationally as a landmark in preserving places
and sites of unique-ratural beauty. Following
the narrow High Court of Australia decision in
our favour the Government negotiated a com-
pensation package with the Tasmanian Govemrn-
ment  totalling almost  $300m. The
Commonwealth and . Tasmanian governments
have put in place joint management arrange.
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ments for the protection and management of the
Tasmanian world heritage area. The arrange-
ment consists of a ministerial council, standing
committee of officials and a consultative com-
mittee. The Commonwealth has provided $2m
this financial year and will provide a further
$2m in 1986-87.

In 1975 the Whitlam Government passed the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act and the
Fraser Government, to its credit, managed to
obtain the co-operation of the Queensland Gov-
emment te make the park a reality. However,
by the time we came to office only 4 per cent
of the Great Barrier Reef region had been incor-
porated within the park. After approximately 18
months This Government had increased that fig.
ure 1o 98.5 per cent. Effectively the whole of
the region is now within the park making it the
greatest marine park in the world—great not
only because of its size but because it contains
the most complex coral reef ecosystem anywhere
in the world. At the same time the Government
introduced regulations to prohibit oil drilling in
those parts of the region not included in the
park. This ensures that oil drilling cannot cecur
anywhere within the Great Barrier Reef region.
We are also working to introduce legislation to
control off-shore developments in any zoned sec-
tion of the Marine Park and have commenced
major funding into research on the crown of
thorns starfish.

It has been one of the complaints of people
who have been to the Barrier Reef, particularly
those from oversecas, that because of wcather
conditions they have often not been able to get
out to the reef itself. The provision of off-shore
developments on the reef will make it easier for
people to visit it and spend time there. For those
who cannot make it because of weather condi-
tions or because of the cost, the Commonwealth
and the State Government are developing the
Great Barrier Reef wonderland complex on the
mainland at Townsville as a Bicentennial proj-
ect. [ pay tribute to the work of the honourable
member for Herbert (Mr Lindsay} who has been
so assiduous in promoting this project. There
can be few greater conservation achievements
than the establishment of the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park. '

Australia has five areas on the world heritage
list. They are: Lord Howe Island, the Willandra
Lakes Region, Western Tasmania Wilderness
National Parks, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
and Kakadu National Park. The latter was es-
tablished by the Fraser Government but in Feb-
ruary 1984 the Hawke Government declared
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stage I1 which more than doubled the size of the
park. The Government intends to enlarge the
park even further. During the past 2¢ years
there has been 8 considerable upgrading of the
facilities in Kakadu to the point where it is now
one of the finest parks in the world. More is still
to be done but during the last three Budgets a
total of $15m has been spent, with much more
upgrading planned for the futurc. For many
years after the great battle to save Fraser Island
a much quicter but no less intense battle was
fought to stop sand mining on Moreton Island.
In February 1984 the Government was able to
announce that there would be no mining on
Moreton Island.

It is not my intention to read out all the
environment achievements of the Government.
They are all in the report. However, 1 would
like to mention bricfly a few more to illustrate
the depth and breadth of what has been done
during a relatively short period in government.
One of the truly great pieces of environment
legislation introduced by the Whitlam Govern-
ment was the Australian Heritage Commission
Act which established the body to oversee the
Register of the National Estate and to provide
funding and guidance for its protection and pres-
ervation. Ten years on, we are reviewing this
legislation through a process of community par-
ticipation. The aim of the review is to examine
the scope of the Commonwealth’s role in the
conservation of the National Estate. A few days
ago, as part of this review, a major seminar was
held in Canberra to cnable the wide variety of
interests concerned about the National Estate to
discuss some of the problems that have arisen
with the processes of nomination and listing in
recent years. 1 opened that seminar but had to
leave to fly to Adelaide to attend the historic
ministerial meeting on the Murray-Darling basin.
The initiatives which flow from that meeting of
four Labor governments have provided a frame-
work for the conservation and development of
this major region.

During our time in officc we have doubled
funding to the Australian Heritage Commission
cnabling it to increase its information and re-
search activities. More remains to be done. I am
aware that there is still a need for increased staff
and facilities to catch up with much of the
backlog of work that accumulated during the
Fraser Government's period in office. Although
the real level of expenditure through the Na-
tional Estate granis program has been main-
tained by this Government it is still below the
level achieved in the 1975-76 Budget, if one
excludes the very considerable funding provided
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through the community employment program.
The report mentions a figure of $12m provided
for heritage projects throughout Australia in
1983-84 under the CEP. However, more recent
figures provided to me would put that figure at
over $15m. ’

Another innovation introduced by this Gov-
ernment to protect areas of national heritage
significance was the provision of income tax
concessions to those who make donations of
property of national heritage significance to the
National Trust. Another Whitlam Government
initiative was the Environment Protection (Im-
pact of Proposals) Act 1974 that introduced into
Australia the concept of environmental impact
statements and public inquiries into matters of
significant national importance. The latter led to
the inquiries into Fraser Island and uranium
mining. The Govemment has been reviewing this
legislation to improve the effectivencss of the
Act and to increase public participation in the
assessment of projects being examined under its
administrative procedures. [ expect to be able to
make a statement soon about the introduction
of legislation to give effect to the Government's
Teview.

In the area of planning and management we
have tabled and later endorsed the national con-
servation strategy. The plan for a strategy was
initiated by the Fraser Government and brought
to fruition under the excellent guidance of Sir
Rupert Myers. To quote the report of the in-
terim consultative committee, the endorsement
implies agreement with the objectives and stra-
tegic principles of the national conservation
strategy and a willingness, in principle, to imple-
ment the priority national actions, in co-opera-
tion with development and conservation interests,
taking into account Australia’s federal, constitu-
tional, legistative and administrative framework,
and the general economic climate.

A test of the community’s desire to protect
and conserve our environment will be deter-.
mined by our willingness to implement the na-
tional conservations strategy and to not just pay
lip service to its goals and objectives.

There can be few more important areas for
action than in the area of environmental pollu-
tion and contamination. Although much of the
responsibility for this problem lies with the States
and Territory govemments the Commonwealth
is playing a teading role in cleaning up the mess.
We have ratified the Convention on the Preven-
tion of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and Other Matter—commonly known as the
London Dumping Convention—and have pro-
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claimed the Environment Protection {Sea
Dumping) Act 1981 which regulates the dump-
ing and incineration of wastes at sca. We have
also announced the intention to introduce a na-
tional notification and assessment scheme for
chemicals and completed the first stage of com-
pilation of an Australian inventory of existing
chemicals. Also an Environment Contaminants
Division has been established within my
Department.

Last Tuesday, I was in Melbourne to open a

three-day national conference—organised by my-

Department, together with the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works—entitled Na-
tional Strategies for Managing Hazardous Waste.
1 pay particular tribute today to the honourable
member for La Trobe (Mr Milton), who is in
the chamber, who was unfortunately unable to
attend that conference, at which he was 1o chair
a meeting. He is, of course, the Chairman of the
House of Representatives Standing Committee
on Environment and Conservation. He has done
a wonderful job. T am sorry that he was not able
to honour us with his presence at that meeting.
He was kept in by the Whip. It has been my
view—and | answered this point today in reply-
ing to a question by the honourable member for
Riverina-Darling (Mr Hicks)—that for too long
the community has pretended, ostrich-like, that
if nothing were done about the increasing accu-
mulation of hazardous waste it would somehow
go away. Hazardous waste is one of those in-
tractable problems on which the whole commu-
nity must work together to resolve. Burning waste
al sea, or in the cities where the waste is mostly
located, transportation overseas or to outback
areas in Australia, or simply doing nothing and
allowing it to stockpile, all have their good and
bad points. There is no perfect solution. From a
range of alternatives onc must be chosen. There
is no point in people criticising each alternative
scparately and saying how bad that may be. We
must all play a part in finding the best of a not
very attractive range of allernatives.

One of the most important initiatives intro-
duced by the Whitlam Government was the
funding of voluntary conservation groups. The
view taken by the then Minister for the Environ-
ment, Dr Moss Cass, was that groups who were
monitoring the environment on & voluntary basis
and acting as a watchdog for the whole com-
munity were incapable of competing with the
vast resources available to the Government and
the private sector. If they were to be able to do
a valuable job effectively, the community through
its government should provide them with some
resources. It was argued that a democracy only

]

State of the Environment in Australia

works efficiently if competing interests have some
level of equality in their access 1o resources. 1
think my very good friend Ralph Nader played
a very important role in getting this message
over to the community. 1t was with great pride
that 1 was able to help to bring him here on
three separate occasions. Jt was ‘obvious that
there was no way that full equality could ever
be achieved between, say, a large multinational
enterprisc or 8 government and a voluntary con-
servation group, but some of the imbalance could
be redressed.

When the Whitlam Government went out of
office it had appropriated $450,000 for the groups
for 1975-76. The Frascr Government reduced
that to $390,000 and by the time it left office 74
years later it had been further reduced to
$350,000 annually. The result was to reduce
dramatically the value in real terms. When in
opposition the Labor Party made a commitment
to increase the level of funding to that which
prevailed in the 1975-76 Budget. This year the
voluntary conservation groups will get $945,000,
an increase in only three years of about 270 per
cent, which confirms our commitment. The grants
were announced last weekend.

There has been a quite significant change in -
the make-up of the voluntary conservation groups
during the past decade. Many new groups have
emerged both at a national and regional level
and the activities and work load of groups vary
enormously. Other factors that need to be taken
into account are the contribution of State Gov-
ernments and the distance factor. By the latter
I refer to the type of problems faced by conser-
vation groups in, say, Western Australia and the
Northern Territory. To get to a conference held
in the eastern States or to travel to the Kimber-
lys obviously is & severe strain on the resources
of those bodies. I have taken this into account
by giving those groups significant increases over
the past three years.

Mr Ronald Edwards—And they respect this.

Mr COHEN—I thank the honourable mem-
ber for Stirling,. He has been so co-operative in
this matter. Regrettably the conservative State
Governments now, and in the past, have pro-
vided virtually no funds at all for voluntary
conservation groups. This is hardly surprising in
view of their general antagonism 10 these bodies
and their ideals. But this is not a partisan matter.
All States should do more. Let me make it
perfectly clear that we expect all State Govern-
ments to meet their proper share of support for
the voluntary conservation movement. However,
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a 270 per cent increase by the Commonwealth
in three years is in my vicw is not a bad effort.

There have been many other achievements by
the Hawke Government in the short space of 24
years, including establishing 8 National Kanga-
roo Monitoring Unit in the Australian National
Parks and Wildlife Service and a Kangaroo Ad-
visory Committee. The Committee represents 8
broad range of community groups including sci-
entists, conscrvationists, farmers, governments
industry, and advises me on management, €x-

r, research and public information. We have

the Commonwealth cm-
ployment program about i the
national tree P we have rescinded
the provision of taxation incentives for land
clearing. Ours is 8 record of which any govern-
ment can be proud and, as 1 said before, onc
with the
record of any of its predecessors.
pot our intention 10 rest on our laurcls, because
much more needs to be done.

Mr Counnolly—Yes.

Mr COHEN—I do not deny it. The job will
never be completed. The one, in fact virtually
the only,-criticism of this Government’s environ-
ment and conservation record is the perceived
failure to stop the building of the road through
the Greater Daintree Forest from Cape Tribu-
jation to Bloomficld. In a number of speeches,
the most recent being my address to the Na-
tional Environment Law Symposium in Hobart
on 8 November 1985, I detailed fully the reasons
why we did not invoke the World Heritage
Propertics Conservation Act. The main reason
was very simple. On 1 advice from the At-
torney-General it would not have worked. A
long drawn out court case with the Queensland
Government would have saved not one trec in
the rainforest and would have made it impossible
for the two governments to work together to-
wards protecting, not just the area where the
road has been built, but the hundreds of thou-
sands of hectares of tropical rainforest still yet
untouched. 1 am aware that sections of the me-
dia and some environmentalists love the ‘stop
the road’ or 'stop the dam’ type of confronta-
tion, but knowledgeable scientists have contin-
ued to point out that the rainforest through
important as il is, is by no
means the most important scientifically or envi-
ronmentally. What is important is that 8 proper
plan of management for the whole of the re-

with the Queensland Government
Queensland’s

plan imptemented that will ensure
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future timber needs, guarantec employment for
those who presently work in the timber industry,
and encourage people in the region to sec the
rainforests as a tourist attraction op a par with
the Great Barrier Reef and requiring similar
protection and conservation.

May | say that I am encouraged by a discem-
ible shift in opinion in recent weeks by articles
written by John Larkin and Greg Borschman in
the Age and by the excellent editorial in the
Canberra Times on 12 November 1985. Those
two papers have been my most severe Critics s0
it has been heartwarming to find that both have
now recognised that maybe, just maybe, there is
something in the non-confrontationist approach.

the Hawke Government 1
have held the view that the protection of Aus-
tralia’s forests will be that major environmental
issue of the 1980s, but that it can be achieved
only by co-operation between the States and the
Commonwealth, With this in mind 1 convened 2
seminar in Cairns in February last year which
led to a working group consisting of all the
interested partiw—govcmmenl, adacemics, the
timber industry, the unions and conservationists.
The working group provided me with an excel-
lent report which is shortly to be considered by
Cabinet. )

From day onc of

Developing -a national rainforest policy and
implementing it in consultation with the States
will therefore be a major priority for the Gov-
ernment 8s it continues to tackle the task of
conserving out natural resourcers. The Report
‘Objectives, Achievements and Priorities’ sets out
in some detail what we have done,
are going and how wc hope to gt there. It
incorporate

cision making,
education for the community and the need t0
ensure active and informed public participation
in the protection and use of our environment.

The second report “The State of the Environ-
ment in Australia 1985’ has been prepared to
provide a picture of the Australian environment
as it presently exists, to assess some of the
changes that have taken place since European
settlement, and to identify trends, resource con-
fiicts and address major emerging issues. It out-
lines briefly the distribution and current use of
environmental resources, considers pressures from
human activities and problems which arise from
them, and lists major events affecting the con-
dition of our natural resources. It lists, in the

annex of the report, some of the major environ-
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mental events which have taken place in Aus-
tralia in the last 20 years.

1 seek leave to have the annex incorporated
in Hansard, Leave granted.

Mr Cohen—The report establishes a bench-
mark from which future environmental changes
can be reported and indicates the environmental
conditions that might be expected without fur-
ther improvement in planning and management.
It provides an information base to assist in the
development of policies to deal with current and
emerging environmental problems,

Before summarising the main findings of the
report 1 would like to note that the volume
being tabled today will be supplemented by an
illustrated version with many colour photographs
depicting the uniquencss and fragility of the
Australian environment and the effects and se-
verity of pollution and resource mismanagement.
The illustrated version and a source book con-
taining detailed statistical data and discussion of
management issues are expected to be available
in February 1986. The report indicates the
growth of public interest in the environment
since the 1960s and the responses of govern-
ments. Given our constitutional basis, it ‘draws
attention to the importance of Commonwealth-
State co-operation and the mechanisms which
have been developed for this purpose.

The report responds to the 1981 report of the
House of Representatives Standing Committee
on Environment and Conservation and to the
calls from the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development and the United Na-
tions enviroment program for ali countries to
report annually on the state of their environ-
ment. It considers the main sectors of the envi-
ronment—land, inland waters, air, forests and
woodlands, flora and fauna, protected areas and
the National Estate, and the coastal zone. Each
sector contains information on one or two se-
lected major issues. .

The information provided in the report is sob-
ering. Land degradation is widespréad and in-
creasing. Many river systems, wetlands and
underground water resources are severely de-
graded. Air pollution in most capital and major
industrial cities periodically exceeds the goals
recommended by the World Health Organisation
and the National and Medical Research Council.
Only about one-third of Australia’s tree cover at
the time of European settlement remains. Signif-
icant sections of coastal lands have been exten-
sively modified by inadequately controlled
development. Clearly the improvement in this
situation is not something which can be done by
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governments alone. All sections of the commu-
nity must be involved.

The report concludes that despite major
achicvements during the last 15 years, much
remains to be done to mdintain and enhance
environmental quality in Australia, while allow-
ing development to continue to provide for the
needs of society. Greater initiative, commitment
and co-operation between the community and
all levels of government to environmenta! mat-
ters are needed. It is also necessary for greater
emphasis to be given to the development of
anticipatory policies designed to prevent future
problems, rather than application of merely cu-
rative policies.

The Government endorses that view. By ta-
bling today not only the report on the state of
our environment but also the Government's
statement of its objectives, achievement and
priorities in environment and conservation, 1
place on record this Government’s proud com-
mitment and its intentions for the future envi-
ronmental protection of Australia.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Child)—
I point out to the Minister that the annex he
asked leave to incorporate in Hansard is outside
Mr Speaker’s guidelines for incorporation. They
specifically state that incorporated material must
be something that cannot be read into Hansard,
such as tables. If the Minister would like me to
show the annex to Mr Speaker during the sus-
pension of the sitting for dinner 1 could do so
but it is outside his guidelines.

Mr Coben— Are you saying that it is 100 long?

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER—No. Under
Mr Speaker’s guidelines, if material such as chart
or tables cannot be read into Hansard it may be
incorporated. .

Mr Coben—This cannot be incorporated?

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER—It cannot be
incorporated under Mr Speaker’s guidelines.

Mr Cohen—Because it can be read?

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER It could be
read into Hansard, yes.

Mr Coben—It was a matter of saving time. If
1 had read the annex it would have taken ages.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER—I understand
the Minister’s predicament. Other Ministers and
have found themselves in the same position.
Previous Speakers have been fairly strict about
the matter.

Mr Coben—The reason 1 wanted the annex

incorporated in Hansard was to show the terrific
changes that have occurred over the last 20
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years and to pay tribute 10 our predecessors for
some of their achievements.

Mr Comaolly—Very gracious.
Mr Cohen—1 thank lhe_shadow Minister. |

am known to be a very gracious person. Nothing
can be done about it now, Madam Chair.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAK_ER-Thc guide-

lines have been in force for quite some time and
1 am unable to alter them.

Sitting suspended from 627 to 8 p.=-

Mr CONNOLLY (Bradficld)—by Jeave—
Before the suspension of the sitting for dinner
the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment
(Mr Cohen) was extolling the virtues of the
Government’s program in the area of environ-
mental management over the last threc years.
Listening to him rather reminded me of the
medieval town-crief who went from street to
street ringing his bell in the desperate hope that
people would tisten. But the difference between
on the fact that if the town-crier did not tell the
full truth he was likely to cop 8 pite of rubbish
dropped on him by some irate hausfran above.

Mr Barry Jomes—Possibly worse.

Mr CONNOLLY—0r possibly worse, 85 the
Minister so rightly points out. But, of course, W&
live in more pleasant times. The Minister, be-
cause he has i of the House and
because he is the Minister, has the ability to gild
the lily as he thinks t. 1 think it is worth
pointing out that the Oppasition supports, with-
out reservation, the concept of an annual envi-
ronmental report which is to be tabled in the
House, provided that that report contains the
expressed views of the respective State govern-
ments which, as the Minister rightly pointed out
on a number of i have at least & joint
responsibility with the Commonwealth to ensure
that the environment and the conservation of
Australia’s natural resources will be maintained
at an adequatc sla to be on to
succeeding generations.

However, this Government has a8 tendency, of
which we are well aware, when it suits its 50~
called principles, to exert the primacy of Federal

onstrate, Queensiand rainforest
situation, a peculiar difference of opinion. In all

fairness, the Opposition parties have been totally

consistent on this point. We have always be-
lieved that land management is a State respon-
sibility primarily and that the Commonwealth is
there to support the national objectives by the
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provision of adequate suppott, financial assist-
ance and 0 forth, but that the primary decision-
making rests with the State. Therefore, it was
not without expectation on my part that the
Minister started with great praise of the fact
that his Government, 5001 after its election,

introduced the World Heritage Prope

Con-

servation Act 1983, which ultimately led to pre-

venting the construction of the Go
Franklin Dam in South West Tasmania.

rdon below

Before this country has the opportunity to
forget those very difficult days of carly 1?8_3, 1

remind the House that we had a very divi

nation on this issue. It was divided because peo-
ple on both sides belicved that they were right.

In that atmosphere the Australian Labor P

arty,

then in Federal oppasition, sought the opportu-
nity to make hay in & very difficult environmen-
tal situation wﬁﬁmﬂy. It did that with some

success. There 18 1O doubt in my R

d that

perhaps 2 of 3 per cent of the Australian elec-

torate was influcnced in 2 primary Sefise by the

events which were taking place in Tasmania.

But in politics, s in life gencrally, onc cannot
escape having to face realities and principles.

The Opposition partics, whilst we lost that elec-
tion, believe that much could have been achieved
in that environment had it been possible to act

carlier and

to get some form of agreement

between the Commonwealth and the State. But,
as 1 have said, because of the fundamental divi-
sions of opinion, particularly in Tasmania but

throughout the Commonwealth, We

really

reached the situation of the issuc becoming a
major plank of the Policies of the then Opposi-

tion which was successiul

But

much of the support that the then Opposition
won on that particular casé has quite clearly
dissipated over the years. 1 was interested to
note an address by the Minister—in Melboumne,

I think it was—a week or 50

ago, in which he

made & statement to the cffect that the politics
of the environmental movement should not be
overstated, and that its members do not really
have the political clout that some of them would
like to have. Be that as it may, as 1 said, they
have also been living on the history of 1983 and
perhaps to an extent which is not totally justi-
fied. But the Minister was right in observing in
relation to this annual report that there is no
question that the level of interest in environmen-
tal issues around Australia in the population at
large is greater today than it has probably ever
been, certainly in my lifetime. This is 8 good
thing, provided, again, that it is not taken to
extremes and that people are not tending to put
emotion ahead of reality, forgetting the principle
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that | mentioned carlier—that in life one has to
not only live with the principles but also try to
live with the results of one's decisions. After all,
the economy has 1o proceed, but it has to be
developed in the context of the Australian con-
servation strategy to ensure that we have the
ability 10 conserve our environment while, at the
same time, being able to pass it on to others and
to make a living for present and succeeding
Australian generations.

The second report which was tabled by the
Minister is somewhat more significant politically,
perhaps, than the first. It is rather interestingly
titled ‘Objectives, Achicvements and Priorities in
Environment Conservation and Heritage.' It is
almost the sort of document that one would
expect 1o see & government come out with about
a month before an election. Here we are, late in
November, and thank heavens we are not likely
to be having one in December again——not this
year, anyway, perhaps next year. But it is essen-
tially a political document. 1 just wonder how
many trees were cut doen under the responsibil-
ity of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Envi-
ronment—] see that he sugpests it was one; ]
think that it would be a lot more than that—to
pay for this particular document, which, as I
said, will no doubt find its way into schools and
institutions around Australia. But it is nothing
more than a pacan of the alleged virtues of the
Hawke Government in the environmental con-
servation area.

The Minister, in his statement, tended to ig-
nore a lot of the realities and—as is his right in
these situations—to gild the lily somewhat. He
tended to emphasise, for example, that it was
the Whitlam Government which apparently set
the foundations of modern environmental con-
cermn in Australia, 1 would have to say that 1
would contest that. There is absolutely no doubt
in my mind that there were very great achieve-
ments in the Fraser years. There are too many
people in this country who find it cheap political
mileage to score off someone who is no longer
able 1o defend himself, nor his record in public
and certainly not in this place. As far as the
environmental record is concerned, I will cer-
tainly defend that the Fraser Government, be-
cause it was a record second to none.

I think that 1 should take this opportunity to
emphasise it for what it was. It was thc Fraser
Government which brought in the Wildlife Pro-
tection (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act
to protect both our own wildlife as well as
international wildlife. It also brought in the En-
vironmental Protection (Sea Dumping) Act.
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Neither of those Acts was proclaimed at that
stage. That was left to the succeeding Hawke
Government. Nevertheless, they were initiated
and passed by this Parliament during that pe-
riod. In world heritage context, all five world
heritage listings were in fact those of the Fraser
Government, including that of South West Tas-
mania—something which people ténd to ignore.
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, it is true
was initiated by the Whitlam Government in
1975, but the difficult negotiations were carried
through during the period of the Fraser Govern-
ment through his own personal involvement as
well as that of his Ministers. Leading out of
that, most of the zoning plan work was com-
menced—although, as the Minister quite rightly
points out, it was carried through to ultimate
fruition during his peried of administration. But
when one reads the Ministers statement, there
is a tendency to assume that, somehow or other,
in 1975 the Whitlam Government passed a whole
raft of legislation of an environmental nature
and then there was more or less a period of non-
activity for nearly eight years before the Hawke
Government came into place. 1 simply must put
on record that that is not correct.

In addition to the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park, to which I have just referred, the Fraser
Government also supported the world conserva-
tion strategy. It is worth pointing out that it was
from the world conservation strategy that the
Australian conservation strategy was initiated.
Again, all the basic fundamental work was done
during that period, although the Australian con-
servation strategy conference, which was initi-
ated by the current Government some two years
ago, led to the document in its present form.
Again, it is worth pointing out that it was the
coalition partics two years ago that publicly an-
nounced our support for the Australian conser-
vation strategy, a long time before the Labor
Government did so. Our policy at the last Fed-
eral election was based primarily on that report.
Those were the objectives to which all our policy
initiatives were directed. I take great pride in
that fact because that strategy marked the first
time in Australia’s modern history that we have
been able to get a disparate group of people
from all sectors of the community—mining, pri-
mary industry, agriculture and so forth—to agree
with the environmental movement on the basic
principles as to how Australia should be devel-
oped in the future and its resources protected
for future generations. All who were involved in
that conference, especially the chairman Profes-
sor Myers, have, as the Minister rightly pointed
out, every reason to be thoroughly satisfied with
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what they have done. I trust that the present
Government and future governments will make
sure that their environment and conservation
strategies are in line with those objectives. .

In addition, the Fraser Government prevented
sandmining on Fraser Island, and | understand
the Liberal Party in Queensland also supports
the proposition that there should not be sand-
mining on Moreton Island. The Fraser Govern-
ment also introduced the Whale Protection Act
1980 which was a trail-blazing piece of legisla-
tion for Australia. My final point in terms of
the Fraser record, which by no means is meant
to be a demonstration of the totality of that
effort, is that the Fraser Government also estab-
lished the national tree program. 1 would like to
say something about that because 1 think that
the Government’s current policy in terms of its
refusal to provide tax incentives for the funding
of forestry is a contradiction of what that Gov-
ernment claims to be all about. It is also worth
pointing out that the Minister in his statement
has tended to emphasise the glories of environ-
mental policies conducted by State Labor gov-
ermments. The Minister is a citizen of New South
Wales, as | am but, unlike him, I live in Sydney.
It is a matter of great concem to me and to
millions of other Australians, especially those
living in Sydney, to se¢ the pollution of New
South Wales beathes. The Wran Govemment
has been in place for some 10 years and its
environmental policies obviously have been “di-
rected at priorities elsewhere, but it is quite clear
that that Government has been totally lacking

not a beach one can safely take one’s children
1o at a weekend without the prospect of swim-
ming with all sorts of unwelcome guests on the
water as well. These elements are worth noting,.

Mr Coben—That’s where you get your tan
from.

Mr CONNOLLY—! do not think my tan is
quite as good as the Minister’s. As the Minister
emphasised last week, he is particularly con-
cerned about a national strategy for pollution
control and so on. It is worth noting that the
Westemn Australian Government is currently
looking at a feasibility study for the construction
of an incinerator-type facility in the Kalgoorlic
region. I think that the central desert arca of
Australia would be ideal | would prefer to se¢
something in the area of Broken Hill, especially
because that is closer to the central industrial
areas of Australia than Western  Australia.
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because we cannot depend indefinitely on using
the Vulcanus, which the European ship that
comes out here most infrequently, to burn off
Australian chemical effluence and so forth. The
real problem is that small chemical companies
tend not to be able t0 afford such facilities and
thus we have to look elsewhere.

Mr Cohen—And it cannot purn off solids.

Mr CONNOLLY—It cannot bumn off solids,
that is a good point. 1 see 0O reference in the
Minister’s statement of in ‘The State of the
Environment in Australia 1985 report to the
devastation of bushfires but | trust it is there
somewhere. As the Minister is aware, the House
of Representatives Standing Committee on En-
vironment and Conservation conducted a far-
reaching and, as | understand it, the first report
ever tabled in this Parliament by a committec of
the Parliament into what 1 believe to be a seri-
ous environmental and conservation problem.
Again, there is no word of this matter in the
Minister’s_statement. I am concerned  because
again it demonstrates the tendancy for Austra-
lians to imagine that, somehow or other, bush-
fires happen in January, February and March
and can be ignored for the remaining nine months
of the year. We can do this at our peril. We
have seen in recent years, especially from the
massive human and property losses in the Ash
Wednesday fires a few years 2g0, that this coun-
iry is very prone to bush fires” The Government
must take a closer interest in thesc matters,
especially in the regions around the Australian
Capital Territory.

In terms of conservation programs generally,
the Minister emphasised 2 need for closer com-
munity involvement. Of course, the Oppasition
totally supports that point. But, again, if we
want to involve a community, and sections of
the community which are vitally concerned with
environmental protection while at the same time
being able to make a living from the environ-
ment—such as farmers, for example—clearly,
effective trec planting schemes, water conserva-
tion, soil conservation and so forth are matters
of very great importance. In this area the Gov-
ernment’s record again leaves much to be desired.

We have heard in recent days statements about
four governments reaching an historic agreement
in terms of the Murray-Darling river system,

vironmental problem and is certainly most rele-
vant to the people of South Australia, who have
the often odous pleasure—if it is that—of drink-
ing the water from the river system. It has two
major problems. There is turbidity on the onc
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hand, which generates essentially in the upper
reaches of the Darling River, and salinity, on
the other hand, which tends to come from the
Murray. It is not insignificant that this meeting,
which has been heralded by the Minister as
being so significant, held only last week, 1 think
on 16 November, was obviously timed to meet
the clection requirements of the South Austra-
lian Government.

Again, 8 significant point is this: All the gov-
ernments represented at that conference were
Labor governments. The point of which I think
the Minister needs to Lake particular note is that
tributaries of the Darling River happen 1o start
in central Queensland and southern Queensland,
Apparently, nobody invited the Queensland
Government to come to that conference.

Mr Cohea—It was invited.

Mr CONNOLLY—] am delighted to hear
that because, quite clearly, in the longer term
there will be a need to involve five governments,
not four, in the future management of that area.
There is a tendency, as deomonstrated by this
Government, to try to blame the Queensland
Government for all soris of things, whether it
be lack of co-operation in the consfuction of
adequate facilities on the Barrier Reef or the
problems of the rain forests in north Queensland
and 5o forth. People often fail to understand the
reality that Queensland also has its own prob-
lems and its own priorities and that these issues
have 10 be discussed at great length on both
sides to get an adequate answer. 1 am sure that
the Queensland Government, if it were ap-
proached in the right way, would be prepared
to consider the realities of the River Murray
situation.

1 think it is also worth noting that the Gov-
ernment announced last week that in its gener-
osity it is going to put forward another $1m in
1986-87. That announcement was made by Sen-
ator Evans. It should be put on record that that
announcement was effectively already made, be-
cause the Australian Water Research Advisory
Council had made that recommendation. Here
we arc effectively having a Minister, again for
purely short term political reasons in terms of
the South Australian election, re-announcing the
most generous gesture of providing $im for the
upgrading and co-ordination program for water
and water related research for the Murray-
Darling Basin. 1 hasten to add that the Govemn-
ment will not get very far with $1m when we
consider that size of the problem.

The final report on the national conservation
stratcgy for Australia emphasised the problems
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of the river. It was stated, for example, that
individual projects which should be considered
include tree establishment programs along key
sections of the river banks for soil erosion con-
trol, revegetation of selected ground water re-
charge sites, rehabilitation of salt affected areas,
reduction of sewage flows into the rivers, resto-
ration of vegetation along river banks, tree estab-
lishment irrigation areas, tree conservation
establishment for wildlife habitat and enhance-
ment of river red gum forests on river banks.
Those recommendations are very similar indeed
to those which were developed by the Opposi-
tion’s joint committee, which I set up two years
ago with the full co-operation of both the Na-
tional and Liberal parties in South Australia,
Victoria, New South Wales and, of course, this
Parliament. We believed then, as we still do
now, that the River Murray-Darling basin is the
most important agricultural region in Australia.
Although it occupies only one-seventh of the
continent, it contains approximately one-quarter
of the nation’s cattle herd, one-half of the crop
land and three-quarters of the irrigated areas. Its
natural resources, directly and indirectly, sup-
port some two million people and contribute
primary and secondary production estimated to
be excess of $10,000m per year.

It is in that context that the committee rec-
ommended the formation of the River Murray
Council of Ministers, and 1 am pleased to see
that the Government has accepted that recom-
mendation, albeit coming from a joint Opposi-
tion committee. Clearly, until we can get political
agreement on these issues we will not be able to
reach a situation where the experts will feel that
they have cither the financial or the political
support that they obviously need. The River
Murray Council of Ministers, comprises repre-
sentatives from all signatories to the River Mur-
ray Agreement. As 1 have said, I hope that 1
will see the day when Queensland will also be
such a signatory,

We also recommended that the River Murray
Commission draft a management plan with the
co-operation of State and local authorities; that
the implementation of an agreed management
plan be co-ordinated by the River Murray Com-
mission over 25 years in five-years stages; that
the River Murray Commission be consulted on
all programs which affect the region; and that
there be a co-ordinated soil gonservation pro-
gram over 25 years to be developed to meet
identified reclamation, waterlogging and salinity
problems found in the dry and irrigated areas of
the basin. We recommended direct government
financial assistance to individual farmers 1o en-
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courage improved management efficiency while
considering the need 10 construct additional watet
sto , the diverting of saline water from the
valley and the upgrading of the Menindee Lakes
storage systcm.

We recommended the protection of the eco-
logical welfare of the River Murray by ensuring
adequate water is provided to maintain the
unique red gum forests, native fisheries, ibis and
other .bird rookeries. We recommended the in-
tergration of 2 major tree planting and regener-
atjon program into any desalination and soil
conservation programs and the encouragement
of local governments and farmers to plant ap-
propriate species. We recommended the con-
struction of off-nver municipal scwage disposal
and treatment plants to minimise the damaging
effects of nutrient flow into the river. Finally,
we recommended that the River Murray Com-
mission should conduct an extensive public
awarness campaign at the national level with the
assistance of State authorities, community groups,
schools and organisations such as the River Mur-
ray League.

All these issues are important because over 3
million people depend on that river. It is of
enormous  ecological importance 10 southern
Australia in particular, and the Govemment,
despite all the talk and all the Press releases
over the last thréc years, has not demonstrated
cither the ability to get ‘ts act together in this
area or the willingness to put adequate funding
into that program.

I wish to relate to another issue raised by the
Minister in his statemeat, that is, the question
of Kakadu. Again, the Kakadu National Park
was initiated by the Fraser Government but, in
November 1983, the Prime Minister (Mr Hawke)
announced a $36m accelerated expenditure over
the next six years. That program was brought in

i was necessary lo have 2
political smokescreen because of the intense di-
visions which were clearly evident publicly within
the Australian Labor Party on the question of
uranium mining. But I think it is significant that,
since 1983, there has been virtual silence on
what is happening in Kakadu. The Minister told
us today: ‘Do not worry. Everything is ail right.
Money is being spent’. 1 was in the park last
June and 1 have to say that the road situation
leaves much to be desired. 1 was appalled at the
level of maintenance and the level of protection
being given in certain areas of the park. People
who apparently have had commercial access to
certain waterways and s0 forth have, 1 am led
1o believe, on the basis of advice given to me by
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the person taking me around, put nothing back
into the park. There is no financial requirement
for them to make 2 commitment to the park,
yet the Australian taxpayer is expected to carty
virtually the entire load.

The clear evidence is therefore this: We need
to build up a major tourist access 10 Kakadu,
which is of tremendous importance in terms of
world environmental interest as well as eco-
nomic interest to the Northern Territory. The
simple fact of the matter is that at this stage
there is only one motel in the entire national
park where people can stay. Clearly, therefore,
a lot more needs to be done in that area. I get
a little tired of hearing the Minister and other
people in the Government continually waxing
cloquent about the beauties of Kakadu when the
simple reality is that the $36m promised in No-
vember 1983 has not been forthcoming. 1 doubt
that it will be because it was initiated at the
time as nothing more than a smokescreen for
this Government.

1 refer also to another issue which is still very
much in the pot—the Daintree forest. In August
1984 there was 2 considerable amount of con-
cen within the environment movement in rela-
tion to north Queensland and the construction
of roads through the forest and so forth. 1 put
forward to the Government in a Press release
on 5 _August 1984 2 number of proposals based
on the principle that the Federal Government,
in discussions with the Queenstand government,
should develop firstly a long term regional plan
for the Daintree arca, secondly, improve man-
agement of the Daintree National Park, and

rainforest but also would assist in the develop-
ment of a tourist industry based on the Daintree
National Park, which is on the doorstep of the
Great Barrier Reef and within easy access of the
Cairns international airport and the coastal is-
land resorts further south. Since then the sugar
cane industry has gon¢ into serious economic
decline and clearly the issue is even more impor-
tant today than it was then. North Queensland
obviously needs all the support it can get from
the Commonwealth Government to enable the
development of 3 sophisticated tourist industry
based on the conservation of as much as possible
of its very rare forest areas.

The Minister has tended over the years—cer-
tainly since August of last year—to try t0 side-
step this issue. As 1 said at the beginning of my
address, he was quitc happy to use Common-
wealth powers in relation to Tasmania because
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there was an election in the offing but he is not
prepared even to countenance such a situation
now. Nor should he. However, it is inconsistent
with the Government's policy—not ours—that
he is not prepared to countenance such a situa-
tion because he is scared of the Queensland
Government. Clearly he was not scared of the
Tasmanian government. When one is in opposi-
tion there are occasions when one tends to have
much more power of the spoken word than
perhaps one is prepared to demonstrate in one’s
mental approach to these issues.

There is a lot yet to be done in terms of the
environment. The Minister has emphasised that
point and 1 certainly second his views. While we
want to see a continuation of programs which
are effective, I am concerned about the public
disagreements which we have had in this House
and elsewhere in regard 10 the Tasmanian wood-
chip industry. As an example we have the com-
ments made by the Minister for Primary Industry
(Mr Kerin) on the one hand and my colleague
the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Environ-
ment on the other and the fact that there have
been differences of opinion and divisions within
the Caucus committee structure. On this issue at
least the Governmeat.and the Opposition arc as
one: The development of those forests must be
carried out in a manner consistent with long
term environmental protection while ensuring
the retention of the significant number of jobs
in the timber industry. I think that to one extent
or another about one third of the entire econ-
omy of Tasmania is related to that industry.
These are obviously very important issues. |
would hope that if in future ycars there is a
need to renegotiate border changes in terms of
the South West National Park and the World
Heritage area in particular, these matters can be
discussed in a satisfactory manner in the context
of the machinery which has been established
with the agreement of both the Tasmanian and
the Commonwealth governments.

Finally, I want to refer to the national tree
program. Much has been said about this pro-

‘gram, and 1 have to say in all honesty that 1

think that a great gap has been left between
words and actions. The fact of the matter is that
Australia remains to this day a country which is
very sparsely covered with growth. We have
tended over succeeding generations to cut down
without any real control over the future prob-
lems we create in terms of soil erosion, water
pollution and conservation matters generally. The
activities of the Government in relation to the
national trec program are not adequate. The
decision which this Government took, for ex-

Petroleum Revenue Bill

ample, to make farmers claim tax deductibility
on conservation maltters over five years instead
of over one year, which was the case before, is
quite clearly an act which will destroy even
greater areas of Australia because many farmers,
especially as a result of drought, are at the
margin in financial terms. They are now being
put in a position in which they will have neither
the financial resources nor the physical resources
to carry out an appropriate tree program as they
should. It was for that reason that the coalition
partics at the last election emphasised the need
to have a rural tree regeneration program on a
national basis and emphasised that it should be
integrated with the national soil and water con-
servation programs. We offered 1o assist private
land holders 10 maintain native tree cover, es-
pecially in areas which had been excessively
cleared or which suffered from soil erosion. We
believe that there is a need to develop with the
States a rural extension program 1o inform rural
communities on the advantages of increasing tree
and regeneration cover.

The Minister also emphasised that $30m was
being applied to this area. He knows, as I know,
that that is not true. What he is talking about is
that, in terms of an unemployment program,
that much money is being provided as wages and
verious supports. How many trees will be grown
and where they will be grown are questions
which I am particularly interested in. 1 think we
have some time to wait before we will see an
adequalte result to that program. The Opposition
believes that there is a definite need for an
environment corps to be established, so that
young people who suffer the very real problems
of long term unemployment can be given the
opportunity of training and being involved in a
major outdoor activity which will be of great
significance to this generation and future gener-
ations of Australians. It is by linking the avail-
able human resources with the need to develop
a wider appreciation of humanity’s role in the
total development and protection of nature that
we will be able to achieve a lasting environment
for future generations of Australians.

PETROLEUM REVENUE BILL 1985

[COGNATE BILL:

EXCISE TARIFF AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2) 1985}

Second Rending

Debate resumed from 16 October, on motion
by Mr Barry Jopes:

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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“logging

in Ewingar Forest

Rainforest logging in the Ewingar State Forest, where timber was being obtained for the '
new Parliament House, was causing widespread destruction, the Richmond Valley
Reforestation Association claimed yesterday.

The association has called for an immediate
cessation of all rainforest logging in the area until
an environmental impact study is made.

Members of the association recently inspected
jogging operations at Ewingar, south-west of
Casino,

. “Two of the sites inspected were scenes of
absolute devastation,” the president of the
association, Mr Eric Earley, said.

“Hectares of hilly land had been practically
clear-felled. The only trees left standing were
useless for sawmilling.

“Palm trees, staghorns, and orchids littered the
ground or were dying in open sunlight. Many large
trees had been felled and left because of faults.”

The deputy regional lorester for the NSW
Forestry Commission at Coffs Harbour, Mr Dave
Ryan, denied yesterday that clear-fell logging was
- {aking place in rainforest stands.

50 pc canopy

He said that the policy in such areas was to leave
50 per cent of the trec canopy, to allow for
regencralion. :

Rainforest and hardwood stands grew separately
and logging procedures varied depending on .the
timber being felled. In the case of hardwoods, some
mgéure specimiens were kept as seed trees, Mr Ryan
said.

. Mr Earley contradicted this. He said that the drier
box and eucalypt growth merged with rainforest
pockets.

“Two of the siles visited obviously were being
well-managed. Bul at two others, the only trees
remaining were twisted or damaged,” he said.

“There was evidence of rainforest species ali
around.”

He said that the clearced areas would be subject

: p . to severe ‘erosion, with siltation of Washpoo! Creek,
\ N r a prescribed stream.
T MR b, WL ST - Thr: reforestation association released a statement
@ ABOVE: This picture, supplied by Mr Earley,  yesterday, calling for the cessation of rainforest
shows what the association says are palm trees dying . Jogging in the area and deploring the logging policy
because they have been exposed to sunlight following  of the Forestry Commission.
clearing operations. The association said also that the clear-felling
® BELOW: A section of a large tree left behind  erosion and the unsupervised removal of ferns and
after logging in Ewingar. unique area.
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New job for
‘conservationist

A Lismore man, Mr John Corkill,
has been elected to the executive of
the Nature Conservation Council of
New South Wales, which represents
79 conservation, environmental and
scientific organisations.

Mr Corkill, 26, sng g
is the youngest s
member: of the [¥
executive and is
the only North t, _
Coast repre-
sentative. .

On a regional
level, he is |k
vice-president of Al
the North Coast (R “o~- 2
Environment MR CORKILL
Council and
_secretary of the Big Scrub
Environment Centre.

He is a member of the
Richmond-Tweed Planning Advisory
Committee, which formulates
planning advice to the NSW Minister
for Planning and Environment, Mr
Carr.

Mr Corkill returned this week from
the annual conference of the Nature
Conservation Council in Sydney,
saying: he hoped his appointment
would help break the isolation of the
North' Coast from the rest of the
NSW conservation movement.

The conference was opened by Mr
Carr, who announced that World
Heritage nominations were
proceeding for designated areas in
New South Wales.

In this regard, a United Nations
committee would visit the North
Coast in December for a field
inspection to assess the nomination of
national parks.

“This visit by the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
vindicates the stance of all those
pcople who fought 1o save the
rainforests in the past few years,” Mr
Corkill said.

Mr Carr had acknowledged the

conference that the Preniier, Mr
Wran, was commitied to making
cnvironmenial protection a hallmark
of his Government. )

The Government had drawn up a
political agenda for furiher
conservation work. On the North
Coast, this mcant the gazettal soon of
a wetlands policy. '

“I agree with Mr Carr’s statement
that the Government’s conservation
policy has been ‘the greatest
unambiguous triumph of the Wran

" Government’,” Mr Corkill said.

“But the work is incomplete.”

He said that only one-third of the
State's rainforests had been protected,
mining leases still were heid in areas
next to national parks, and

woodchipping was a threat to certain’

forest areas in the State.

A major discussion point at the .

National Conservation Council
conference was toxic substances.
Urban and rural representatives had
recorded ‘disbelicf at the inefficiency
of existing Government controls’ and
had requested the Government give
the matter high priority.

“We have the most environmemalty
responsive Government to hold office
in"New South Wales, and it now is up
to the community to articulate its
concerns while the political climate is
suitable,” Mr Corlall said.

“These concerns must be put across
to ali political parties.”

He said that the Staie leader of the
National Party, Mr Murray, and the
Member for Coffs Harbour, Mr
Singleton, had stated that logging and
sandmining in national parks would
be permitied if a Coalition
Government was returned.

“Clarification is required because
the Liberal/National Coalition has
been . most discordant on ecnviron-
mental policies,” Mr Corkill said.

Logging gets
Eéisssé’r‘fa?{é’:ﬁ'fi ot had oid ihe- g r e e n l i g h t
D00 | t h i S t i m e .

North Coast conservation groups have raised no objections to the logging of
rainforest trees to supply native timbers for furnishing the new Parliament House in

Canberra. .

The secretary of the Big Scrub
Environment Centre in Lismore,
Mr John Corkill, said that he had
discussed the matter yesterday
with local representatives of the
National Parks Association and
the Rainforest Information Centre.

Mr Corkill said it was agreed
that the Parliament House logging
was a ‘one-off’ situation which
would serve a valuable purpose for
the community.

“The logging is suitable insofar
as the timber is being used for a
highly-valued purpose and that a
small quantity of timber is
involved,” he said.

“Not only will the timber serve
a useful community purpose, it
also will be displayed for the whole
world to see.

“This is in stark contrast lo
revious rainforest logging which
involved the indiscriminate use of
specialist cabinet timbers for
manufacturing products like form
ply and packing pallets.

“"Conservation groups
represented at today’s talks will
continue 10 oppose rainforest
logging until they achieve their
uitimate goal of having this rare
natural resource protecied.”

Mr Corkitl was responding to a
report yesterday in The Northern
Star that most of the timber being

felled locally for the Parliament
House project was coming from
virgin rainforest in the Ewingar
State Forest, near Tabulam.

The report quoted a senior
Forestry Commission source as
saying that rainforest and
hardwood timbers were being
logged in the region to help meet
orders for interior wall panelling
and furnishings in the new
building. .

Mr Corkill said there were
important ecological reasons
Australia’s rainforests should be
protected from logging.

He said this was especially true
of all rainforcst arcas west of the
Richmond Range, such as
Ewingar, which had diverse
vegetations not found in other
national parks and reserves.

concentration of native fauna that
does not exist in isolated pockets
of rainforest closer.to the coast,”
he said.

Mr Corkill said conservation
groups also were concerned that
too little was being done to ensure
that timber resources lost through
logging were replaced.

“While agreeing that the use of
native timbers in the new
Parliament House has an
extraordinarily high value, we still
are concerned about what attempts
are being made to guarantee
future supplies of these timbers -
through reafforestation programs,”
he said.

Mr Corkill said the world’s
rainforests had survived for
thousands of years, and that no
one fully understood the
implications of their destruction.
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It’s a war to save

rainforests: Author

Only a few battles had
been won in the war to

save the country’s
rainforests, one of
Australia’s  leading

authors on rainforests
said at the Big Scrub
Environment Centre in
Lismore yesterday. -
The outcome of the
war depended  on
politicians and 1the
pressurcs brought to
bear on them, Mr Alex
Floyd, a rescarch
scientist  wilh  the
National Parks and
Wildlife Service, said.

Mr Floyd, author of
12 books, was launching
a locally written book,
Austrahan  Rainforest
Plants, by Nan and
Hugh Nicholson, of
Terania Creek,

“This is morc than a
book — it's a weapon to
help  conserve our
rainforests,” Mr Floyd
said.

The book not only
described plants in text
and piclurcs, but it was
unique in giving advice
on cultivation.

He said that at last

-,

cstimate, there were
about 15,000 rainforest
specics in Australia,
including a huge number
still 10 be discovered.
C"You've got 154
volumes to go,” he told
the authors,

So tittle was known
about our rainforests
that there was no such
thing as a rainforest
expert, Mr Floyd said.
You could be
knowledgeable only
about a small aspect.

“A scientist from the
United States came out

:’? * e

“and

here 1o study crealures
that cat rainforest
lcaves. She spent three
years researching the
subject and turned up

some fascinating
information,” he said.

“For example, she
found a lcal-eating
insect that instead of
damaging the plaat,
actually caused it to
grow faster. It was
discovered that the

insect sccreted a plant
rowth hormone while it
ed.”

Public interest in
rainforests was strong,
but Mr Floyd issued a
warning.

Areas granted
protection were safe only
as long as the public
thought they should be
national parks, and he
warned against the
practice of conscrving
onc tract of forest by
trading off another,

In emphasising the
heritage value of
Australian forests, Mr
Floyd turned to the
Bicentennial.

“What are we
celebrating —  the
removal of 75 per cent
of our rainforests in 200
years?” he said.

"Go intoe the Border
Ranges National Park
look at the
ceachwood trees.
They're celebrating 50
million  years in
Australia.”

@® LEFT: Mr Floyd,
left, and the authors of
Australian Rainforest
Plants, Hugh and Nan

Nicholson.
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"Areas” of ' virgin
rainforest *” in ** the
Ewingar State Forest, -
near Tabulum, are
being logged to supply
native timbers for the
new Parliament House
in Canberra. | 5. :

‘Large numbers  of
rainforest trees - —
including ~roscwood,

crabapple and coachwood
— have been felled at
Ewingar in the past six
months to help fill timber.
contracts for  the
Parliament Housg project.

The Regional Forester
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::(1'9'u Mnepycr it r, 3V JE ke

%

Harbour, Mr John Bruce, -, the limber being obtained
confirmed “yesterday that . locally ‘'was “coming from
“the Far North Coast was
. on¢ of many areas around
Australia‘supplying native
timbers for Lhe new
Parliament House,

. Ewingar State Forest.
But he said the felling
was nol breaching any
¢ Siate Government bans on
He said that rainforest rlainl'urcsl logging in New.
and hardwood timbers , South-Wales..
were being logged in the. Selected areas
cregion to help meet orders,* According o Mr Bruce,
for interior wall panclling the rainforest trees were

and furnishings: be; blai [
The fetled trees were: .\'ccl‘:cg{cdo .x:c'.'::d of r?}?::

R;”“g 0 trucked 10 -Fwingar State Forest
urwillumbah  for 'jjready being logged by

processing by  the " Grndn sawmiller, Big

virgin rainforest in the .-

201¢
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of metres of crabapple and

supply. 10 cubic metres.of red
Mr Bruce denied that cedar. T

the Forestry Commission ~ Mr Bruce said that

had sct asidc the Ewingar most of  the -iimber

State Forest as a naturc obtaincd locally had

alternative  source

reserve  before  the come, or would come
. Washpool was declared a from the Ewingar State
national park. . Forest. "

“Ewingar had not been  He said the principal
"set aside specifically as a contractor for the latest
reserve, bul it was an area order, Big River Timbers,
which the Commission had been told that no red
had not intended to log, cedar was available for
cxcepl for special purpuse {eling. - i
logging,” he said. : “They have been told Lo
" *The arca now is being hunt around for dead or

“Standard  Sawmilling

Compary Py Lid,

. River Timbers Py Lid,

s e e

logged much more heavily dying red ceder.” he said.

*Big River Timbers was than it would have been

for the NSW Forestry | Mr- Druce also Yune of only three under that plan,
Commission * at  Coffs confirmed that the bulk of “He winilling firms in the “Hut there are areas in
Siate  which  werefthe Washpool National
T T guaranteed & supply of Park that would have
-ge Wainforest  limberst| been togged that arc now
! Wollowing the State protecied.
S e S ¥ JGuvcrnmcnl's 1982" Logging for the new
decision to phasc out Parliament House began

rainforest logping,” he aboutl: six months ago
suid. “when the Commission’s
“Most of this timber Coffs Harbour office was
{for thc new Parliament approached by two timber
House) has come from companies — Duncun's
areas allocated 10 Big HMoldings Lid and Alan
River Timbers as parl of- Taylor and Company Lid
that decision.” ‘ — for assistance in filling
. Mr Bruce would not - orders 1o supply interior
comment on claims that paneliling. - .
Big River Timbcrs was  This resulted in the
given access to rainforest (elling” of 400 cubic
arcas in Ewingar as 2 mcires of crubapple, 35
trade-off  for  limber cubic metres - of
resources lost when a - coachwood and a large
major part ol the guaniity of two cucalypt
Washpool Stute Forest gpecies” grey box and red
was declared a national  mahogany.
park, Since  then, the
It is understood the Commission  has  been
Government wias helping to mecl another
contracled to supply the order for local native
sawmiller with a sel qimbers to furnish 1he new

vantity of hardwood pgrii
timber from Waushpool, i,,“c]u(;’iw;nlzoo H?;:;fé

and fthat the Foresiry. meires of rosewood, 40
Commission was cubic metres  of

instructed to find an coachwood, 10 cubic

“We would be prepared
1o allow red cedar in this
condition 10 be felled w0
fill the-order.” - -

Mr Bruce said that all
the letling in State foresis
had been done vnder the
strict supervision of the
Commission.

He denied that any
special logging cquipmemt
had been used by
contraciors 1o remove
rainforest specics from 1he
Ewingar State Forest.

A source had wid The
Northern Star- that
rubber-tyred machinery
— not bulldozers — had
been used in Ewingar six
months ago by contraciors
working on the first
Parliament House order.
‘- The source, who was
closcly involved in the
logging operation, also
conflirmed the centire
opcration had been
strictly monitored by

Forestry  Commission

officers.

“We were 1old it was a
speciat operation, and that
bulldozers could not be
used becuuse of the
damage the tracks and
blade would de to the
bush,” be said.
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| Forestry Commission of N.S.W.

Forestry Office

PO Box J19
Mr Randall Malcney COFFS HARBOUR JETTY 2450
Secretary Our reference: 374 Mr Bruce
Richmond Valley Raforestation Association
PO Box 590 Your reference:

LISMORE NSW 2480
Telephone: 528172

9th December, 1985.

Dear Randall,

Thank you for your letter of 2nd December and'the attached press release.

Although I did not respond in the Northern Star and I don't think that it

is worth making a major issue of now, I would like to note the following for
the records.

= £ AL LD i
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I doubt that I said that the logging area "was a sorry mess". What
I did say was that it certainly "looked a mess" (or_something similar)},
but that-this wes only a temporary state of affairs,

- At the site 'logged 2 years ago, we also stated that regeneration of
rainforest species appeared to be in proportion to their presence
before logging. ' -

- You forgot to mention that at the site logged 14 years ago, youﬁLmembers
in fact complained about the lack of eucalypt and brushbox regenration,
and one member claimed that the "gaps" were full of "rubbish", which is
in fact rainforest regeneration.

- I do not agree that we are changing a rainforest ecosystem to a eucalypt
ecosystem.

Those areas that concerned your members - namely those that had been

most heavily logged - did not generally have a major rainforest component
in their understorey initially, and the indications are that there will
be a similar component in the regeneration.

- Although it wasn't mentioned on the day, it would be appreciated if

you could find a term other than "emergent rainforest ecosystem" for
sclerophyrl forests with some rainforest elements in the understorey.

In ecological terminology, "emergent" has traditionally been applied
to describe those trees that emerge above the general canopy level.
The classical local example is the emergent hoop pine that frequently
towers above the general canopy of the dry rainforest types. (To
prove that I haven't just made this up, please refer to the attached
copies of Pages 3 & 34 of our Research Note 17 “"Forest Types in New
South Wales". Also, the report "Rainforest Conservation in Australia"
defines "emergent" as "a very tall tree which protrudes above the
general level of the upper canopy”.) -
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On this basis "emergent rainforest" would mean rainforest trees that
are distinctly higher than the hardwood canopy, which you will agree

" is the opposite to the situation in question. The continued use of
this term can only be confusing,

[

Although our Joint inspection didn't really solve anything, I did appreciate
the opportunity for discussion with your memsers. Thank you for arranging it.

Yours faithfully,

T8 v -

~ JOHN BRUCE,
Regional Forester
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New South Wales Goermt

Foestry Commission of N.S.W.

Forestry Olfice

‘ PO Box J19
Mr Randall Maloney COFFS HARBOUR JETTY 2450
Bl Secretary Qur reference: 374 Mr Bruce
Richmond Valley Reforestation Association
PO Box 590 Your reference:

LISMORE NSW 248D

Telephone; 528172

9th December, 1985,

Dear Randall,

Thank you for your letter of 2nd December and the attached press release.

Al

I ' .
though I did not respond in the Northern Star and I don't think that it

1s worth making a major issue of now, I would like to note the following for
the records. |

I doubt that I said that the logging area "was a sorry mess". What
I did say was that it certainly "lcoked a mess" (or something similar), :
but that-this wes only a temporary state of affairs.

s

At the site ‘logged 2 years ago, we also stated that regeneration of
rainforest species appeared to be in proportion to their presence
before logging. ' -

You forgot to mention that at the site logged 14 years ago, youquembers
in fact complained about the lack of eucalypt and brushbox regenration,

" and one member claimed that the "gaps" were full of "rubbish", ﬁhich is

in fact rainforest regeneration.

I do not agree tnat we are changing a rainforest ecosystem to a eucalypt
ecosystem.

Those areas that concerned your members - namely those that had been

most heavily logged - did not generally have a major rainforest component
in their understorey initially, and the indications are that there will
be a similar component in the regeneration.

Although it wasn't mentioned on the'day, it would be appreciated if
you could find a term other than "emergent rainforest ecosystem" for -
sclerophyll forests with some rainforest elements in the understorey.

In ecological terminology, "emergent" has traditionally been applied
to describe those trees that emerge above the general canopy level.
The classical local example is the emergent hoop pine that frequently
towers above the general canopy of the dry rainforest types. (To
prove that I haven't just made this up, please refer to the attached
coples of Pages 33 & 34 of our Research Note 17 YForest Types in New
South Wales". Also, the report "Rainforest Conservation in Australia"
defines "emergent" as "a very tall tree which protrudes above the
general level of the upper canopy".) .
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On this basis "emergent rainforest" would mean rainforest trees that
. _are distinctly higher than the hardwood canopy, which you will agree

is the opposite to the situation in qQuestion. The continued use of
this term can only be confusing.

' Although our joint inspection didn't really solve anything,

I did appreciate
- the opportunity for discussion with your members.

Thank you for arranging it.

, Yours faithfully,

[{ J(SW
| .

JOHN BRUCE,
Regional Forester
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15 AUG 1985

PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

Ms J Messer

Chairperson

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW
399 Pitt Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

12 AUG 1385

Dear Ms Messer

Thank you for your letter of 13 June 1985 to the

Prime Minister concerning the nomination of the

New South Wales rainforests for the World Heritage List.
I welcome the Council's strong commitment to the
nomination.

In taking the step to nominate the New South Wales
rainforests, the Commonwealth Government has satisfied
itself that the areas in question meet the criterion of
"outstanding universal value" and will be working
assiduously to achieve a successful outcome when the

nomination is considered by the World Heritage Committee
in 1986.

Yours sincerely

7 J/;2;Eiii=*=421-_——~____“___,f

Minister Assisting the Prime Minister



Py

16 July, 1985

His Excellency E.G. Whitlam, A.C., Q.C.

Australian Anmbassadeor and Permanent Representative
to UNESCO

4 Rue Jean Rey

75724 Paris CEDEX 15

FRANCE

Dear Mr Whitlam

re: WORLD HERITAGE LISTING FOR QUEENSLAND RAINFORESTS

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales congratulates you on your
strong statement in support of the nomination of Queensland rainforests for
the World Heritage List.

We commend your encouragement of nomination by the Federal Government
unilaterally, in the fece of contlnued opposition to the 1dea from the
Queensland Govermment, as reported in the Sydney Morning Herald of 14 June,
1985,

We share the view %hat Queensland's rainforests are every bit as worthy of a
place on the World Heritage List as are the rainforests of New South Wales,
which have been nominated. The littoral rainforest near Cape Tribulation,
which adjoins coastline fringed by coral reefs, forms a particularly
significant part of the Queensland rainforest estate, and yet road
construction activities continue to threaten its destruction together with the
destruction of the fringing reefs.

The present situation, whereby the Queensland Government obstinately refuses
to take proper steps to protect the State's naturzal assets, calls for Federal
Government action, and we applaud your strong support of such action,

Yours aincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON
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'Qld forests on

-Héi'ifé'g'e L'°' St
L L By DAVID MONAGHAN ;71 ;¢

BRISBANE Mr’ Gough Whulam the l'orrner
¢ Prime Minister and now Ambassador to, UNESCO,
has” attacked the Federal"Government forfailing to
nommate Queens'land rumforests to the WOrId

Henlage -List.. " AR
-In atelex sem from hts Pans Embdssy on May

b 23 Mr Whitlam said: “We are not impressed by;the

SMH W—/b/gb f" r

Great moments
i bureaucxacy

“Eisewhere in loday s Herald there's .

. a story.about Gough Whitlam
¥.... criticising the Federal Government
¢+ for failing to nominate the Queens-

:,"; ‘land ‘rainforests as a World Heri- .

tage Area. The Federal Government .

.. is planning to nominate rainforests
" in NSW, but not the more extensive
.+, ones in Queensland. Mr Whitlam
apparemly fécls the Federal Gov-

A f‘ érnment is afraid of getting into a

ﬁght with the Queensland Govern- .
- .-ment.’ By coincidence, this' column

specious argumems concerning Queensland rejuc-
, tance, to, .npminate the balance of the releyunt
*rainforests. Nominations are made by.the Augtra-
" l;an .Government, not by the State Governmgnts.
“The only “plausible reason for delaymg;lhe
, nommauon of the-interstate rainforests.is that in
Murphy 5 absenice the ' High Court would be cvgnly
. divided: 6n} anychallengé ‘and " the ‘view of;the
antt-Fegeral Chlef Jusuce would therefore Bre-
¥ vait."* fos oy
However, the thsler for Enwronment zMr
Cohen reaffirmed . yesterday that the Fedéral .
- .Goverament would continue to, da;nothing atjout - , Mr Ryan $ays that Neville: Wran
S Ilsung Queensland rainforests wnhqu; the, ag‘ree- - Wants NSW rainforests t to be noml-_'j-
" ment of the Qugenstand” Govémuient. | *- X !
Mr Cohen said’ ¥ We are Sticking o our decns;on nated for world heritage Instmg by .
Y full stop,’ period; Mr Whitlam'is; ot the the ‘end of December, 1984 Mr-
: Minister of this country, Mr- Hawke<is* H e-has McCasker has writtcn against this:
v ceased to be in Parliament for the last seven yag “Not on, I think. This is typical
¥ heisan Ambassador We respect his views and n!ole Wran.” Elsewhere in the memo, Mr
i hls views,, but dont have 'to act on them.- Ryan wrifes that the nomination of
u wWeiare: not’ geing to' nominate over ?[the NSW rainforests “would cause
r ‘Queensland Government's] head ... Mr Hawke some anguish as the quality of the
.*madé the statement that ‘we would not nomm.ne NSW rainforests is considered by
anything not’ ortgmally put f'orward by the Sldte most cxperts to be below that of
v Government.” Daintree”. Mr McCasker has scrib-
- .o The, Queensland Premrer Slr Joh- Bjetke- - bled next to this: “Too bad”. At the
Pelersen has said he would suck Me., Cohen on a bottom of the memo Mr McCasker
stump for listing as a cunosny rather than have his has written: “Wouldn't have the
“ State's " tainforests’ listed. ah " glightest concern about any Dain-
“The Government ‘décided late. Iasl year to |gnore tree connection ..."”
"advice from the Australian Heritage Commission |
and not. to,nominate the Queensland. ralnfores'.s,
including those endangered by a road through lhe
+Daintree area of north Queensland.;
. If"the: rainforests were on”the World Hen_mge
= List, the Government ‘would be bound to see they
., were ‘not developed or destroyed.
i The Wilderness Society’s Daintree dlreclor Mr
‘Mnchael Rae, ‘said’ last ~night: *Australia is bemg
+.held up toridiculé in the’ eyes. of the world because
" our Federal Government.is saying it is not allowed
to nominate .a_-priceless part of the nauon 5

1] 9 -
- hel'llagc.:;,n,:.,: ,;Am..,mu.‘s 1 slest et u...-_*..._ et '

S.M“ i""{é/gf' ol .

'

~happens to have a- Government
. document, obtained under the Free- .
dom of lnformation * Act, .which
" lends “support to Mr Whitlam’s.
view.. It i3 a memo ‘written on’
ovembcr 26 last year by M. V.’
Ryan, an officer of the Department
of Home Affairs and Environment,
.. .. with comments written across it.by
' - Colin McCasker, a first assistant
. secretary, of the department. -

[
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

Ms. J. Messer,

Chairperson,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY 2000

Dear Ms. Messer,

The Minister has asked me to acknowledge
correspondence concerning the protection
Rainforest in New South Wales.

v/

16 SEP 1835

your recent
of Littoral

The matters you have raised are presently under
consideration and he will write to you as soon as

possible.

. EN CRIPPS
E utive Assistant




9 September, 1985

The Hon. R. J. Carr, M.P,
Minister for Planning & Environmant

10th Floorxr
139 Macquarie St
Sydney NEW 2000

Dear _Mr Carr

re: PROTECTION OF LITTORAL RAINFOREST
IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

The Nature Conservaticn Council of New South Wales would like to express
its support for the submission entitled "The Protection of Littoral
Rainforest in N.S.W." produced by the Total Environment Centre.

The rarity of remaining littoral rainforest in the Stata, and the
development pressures to vhich it is bubject by virtus of its location

on the coast, make it imperative to institute adequate protection measures
without further delay.

We commend the recommendations of the Total Environment Centre's submission

for your attention and action.
.

Yours sincerely *

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON



OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

‘“ﬁﬁ& - CANBERRA

Ms J. Messer

Chairperson , _ : 27 JUN 1985
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW - .

399 Pitt Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Ms Messer

I acknowledge your letter of 13 June 1985, to the Prime
Minister, on behalf of the Nature Conservation Council
of NSW, concerning the NSW Rainforest nomination for
World Heritage Listing.

A reply will be sent to you as soon as is practicable.

Yours sincerely

(J Nicholson)
Seni Private Secretary



NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING ANC ENVIRONMERNT

MEDIA RELEASE BY
THE MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT,
MR. TERRY SHEAHAN

NORTHERN RAINFORESTS NATIONAL
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2.6.84

LY

The Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr. Terry Sheahan,
today announced the appointment of the Northern Rainforest

National Parks Advisory Committee.

The inaugural meeting of the committee will be held at

Kyogle tonight.

The committee, which is constituted for the Border Ranges,
Nightcap and Mount Warning Nationél Parks, was formed to

advise the National Parks and Wildlife Service on matters
relating to the care, control and management of the three

rainforest national parks.

“The Government is extremely proud of the dedication and
expansion of our rainforest national parks and has taken
steps to have them placed in the World Heritage List along
with such other important areas as the Great Barrier Reef,
.Lord Howe Island, South West Tasmania, and the Willandra

Lakes Region," Mr. Sheahan said.

Mr. Sheahan said he was heartened by the large number of
interested people who applied for appointment to the

committee.

He said that after a great deal of consideration he had
appointed ten people to the committee for a term to

expire November 30 '1986.



The members of the committee are:

Mr. S. K. King of Goonellabah
Mr. R. M. Kooyman of Myocum
Mr, J. D. Hurley of Kyogle

Mr. M.

[

Dougherty of Kyogle

Mrs. L. Mafi Williamé of Kyogle
Ms. N. J. Nicholson of The Channon
Mr. I; H. Dixon of Nimﬁin

Mr. A. C. Hﬁnter of Corndale

Mr. D. G. Yates of Lismore

Mr. P. D. Thew of Kyogle

The qualifications and experience of the successful
applicants of the committee include conservation and
scientific interests, forestry, local government

administration, and community representatives.

Mr. Sheahan said that advisory committees were an important
T
means by which the community could make a contribution to the

care, control and manag=zment of national parks.

(For further information the news media should contact the
Service's Public Relaticns and Information Officer, Berkeley
Wiles, on work (02) 237 6925/24 or home (02) 969 1964, or the
Regional Director of the Service's Northern Region, Geoff

Martin on {(066) 420593.)



NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

MEDIA RELEASE BY
THE MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT,
MR, TERRY SHEAHAN

RAINFOREST REGENERATION 2.6.84

The National Parks and Wildife Service is working on- a
program of re-establishing rainforests in three areas on the

far north coas-.

The Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr. Tefry Sheahan,
said today the program was designed to regenerate rainforests
in areas where the forest had been destroyed by logging,

cattle grazing, agriculture and fire.

"Prior to Eurcpéan settlement it has been estimated that
rainforests covered about one million hectares of New South

Wales.

"Today, only about 13 per cent of the original rainforests

remains in a natural or largely undisturbed condition.

"It is imperative that the remaining rainforests are <

preserved.

"The State Government has over the past four years taken
steps to ensure the protection of o¢ur rainforests and by late
next year we hope to have them included on the World Heritage

List to preserve them for all time,.

"Therefore, I am delighted to see the progress being made in
the regeneration of rainforests in the far north coast

"region", he said.



Mr. Sheahan visited the region today to inspect the ‘Border
Ranges and Nightcap National Parks, both of which will be
included in the State Government's nomination of rainforests
for the UNESCO's World Heritage List, and to meet members of
the newly formed Northern Rainforests Nétional Parks Advisory

Committee.

He said experimental plantings over the past five years at
the Victoria Park Nature Reserve, near Lismore, had shown
that rainfoﬁest could be artificually regenerated

successfully.

"The work by the National Parks anc Wildlife Service has also
shown that progress can mean something other than

residential, industrial and tourist development.

"The success of the Victoria Park project has wide
implications for scientists, forestasrs and people interested

in bringing the forests back.

"The low maintenance approach to rainforest reforestation
taken at Victoria Park is showing the way for future

projects", Mr. Sheahan said.
He said Victoria Park Nature Reserve was one of the few
surviving remnants of the Blg Scrub Lowland, subtropical

rainforest which once covered the Lismore-Ballina area.

About half the 17.5ha park was kikuyu and buffalo grass when

planting began five years ago.

"Today, half that grassland has disappeared under the cover



[

of some 13,000 trees, some of which are now more than five

metres tall.

"The aim of the project is to 're-establish rainforests on the
whole of the site and so double the size of the existing

forest", he said.

Two areas of Dorrigo National Park are also being regenerated

as rainforest.

Mr. Sheahan said cleared farmland within the park was planted

to brush box, flooded gum and tallowood in 1976.

Twelve hectares of cleared farmland on the Dorrigo Plateau is
currently being planted to rainforest. One and a half
hectares has récently been pianted to black wattle as a cover
crop beneath which rainforest is expected to regenerate

quickly.

At Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve near Port Macquarie, a
small-scale replanting around the perimeter of a remnant

littoral rainforest is under way.

The aim of this work is to build up perimeter protection and

to repair past damage caused by cattle grazing and wildfire.

"None of this work would have been possible without the State
Government's commitment to the conservation of major

remaining rainforest areas in national parks and reserves.

"When we came to office in 1976 time was running out to
preserve the larger and best examples of rainforests without

further impairment.



"We inherited many commitments to allow logging of
rainforests and the refusal By the Liberal and National
Parties to support the Government's World Heritage List
nomination in State Parliament last month is a clear
indication that if they ever Qon government'they would not
hesitate to resurrect such commitments and attempt to put the
rainforests of New South Wales through the chippers”,

" Mr. Sheahan said.

(For further information the news media should contact the
Service's Public Relations and Information Officer, Berkeley

Wiles, on work (02) 237 6925/24 or home (02} 969 1964)



13 June, 198%

The Hon. R. J. Hawke,

Prime Minister of Rustralia
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Deaxr Mr Hawke

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW welcomes the decision of your
Government to forward the nomination of NSW Rainforests for World Heritage
Listing to Paris., The Council believes that the sites proposed for nomiantion
more than meet the criteria for acceptance on the list.,

At the same time, wa are concerned by the last paragraph of the report on the
nomination in "The Australian™ of Saturday, 8 June:

"Federal officials balieve, however that there ia
virtually no chance of the World Heritage Committee
agreeing to include the NSW Rainforests on the ligt."

The appearance of such sentiments in the media does not help the presentation
of the case for nomination. Although the Minister for Arta, Haritage &
Environment, Mr Barry Cohen, is report as vigorously dafending the value of
the NSW Rainforests in the Sydney Morning Herald (Tuesday, 11 June, 1985), we
nevertheless seek your assurance thati:-

Your Government agrees with the NSW Government that the nominated sites more
than peet the rejuirements for 1listing and that these would be worthy
additicns to the World Heritage List.

Your Government will actively press for the inclusion of the sites on the List
at the relevant maetings.

Those officials, who apparently give the nomination little chance of success,
will not be involved in presenting the case for nomination.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIPERSON

cc: The Honourable N.K. Wran, Q.C., M.P.



13 June, 1585

The Hon. N.K. Wran, Q.C, M.P.
Premier of New South Wales
State Office Block

Phillip St

Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Mr Wran

The HNature Conservation Council of NSW congratulates your Government on the
preparation of the case for the nomination of NSW rainforests for World
Heritage Listing and the decision of the Federal Governmant to forward the
nomination to Paris.

The nomination has the whole~hearted aupport of the N.C.C.

We are concerned, however, that if the report in "The Australian" of 8 June is
accurate, then certain Federal officials seem anxious to anticipate the future
of the nomination. We believe that the sites nominated more than meet the
estahlished criteria for acceptance, but the publication of such sentiments
does not make the task of presenting the nomination easy. We have written to
Mr Hawke seeking his assurance of continued support from the Federal
Government for the nomination.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPFRSON
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT k rL 3““

NEWS RELEASE ' June 2, 1984
. ‘&

The Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr Terry Sheahan, .

today released interim management guidelines for three far

north coast rainforest national parks.

The guidelines relate to the Border Ranges, Nightcap and

"Washpool National Parks.

Mr Sheahan said that as the full plans of management for all . !
three parks would take some time to prepare, it was necessary é
for interim management programs to be available to protect '
the rainforests and to provide safe public access and

facilities within the new rainforest national parks.

. "The guidelines are also importhnt as the State Government
.is to nominate the rainforests national parks anéd nature.

. reserves for inclusion in the World Heritage List under the

UNESCO Convention.

"The remaining rainforests of Australia and New South Wales
in particular, are of international significance as ancient and
isolated reservoirs of a great variety of plant and animal

species of considerable importance to science,

"Rainforests throughout the world are subject to massive threats

and changes.

"Indeed, Australia is the only advanced industrial nation
to contain significant areas of rainforest, much of which is

in this State.
“These impo;tant'and unique areas must be preserved.

"The areas approved for world Heritage Listing will be placed
forever beyond the temptation or contrariness of any future
government inclined to log trees within the parks and reserves,”

Mr Sheahan said.

He said the nomination for World Heritage Listing would be
submitted to the Australian Heritage Commission later this year.



"The nomination should then be considered by UNESCO's World
Heritage Committee late next year to ensure lasting recognition
and pro;eétion for one of the greatest conservation achievements

of any government in Australia's history.

"The rainforests of Australia have already been greatly reduced

since European settlement, mainly by clearing for agriculture.

"In NSW it has been estimated that the rainforests have been
reduced from about one million hectares to about 250,000 ha in
less than 200 years.

"0of the remaining rainforests half have been modified or damaged
to varying degrees by logging, roads, fire and sand mining.

"In fact the remaining undisturbed or slightly modified rainforests

in the State represent only about 13 per cent of the estimated

original rainforests at the time of settlement.

"The 1982 rainforest decision of the Wran Government, which was

finalised by the Forestry Revocation and National Parks Reservation

Bill, 1984, which passed through the Parliament last month, is
truly a landmark decision, acclaimed all over Australia and

internationally," Mr Sheahan said.

A booklet detailing the interim management guidelines for the
three national parks was now available from the National Parks
and Wildlife Service head office, 189 Kent Street, Sydney,

and from the NPWS offices at Grafton and Alstonville.



« oy oW AN

. Ww

t

State protects

‘, BVPAUUBA_!LE!‘:q~7,':,1 .':' e Queensland is domg with its

The -State ‘Government. has i ;amforest, Daintree,”

dectared the Washpoo! rainforest,

he- sald
“They\are lramming a: road

between Grafton and Glen: lnnes, ) through their rainforest, they're

a wilderness area.
The declaration, the ﬁnst overa

X P ‘sub-dmdmg it:for, some - tacky-,
.coastal ‘development ;» they're.,
State rainforest, gives further . depriving Australians in a hun- .
protection to 25, 000 hectarm of " dred years time, 200 years time,: .

the Washpool area,. which " con- .forever of lhe sight of wnldemess\
tains the largest stand of unlogged % rainforest: - N T

coachwood in- the world. - dy
Announcirig - the. decisién' yes-

1..

“The AQueensIand Govern-
.ment’s pohcy 1s both brulal and

terday the Minister for: Planmng ‘destryctive.” .. 0 s
4;‘_ Washpool has a total area ol‘

and Environment, Mr Carr. ‘said -
‘the major significance 'of; the

wilderness status was that Wash.
pool will now be left in peace to
allow’the damage of past loggmg
to’heal., . ..

“We are'also allowmg one of
the, logging roads to be ‘revege-

lated - a v:v:d contrast to what

1 27,700 hectares of warm, temper- .
.ate rzinforest and is snualed about .
75 Xilometres east of Glen Tnnes -

“and 80 kilometres west of Grafton:..

~ 1t was formerly under State-
fcrest management but was pre-
.served from logging 'in 1983, 1"

Mr Carr sald there will. ,bc

. parks..

Washpool' ramforesti

access 1o the perimeter of Wash-

pool where there will be“various
picnic spots, but the’ only way to

or by canoe.. 4. ... . -, e
“Because, though it IS vast, :g is

rely.totally- on the prolecnon ‘of
Government,” he added. o
- Mr Carr.gaid 17 out of the 20

wﬂdemess areas {denul'ed by the -

Government were nowin. national
roameen™
He also announced yesterday
the scmng up of) 8. Wildernéss
Working Group, consmtmg of
representatives of. non-govern-
ment conservation groups and the
National Parks and Wildlife ‘Ser-
vice, to_discuss how wilderness

. ‘areas, in NSW can, be’ bést

managed and protected

-respected hc sald R ’_-

Ve ) ’-f

~ “One of the working group
“main tasks will -be - to - exami;

- proposals for a Wilderness:Maj
travel into the area will be'on foot - -

agement Act for’'NSW,” Mr Ca
said.

'I .- T - ’J‘-

“helpless to defend.itself and must - ;- év-ll;h“"s ;‘l'.‘l'h;':“:"’g’;e:u:ga':;

.current laws and policies gre, an
ir changm are desnrabie, to ensu:

_that' wilderness . areas ., are. “ful
- protcoted both now and in ful.u:

times.”,

. S,
‘Mr Carr sald broader issu

Wthh would be discussed by th
‘group included the’ protecuon '

-wildernéss areas on land manage
~_by other Governmént’ authofitie
: “W:Iderness values currentl

‘exist in a range of ‘Crown' tenun
‘and :these ™ values .must’ I:

_.-r.,-
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Ho
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obliquely between the: two men\
-without any definite’ agreement

havmg been; reached TR b LI
Manoeuvnng on

Unsworth's behalf is bem'g-done :

by . Pat: Hills,. 67, approaching .
retirement  but unable 10 keep
himself out. of .a fascinating,’
polltlcal play. An clectrical power
crisis three years ago 'was not’
enough for Mr Hills; he needs the
real thing.

The template for the Unswonh
bid can ‘be. found, in the 1972

' What' maners m the sclectlon is.
“nat. what .the party, as a whole .

7 .thinks, but what is considered’

:, most pragmnt:c by the leaders of. o
the I'acuon which has’ comrolled

" Labor al‘falrs in_this Sfate since.

1939, when the McKell forces
; defeated those. of Jack Lang Sen g

But didn’t Mr Mulock roll the:.
Sussex Street selection last year,

< proving “them? far from omnipo: :,

descent - of "Mr Wran from the '

Upper House to- the: Legislative
Assembly,. to be honed for his
victory ovet Tom Lewis in 1976,

- He was’ hand- -picked by Mr John

- Bmwer") Ducker, then secre-
tary of the NSW Labor Councit
(Unsworth's predecessor). cven
though he was not and is not a
member of the Centre Unity

. laction. If Sussex Street decides a

Lower House seat needs to be

“found for Mr Unsworth, there are
"a number of the faithful about to

g0 ’on)(way.
S6;who at Sussex Street will
decide? The faction's four strong

men -« tho'president and Federal -

Treasurer,. Ms Keating, the State

ALP president and Labor Council

secretary, Mr .Iohn MacBean, the
former - State, secretary and now
Federal Senator Graham Richard- -
son, and the present State secre-

tary, ‘Stephen Loosely.

tent? Yes, but some lessons were
learned then.- T A

All the main oontenders i:elon"g
to the Centre Unity faction.

:0ddly, the most senior State.

parliamentary factional figure is
Terry Sheahan, a key link between:
Sussex and Maequane Streets, but”
diminished in stature by his defeat
for the deputy- premiership. Roni "
Mutock chairs a key committee of
the faction’s State parhameman-
ans and so is also in'regular touch

" with ‘Loosely - (a telephone call’

every two days or so). Unsworth's'-
close friendship with MacBean is -
an obvious bond to the Ieadcrship
and ‘Laurie Brereton IS frlcndly
with all four. :

But the names of Mulock and’
Unsworth keep recurring * as. the™
real’ contenders. It “is widely felt
that, if Mr Wran feels next year he'’
should go, it will be bécause he has *
given up hope of restoring a high °
tevel of public confidence in his
leadership. And Mr. Breréton, 39, .
is widely viewed as having been so
close to Mr'Wran in the past and °
as being so like him in echoes of

style ‘that’ th1s would ¢ amggc his
chances in any leadership poll this
side of '88. But he is yoiing enough
to have futire chances thigugh
even  future ’ tussles wull nd{ be
. easy. , C

The dark: horse is Peter Anc‘ler-
son,:the 36-yenr-old Police Minis-
ter, and former policeman. When
Mr Wran returned from' Norfolk

:1sland late last_year, full of

renewed vigour and determined to

»hold on to office, he; made Mr

‘Anderson’ Minister ,assisting the,
Premier. If the Wran premiership
-runs right up to.the next election,

. and,if progress in cleamng up the
pohce force has Been made by !

then, Mr Anderson’s position will |
be immensely. strengthened.

. 1.Mr Mulock, personally. aﬂ'able
ands veteran of. several. difficult -
portfolios which he has handled
successfully, .is a decent and
upright man untouched by mnu-
endojand whispering campaigns,
and a sound political judge,

A Iawyer ‘and former Mayor of
‘Penrith, Mr Mulock is a devout:
Cathohc and a devoted family
‘man. But he is no orator and his
charistha’ quotient is :less than
overpéwermg But his friends’
(and his courtesy and- kindness’
have, won him many, witness the'
députy’ ‘premiership voting)“say-
there aré times when an avuncular
and reasaurmg ﬁgure can bc just
right.” '

Mr Unsworth has come a Iong
way from Dubbo and the- electri-

,fbay, but Nev s no also-ran’

ctans tool bag. and from th

Merrylands Strollers dance -t
Marrickville Town Hall where h

-met his “wife.” (He was  also™

‘practised perfornter. at the Albe

.Palais at Surryville, and an avi

Bobby Limb-fany) - KX

As John Duckers deputy. N
Unsworth proved himsell a

,adept organiser, and machir

man. He also developed formid:
ble pubhc speaking skills. To' tt

"Left, he is a much more controve

sial ‘and threatening fi igure tha
Mr Mulock, but just a year as
minister (he went straight to No |
in the Cabinet pecking order) h:
seen him working hard at buildin
bridges, though his- ‘tongue 'ca
still be both ‘club and rapier. -
In July, Legislative Counc
members. will join their Assembl
colleagues in Caucus, an
Unsworth has most of those vote
even though there are haif a doze
or-'so ‘Upper House. Muloc
supporters. Given time -to ‘bisil
Assembly support, say his friend.
. the'Unsworth numbers ovérall ca
be there by early next year.’

‘But all this conjecture depend
on Mr Wran_himself. Even o th

.dcfcnswc he towers above i

party collcagues If he dec:des i

- nine months or so that thlngs ar

swmgmg his way gnd” that™h

wants to.stay on to fight again i

1988, hls would-be_ succéssor
know they might. 8§ weII go ﬁshm
for quite some time.’ 4

.y - Research by Ben Bremner
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PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA,

Ms J. Messer

Chairperson

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW AD

399 Pitt Street 26 =R 1985
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Ms Messer

Thank you for your letter of 27 March 1985 to the Prime
Minister, on behalf of the Nature Conservation Council
of New South Wales, urging the Commonwealth Government
to immediately submit the New South Wales rainforests
nomination for World Heritage Listing.

The Commonwealth Government has a responsibility to
satisfy itself that the nominations proposed by the
States meet the stringent criteria of "outstanding
universal value". I am sure you appreciate that this of
necessity takes time. A thorough examination of the
final nomination is currently taking place, in close co-
operation with the New South Wales Government officials,
and it is hoped that a decision will be made in the very
near future,

Since the nomination could not be submitted, for the
above reasons, by 31 December 1984, and therefore will
not now be considered until the World Heritage
Committee's 1986 meeting, the need for immediate
lodging is not critical. In the meantime, the areas
proposed for nomination are protected under New South
Wales legislation.

Yours sincerely

Lionel Bowen
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister
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TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

18 Argyle St., Sydney, N.S.W, 2000. Phone 27 4714
19th April, 1985.

ZjLﬁﬁR 1983

Dear Judy ’

NSW  RAINFORESTS i

Please find enclosed "Mr Barry Cohen's reply to our joint
letter on the nomination of NSW rainforests to the World
Heritage List.

I leave an individual reply to you. But note there is no
commitment, as yet, to forward the nomination.

Yours faithfully,

Cf;ff Angel :

Assistant Director T

L
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MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT
! | 2 0 MAR 1985

Mr J. Angel ,
C/- 18 Argyle Street
SYDNEY N.S.W., 2000

Dear Mr Angel

1 refer to your circular letter of 14 January 1985 concerning the
nomination of certain New South Wales rainforest national parks
for inscription in the World Heritage List. The thrust of your
letter appears to be a somewhat irrational castigation of the
Federal Government for not lodging that nomination by 31 December
1984.

You would be aware that the Premier of New South Wales wrote to
the Prime Minister on 13 December 1984 advising that his
Government was preparing a nomination of the State's rainforests
for inclusion on the World Heritage List. In his letter the
Premier requested that this nomination be lodged with the
secretariat of the World Heritage Committee, in Paris, by the end
of December 1984, Copies of the final nomination papers prepared
by the NSW Departmeént of Environment and Planning were received
by my Department on 27 December 1984. One could hardly imagine a
time of the year .less suitable for proper decision making by
Cabinet, Caucus and Parliament.

I would have thought that, even in the emotional and misleading
context of your letter, you might have given some attention to
the processes of international treaty deliberations. The World
Heritage Committee requires that any nomination to the World
Heritage List must by lodged with its Secretariat in Paris by the
end of December to allow formal consideration by the Committee
during the following year. In this particular case, however,

and in view of the need for full consideration by the Federal
Government of the NSW nomination and its implications, an.
approach was made to Paris for an extension of the time to lodge
the nomination by February 1985, but this approach was not
successful, \ : ' .
The World Heritage List defines areas of the world's cultural and
natural heritage of "outstanding universal value", the
disappearance or destruction of which would constitute a
harmful 1mpoverlshment of the. heritage of all nations of the
world"‘

PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600
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-It was set up under the UNESCO Convention for the

Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (the World
Heritage Convention) which has been accepted by 83 national
governments. I should mention that Australia became a signatory
to the World Heritage Convention in 1974 under a previous Labor
Government, and has been an active member of the governing
Committee since its foundation in 1976.

Under the present Federal Labor Government active steps have been
taken to nominate further places for consideration for world
heritage listing and an agreement has been reached between the
Federal, State and Territory Ministers responsible for wildlife
conservation and national parks, for dealing with the nomination
of places in Australia for inclusion in the World Heritage List.
To this end I wrote to all appropriate State/Territory Ministers
last year and invited them to submit suggestions as to places to
be examined for possible future world heritage nomination.

I am sure you will agree with me that the present five places in
Australia which are entered on the World Heritage List do indeed
merit and justify the stringent criteria for such listing, and
that the Government has a responsibility to examine any
nominations received from a State or Territory Government to
ensure the World Heritage List remains an exclusive list of the
world's cultural and natural treasures. In the case of the South
West Tasmania nomination this examinatin took twelve months.

To do justice to any nomination and to be serious in meeting its
national environmental and heritage responsibilities, it was not
realistic for Australia to automatically forward the N.S.W.
rainforest nomination to Paris without a thorough examination
and without considering the many issues involved. That
examination is taking place at present by the Government.

In any case, as you would be aware, any delay in nomination will
not mean any lessening in the protection of the rainforests as

‘all the areas nominated by New South Wales are in public owner-

ship and are specifically reserved for consérvation purposes
under NSW legislation - the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974
and the Forestry Act 1916.

The tenor of your letter seems to show a complete disregard for
the existing and effective conservation protective measures
operating in New South Wales under the Wran Government.

-~

Yours sincerely




Thursday,

May 16, 1985

LETTERS TO THE EDIT

ainforests:
10 Govt
onspiracy

[R: Selectively quoting from docu-
ents obtained under Freedom of
formation may reinforce the “con-
iracy™ theory of government but add
tle to the debate about the preserv-
ion of Australia’s rainforests. -

In October I wrote to all States and
erritories  secking nominations for
tes considered suitable for the World
eritage List. ~

During 1984, my department had
zen informed that the NSW Gov-
nment was planning to nominate
s temperate rainforests for World
eritage listing and that documents
ere being prepared to support the
omination. . ‘

On December 27, the detailed
omination papers arrived in Can-

berra — a bad time to have any matter
proposed by Government.

David Monaghan and Michael Rae
make no attempt to explain the way
the Cabinet process works. They
suggest that the department could
examine the detailed papers provided
by NSW, prepare a Cabinet submis-
ston, have it examined by all the
departments concerned, brought
before the appropriate Cabinet and

. Caucus committees and finally lodged

for consideration of Cabinet before the
deadline of December 31,

Aware that the NSW, nomination
was going to arrive at the eleventh hour,
my department had sought, through the
Australian Embassy to UNESCO in
Paris, an extension of time beyond the
December 31 deadline.

The World Heritage Secretariat
replied that while an extension was not
possible, a letter could be sent

submitting the name of th~ site, with

further details to follow.

It is this last point on which
Monaghan and Rae base their whole

S,y

accusation of. Federal Government
conspiracy. It ignores the point that
the only way 1, or the Acting Minister,
John Brown, could have acted in four
days was to have done so without
consulting our Caucus and Cabinet
colleagues.

. Officers of my department and those
of the NSW Government have been
reworking the nomination papers,
which have only just been returned to
Canberra this weck.

Furthermore, what was the desperate
rush to nominate the NSW rainforests?
Were they Queensland rainforests 1
could understand, but the Premier, Mr
Wran, has guaranteed total protection
of NSW rainforests, and he will be
Premier at least until 1988.

Also, there is a mistaken belief that
the UNESCO World Heritage Com-
mittee will automatically accept any

_nomination. On the contrary, World
Heritage listing is extraordinarily diffi-
cult to obtain. T I L

It has been suggested by some
strange perverted logic that by stop-

ping the NSW nomination, it would

- preg

-

’
- L1

case the pressure to nominate unilater-
ally the Queensland rainforests.

Surely a more logical explanation is
for this Government to push the NSW
rainforest nomination in the hope that
it would prompt the Queensland
Government to act in a like manner.

“After all, World Heritage listing
upgrades prestige of sites and this
leads to increased tourism. -

- Because of the Government’s suc-
cess in stopping the Franklin Dam,
there are those who seck the World
Heritage Act as a panacea for all acts
of environmental desecration by State
and local governments.

That is an unrealistic expectation.
The preservation of our rainforests
will occur through Commonwealth/
State co-operation such as has been
achieved under the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Act. = . S

Barry Coblen,

¢ —— Mialster for_Arts, Heritage

and Egviromment,

—

/ietnam record

IR: History is too important to allow
¢ Patrick Walters article (Herald,
pril 30) on the 10th anniversary of
1¢ end of the Vietnam War to pass
rithout correction. He is wrong on at
ast two points.
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It’s still all
the way
with LBJ

Y ETERANS of the conflict gath-
ered the other day to commem-
orate Lyndon Johnson's other
war, the onc against poverty,

illiteracy, sickness and racial discrimi-
nation — especially racial discrimina.
tion. Together they constitute that
legislative surge just 20 years ago
known, or, if remembered at all in
contemporary Washington, as the
“Great Society”™.

In this anniversary-conscious coun-
try, the Johnson clan had to organise
the event themselves. This they did so
without embarrassment in the LBJ
Museum and Library on the oil-rich
university of Texas campus (student
population 7,000) at Austin-Johnson's
home turf on the edge of the Texas hill
country where he was born. When it
was over Mrs Lady Bird Johnson
presided over a barbecue at the LBJ
ranch. .

It is the peculiar misfortune of
Johnson's Presidency (1963-69) to be
over-shadowed by the martyred glam-
our of the Kennedys, by the villainy of
Nixon,.and by the Victram war which -
Johnson neither started nor finished,
but prosecuted with his usual energy.

He is even cursed —-in Robert Caro

= - with :a brilliant- but- relentless
¥biographer who ‘porirays’ § political

‘operator of genius, driven by ambitich -
_and an' attitude towards .men _and
"money less -pristine than . that-of his
daddy, a notable Texas ‘pplitiklciga‘whb
.3 Ao ]

‘I died poor. -

1 can't understand why the people
don't love me more,” Johnson once

told Dean Acheson. “Mr President,
rmavhe it'c hecance vnn are nnt verv



Mr Barxry Cohen
Minister for Arts, Heritage
and the Environment
Parliament House
Canberxa ACT 2600
—_— 29 April, 1985
Dear Minister

re: WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION OF NSW RAINFORESTS

Following the discuassion of this issue at the Meeting convened by you on 9
April, the N.C.C. again seeks your reassurance that the matter of the
nomination will be expedited forthwith.

In that context we would like to have the following points clarified.

+ Have the NSW rainforests been placed on the 'indicative list'?

« Have the relevant NSW Ministers bee informed that alterations are being
made to the nomination?

« Are the alterations substantial?

. VUWhen jdo you expect the nomination to be forwarded to Cabinet?

Az the NCC is confident that the NSW rainforests are unique and therefore
worthy of protection by entry on the exclusive World Heritage list, we saek
your assurance that they do indeed enjoy interim protection under Federal as

wall as State lLaw.

In anticipation of this important issue being beneficially resolved in the
near future,

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRPERSON
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Queensland Rainforests Conservation Bill

Second Reading

Senator MACKLIN (Queensland) (4.46)—by
leave-—1 move:

That the Bill be now read a second time,

[ seek leave, Mr Deputy President, 1o incorporate
the second reading speech in Hansard.

Leave granted.
The speech read as follows—

In November 1983 the Queensland Cabinet
gave the Douglas Shire Council $100,000 to start
building a 33-kilometre track between Cupe
Tribulation and Bloomfield River. After just one
inch of rain, the ensuing quagmire turned the
opening ceremony of the Daintree Road into an
event of farce and dunger and demonstrated that
the road’s construction was a political exercise.

Like the proposal to dam the Franklin River,
the road through the Daintree Rainforest is an act
of wilful environmenta! vandalism which the Aus-
tralian Democrats.totatly oppose. The economic
arguments in support of the road are dubious,
while the environmental value of the area is be-
yond reproach.

The Daintree region is a unique area of rain-
forest, Rainforest contains at least 50 per cent of
the world's animal and plant species.

Daintree is a unique area of this unique re-
source. It is the largest area of coastal rainforest
and the largest contiguous-area of virgin rainforest
in Australia. i1t is home to 13 of the 19 most primi-
tive flowering planis on the planet, 67 per cent of
Australia’s butterflies, 60 per cent of our Bats, 30
per cent of out reptiles, and eleven thousand
species of plants.

The area surrounding the Daintree Road is
already national park and is listed on the register
of the National Estate because of its significance.

The environmental damage done to the Dain-
tree and its natural inhabitants by the construc-
tion of the road has now extended Lo the rare
fringing coral reefs of the Great Barrier Reef.

Recently the first significant scientific study of
the coral communities of the fringe reefs off the
Daintree coast was underiaken by Dr John Veron
of the Australian Institute of Marine Science. He
found that this section of reel is incredible rich.,
For example, in one dive of two hours he found 55
of the 80 genera of coral, and within these 55 gen-
era there were 147 species.

It means that this is no ordinary section of reef,
but one which is of considerable biological
importance.

The existence side-by-side of these two differ-
ent eco-systems, tropical rainforest and fringing
reefs is indeed rare: there is only a mere handful of
such places in the world. This is the only place in
Australia. -

Now, after the construction of the road and its
continual bulldozing by Douglas Shire Council
during the wet season. these precious fringing
reefs are in great danger. Already there is evi-
dence that the siltation from the 1934-35 wet’
season is pouring into the reefs.
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A coral reef in a similar position off one of the
southern islands of Japan, died very quickly when
a road was buill adjacent to it and excessive silt
flowed into the sea.

Monitoring stations to be set up by the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority later this
year may simply record the death of the Reef.
Sick coral is apparently very difficult toidentify.

These recls, part of the Great Barrier Reef, arc
on the World Heritage List, and it is the Federal
Government's responsibility to preserve them.

The Democrats remain convinced that the road
through the Daintrec should never have been
built. Not only are the economics of the construc-
tion questionable, but we now find cnvironmental
destruction affecting a rich rainforest area as well
as precious coral reefs.

Further, the road itself seems destined to be
useless and subject to mishap if the experience of
the opening ceremony and its first wet season 15
anything to go by.

An alternative route already exists—the Penin-
sula Development Road or Mulligan Highway. A
proposal for upgrading of this road was submitted
to the Federal Minister for Transporst in
November 1984 by Comalco Alumina Lid.,
Weipa, and the Administrator of the Cook Shire
Council. The submission states that the upgrading
of Lhe Peninsula Development Road will benefit
all the people by aiding the development of indus-
tries, especially Aboriginal Industries, the fishing
industry, tourism, and will allow reduction in
transport costs. Upgrading would also satisfy de-
fence and surveillance requirements. The Cape
Tribulation road can hardly be called a road at all
when it will not be able to take trucks, and is
closed more times than it is open. '

Every purpose that the Cape Tribulation road
was intended for, but cannot meet, can be pro-
vided by an upgraded Peninsula Development
Road. The Democrats call on the Government to
give urgent consideration and support to this
funding request-—but the Federal Government
funding must be given only if there is a cast-iron
guarantee from the Queensland Government that
the Cape Tribulation Road be abandoned and
re-vegetated.

The Daintree region, however, is not the only
threatened area of Queensiand rainforest.

The Daintree is part of a larger region of rain-
forest known as the Wet Tropics of North-East
Queenstand. That entire-area of precious rain-
forest is existing on borrowed time. "

Logging is taking place in core wilderness areas
al Downey Creck. Commercial development is
encrouching at a rapid rate.

The Australian Heritage Commission recog-
nised the importance of the area and com-
missioned in 1984 a report on the international
significance of the wet tropics of North-East
Queensland.
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That report was unequivocal in its praise of the
area. It concluded:

*. . . the wet tropics of North-East
Queensland are of outstanding conservation
significance and more than adequately fulfil the
criteria defined by the World Heritage Conven-
tien for inclusion in the ‘World Heritage List"."”

The Heritage Commission’s report was
certified by four international references. Their
conclusions were equally enthusiastic.

Dr Peter Raven, Missouri Botanical Garden
stated:

“I believe that the report definitely
establishes international heritage significance
for the area.”

Professor P. K. Endress, Zurich Unwers:ty
said:

“There is no question that the tropical rain-
forests of North-East Queensland are the most
important ecosystems with primitive flowering
plants in the world World Heritage
nomination is highly justified.”

Professor R. N. Schuster, University of Mas-
sachusetts wrote:

“The study report establishes the
imperative need for preservation status. If
economic demands eventually necessitate limit-
ing the area given protection, this shouid be
effect only after we know more about the flora
and fauna than is known at present . . |
would argue that the area should be gwen
World Heritage status now

James Thorsell of the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature and Natural Re-
sources concluded:

“The report is the most detailed evaluation
of any prospective World Heritage potential
nomination that has been completed for any
property.”’

This euphoric worldwide praise has not per-
suaded this Labor Government to place the fate
of a unique area of the world’s environment over
and above its own political fortunes.

This Labour Gevernment has done its utmost
to do nothing to save Daintree. It has, 1 regret 1o
say, succeeded admirably.

The Government proposed to nominate the
North-East Queensland rainforests for the World
Heritage List only with the agreement of the
Queensland Government.

At the same time, this Government has openly
admitted that the Queensland Government has
no intention of assisting the nomination of any of
its unique environment to the World Heritage
List.

The Queensland Government has rejected any
co-operation in putting the rainforests on the
World Heritage List and turned down the Federal
Government’s 31 million management plan,
These outright rejections were contained in a let-
ter from the Queensland Premier on 25 Sep-
tember 1984,

These rejections, which further condemn the
North-East Queensland rainforests, have not
moved the Labor Government into action. It still
remains idle while the environment is denuded.

Further, not only have we witnessed an extra-
ordinary public performance by this Government
to justify their inaction, we are now beginning 10

Queensland Rainforesis Conservation Bill

see evidence of collusion between the Minister for
Home Affairs and Environment and the
Queensland Government. In a Home Affairs and
Environment Minute, released under the Free-
dom of Information Act, *(Federal Governmient
Officers) indicated that there had been no fisdia
coverage outside Northern Queensland, as far as
we knew, of the drug issue, nor of the strong loeil
and Aboriginal support f'or the road. Mr Tenfii
agreed to give this matter attention and the Minis-
ter (Mr Cohen) offered to provide him with the
names of journalists who might be interested in
investigating the other side of the debate, particu-
larly the drug issue™. It.-would seem that this
agreement between Mr Cohen and Mr Tennie
had some results when one reads, in the months
following the meeting, numerous reports in the
southern newspapers of “the drug issue™ in the
Daintree region. And apparently this is not even
the full story as there were four sentences deleted
from the Minute. The public needs to know ‘the
full content of that deparimental Minute so we
can ascertain the extent to which the Federal
Government has entered into an “unholy”
liance with the Queensland Government over thc
Daintree,

The Democrats believe the Federal Govern-
ment can and must intervene to protect North-
East Queensland Rainforests. Under the World
Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983 the
Government could proclaim the area to be part of
Australia’s natural heritage. The Government is
able to do that because the “outstanding universal
value™ of the area is now beyond question. Such a
proclamation would be clearly open to legal chal-
lenge. That, however, is not an issue to be deter-
mined by politicians but by the courts. The
Government’s failure to use its legal powers in its
own legislation in accord with its advice from the
Heritage Commission is reprehensible.

The rainforests of North-East Queensland have
to be saved. The Democrats’ Bill aims to do that
until the areu is nominated for the World Heritage
List.

The Democrats’ Bill is an interim protection
measure designed to overcome the Government's
failure to act. The protection is afforded by the
High Court or Federal Court issuing declarations
of “natural heritage” status following an appli-
cation by an interested person. At the same time
(orafter) an area is declared as “‘natural heritage”
the High Court or Federal Court may grant an in-
junction restricting the doing of a specified act
that would prejudice Australia’s duty unpder
Article 4 of the Convention.



Queensland Rainforests Conservation Bill

The World Heritage Convention imposes a
number of obligations on signatories. Australia is
asignatory. .

Under Article 4 we have an obligation to ensure
the identification, protection, conservation, pres-
entation and transmission to future generations of
the cultural and natural heritage. Each nation will
do all it can to this end, to the utmost of its own
resources.

The Government’s refusal to act in accordance
with this obligation deserves vigorous
condemnation.

It should be stressed that the obligation con-
tained in Article 4 is not limited to properties in-
cluded on the World Heritage List. Article 12
makes that clear.

In this Bill the Minister for Home Affairs and
Environment is required to nominate the Wet
Tropics of North-East Queensland for inclusion
in the World Heritage List after receiving a report
from the Australian Heritage Commission with
material for the detailed nomination. The Minis-
ter is required to do this without delay.

The protection offered by this Bill—the court
declarations and injunctions—cease as soon as the
nomination for the wet tropics of North-East
Queensland is undertaken. Once that nomination
is underway the Government’s World Heritage
Properties Conservation Act 1983 offers
protection.

The Wet Tropics of North-East Queensland
are, as Mr Cohen has said, “a complex mosaic of
" national parks, state forests, timber reserves,
vacant crown land, freehold and leasehold land™.
It also contains an Aboriginal reserve.

The Democrals recognise these problems. Un-
like the Government, we are prepared to work
out these problems.

The Democrats’ Bill is a measure providing
temporary protection. That protection is pro-
vided to National Parks, State Forests, Timber re-
serves and the Aboriginal and Island Reserve all
of which are listed in Appendix ! of the June 1984
*‘Report of the Society’. These areas are aiready
delineated and gazetted.

Private land is not covered. It is the task of the
Australian Heritage Commission to determine the
detailed boundaries of the area, including private
land. Appropriate compensation would have 1o
be worked out.

Any destruction of the rainforest environment
from now on in will be the sole responsibility of
the Federal Government.
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They have attempted to get the Queensland
Government to co-operate bui that has failed.
They now have 1o take the initiative and act uc-
cording to their respon_slblhues to secure this area
for future generations.

Fifty acres of the world's rainforests disappear
every minute. Qver onec year that is an area
equivalent o the size of Switzerland.

Scientists have yet 10 classify many species of
Jife that are in the rainforests. It is estimated that
the loss of rainforests will make extinct between

" 250,000 and 1.25 million different specucs by the

year 2000.

This loss of geneuc diversity means that many
unknown life forms could dlsappear before their
value is understood,

Rainforests havé provided substances that have
saved human life. In 1960, a child suffering from
leukemia had only a one in five chance of re-
mission. Today, thanks to 2 drug developed from
tropical plants, that child has e four in five chance
of avoiding leukemia: About helf. of all modern
medicine is derived froam plants. -

In the 200 years since European settlement
white Australians have destroyed 75 per cent of
this country’s rainforests. Rainforests now cover
only 0.25 per cent of Australia’s land mass. This
minute area could be grouped into a circle of
70 km in diameter.

Australian rainforests contain at least half of all
Australia’s flora and fauna. They are believed to
be the cradie for the world’s flowering plants

" which evolved betwaen 65 and.130 million years

ago.

The environment must be preserved for this
and future generations. While we inherit the earth
from our parents we merely borrow it from our
children. We have 1o recognise that the natural
environment is a finite resource capable of beirig
destroyed by careless and greedy policies.

Australia has a unique natural heritage. We
must recognise that it is priceless and work more
rapidly to protect those areas under threat.

Daintree and the North-Eést Queensland rain-
forests are priceless world heritage. They are
under threat now. This Bill will protect them. |
urge all Senators to support this Bill.

Debate (on motion by Senator Robertson)

adjourned.

-



484 SENATE 30 March )983 Quesiions Withow, Nuotice

Senator MACKLIN—My'qucstion is directed
to the Minister representing the Minister for Arts,
Heritage and Environment. It concerns a mecting
on 19 June last year beiween Mz Cohen, the Fed-
cral Minister for the Environment and hig
Queenstand coumterpart, Mr Tenni, coni:crning
the proposed road from Cape Tribulation to
Bloomfield. By making an offer 1o provide Mr
Tenni with the names of journalists who might be
interested in invcsligaling the drug issue, as he did
in the record of that meeting, is Mr Cohen saying
that there is no difference between the Common-
wealth’s position and that of the Queensland
Government? For cxample, does the Minister be.
lieve that there is a white slave trade and girls for
drug racket operating oul of the tropical rain-
forest arca or does the Minister believe that Mr
Tenni has perhaps been (o L6o many perform-
ances of Pirates of Penzance playing to packed
houses in Queensland or read too many Mills and
Boon novels?

Senator RYAN—The Minister for Arts, Heri.
lage and Environment, Mr Cohen, has made the
Government's view on the proposed road from
Cape Tribulation 10 Bloomfield clearly and con-
sistently, The Government believes that the road
should not have been built. However, the re.
sponsibility for the road lies both legally and con-
stitutionally with the Queensland Governmen:
#nd the Douglas Shire Council, The Prime Minis-
ter has made it clear that the Commonwealih
Government will not act unilaterally when deai-
ing with a sovereign State.

CAPE TRIBULATION \

With regard 10 Mr Tenni’s specific allegations
of white slave trade and girls for drug racket oper-
ations in the Cape Tribulation area, Mr Cohen
has already stated that the drug episode during hig
mecling was like sitting through a James Bond
movie. Mr Cohen made it clear al his meeting
with Mr Tenni on 19 June that he still wanted 1o
explore ways of saving rainforesis throughout ,
Australiz, particularly those in Queenstand. My
Cohen believes that such bodics as the working
Party on rainforesis that he established |as year, .
which includes representatives from (he
Queensland Government, conservation groups
and wood indusiry employers and employees, will
enable a solution (o he lound (0 this problem,

Senator Macklin would be awire that the texg
of the record of (he mecting on 19 June lag( ycar
between Mr Cohen and the Queensland Minister
{or Environment, Mr Tenni is now on public
record following freedom ol information requests.
If Senator Macklin really wanis unother copy of
that text, I am sure that Mr Cohen's office will he
able to satisly him,
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Senator MACKLIN—My_qucslion is directed
to the Minister representing the Minister for Arts,
Heritage and Environment, It concerns a meeting
on 19 June last year between Mr Cohen, the Fed-
¢ral Minister for the Environment and his
Queensland counterpart, Mr Tenni, concerning
the proposed road from Cape Tribulation (o
Bloomficid. By making an offer 1o provide Mr
Tenni with the names of journalists who might be
interested in investigating the drug issue, as he did
in the record of that meeting, is Mr Cohen saying
that there is no difference between the Common-
wealth's position and (hat of the Queensland
Government? For cxampie, does the Minister be-
licve that there is a white slave tradc and girls for
drug racket opcrating out of the tropical rain-
forest area or does the Minister belicve that Mr
Tenni has perhaps been to Loo many perform-
ances of Pirates of Penzance playing 10 packed
houses in Queensland or read too many Mills and
Boon novels?

Senator RYAN—The Minister for Aris, Heri-
lage and Environment, Mr Cohen, has made the
Government's view on the proposed road from
Cape Tribulation 0 Bloomfield clearly and ‘con-
sistently. The Government believes that the road
should not have been built. However, the re-
sponsibility for the road lics both legally and con-
stitutionally with the Queensland Government
and the Douglas Shire Council. The Prime Minis-
ter has made it clear that the Commonwealth
Government will not act unilaterally when deal-
ing witha sovereign Slate.

CAPE TRIBULATION \

With regard 1o Mr Tenni’s specific allegations
of white slave trade and girls for drug racket oper-
ations in the Cape Tribulation area, Mr Cohen
has already stated that the drug episode during his
meeling was like sitting through a James Bond
movie. Mr Cohen made it clear a his meeting
with Mr Tenni on 19 June that he still wanied 1
explore ways of saving rainforests throughou - "
Australia, particularly thase in Qucensland. M
Cohen believes that such bodies as the working
Parly on rainforests that he established jasy year, .
which includes representatives from (he
Queensland Government, conservation groups
and wood industry employers and employees, will
enable a solution to he found 16 Lhijs problem,.

Senator Macklin would be aware that the tex
of the record of the meeting on 19 dune lugt yeur
between Mr Cohen and the Queensland Minister
for Environment, My Tenni is now on public
record following freedom of information requests,
If Senator Macklin really wants another copy of
that text, | am sure thit Mr Cohen's affice will he
able (o sutisfy him,



Queensland Rainforests Conservation Bill

Secoad Reading

Senator MACKLIN (Queensland) {4.46)—by
leave—I move:

That the Bill be now read a second time.

I seek leave, Mr Deputy President, 10 incorporate
-the second reading speech in Hansard.

Leave granted.
The speech read as follows—
In November 1983 the Queenstand Cabinet

give the Douglas Shire Council $100,000 to siart |

building a 33-kilometre track between Cape
Tribulation and Bloomfield River. After just one
inch of rain, the ensuing quagmire turned the
opening ceremony of the Daintree Road into an
event of farce and danger and demonstrated that
the road’s construction was a political exercise.

Like the proposal to dam the Franklin River,
the road through the Daintree Rainforest is an act
of wilful environmental vandalism which the Aus-

tralian Democrats totally oppose. The economic .

arguments in support of the road are dubious,
while the environmental value of the area js be-
yond reproach.

The Daintree region is a wnique area of rain-
forest, Rainforest contains at least 50 per cent of
the world’s animal and plant species.

Daintree is a unique area of this unique re-
source. It is the largest area of coastal rainforest
and the fargest contiguous area of virgin rainforest
in Australia. It is home to 13 of the 19 most primi-
tive flowering plants on the planet, 67 per cent of
Australia’s butterflies, 60 per cent of our Bats, 30

per cent of out reptiles, and eleven thousand
species of plants,

The area surrounding the Daintree Road is
already national park and is listed on the register
of the National Estate because of its significance.

The environmental damage dore to the Dain-
trec and its natural inhabitants by the construc-
tion of the road has now extended to the rare
fringing coral reefs of the Great Barrier Reef.

Recently the first significant scientific study of
the coral communities of the fringe reefs off the
Daintree coast was undertaken by Dr John Veron
of the Australian Institute of Marine Science. He
found that this section of reef is incredible rich.
For example, in one dive of two hours he found 55
of the 80 genera of coral, and within these 55 gen-
cra there were 147 species.

[t means that this is no ordinary section of reef,
but one which is of considerable biological
importance.

The existence side-by-side of these two differ-
ent eco-systems, tropical rainforest and fringing
reels is indeed rare: there is only a mere handful of
such places in the world. This is the only place in
Australia,

Now, after the construction of the road and its
continual bulldozing by Douglas Shire Council
during the wet season, these precious fringing

" reefs are in greal danger. Already there is evi-

dence that the siltation from the 1984-85 wet
season is pouring into the reefs.
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A coral reef in a similar position off one of the
southern islands of Sapan, died very quickly w[wn
a road was built adjacent to it and excessive silt
flowed into the sea.

Monitoring stations to be set up by the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority later. this
year may simply record the death of the Reef.
Sick coral is apparently very difficult to identify.

These reefls, part of the Great Barrier Reef; are
on the World Heritage List, and it is the Federal
Government's responsibility to preserve them,

The Democrats remain convinced that the road
through the Daintree should never have been
built. Not only are the economics of the construc-
tion questionable, but we now find cnvironmengal
destruction affecting a rich rainforest area as well
as precious coral reefs. , b

Further, the road itself seems destined to be
useless and subject 1o mishap if the experience of
the opening ceremony and its first wet season -is
anything to go by. ',

An alternative route already exists—the Penin-
sula Development Road or Mulligan Highway. A

proposal for upgrading of this road was submitted
to the Federal Minister for Transport in
November 1984 by Comalco Alumina Ltd.,
Weipa, and the Administrator of the Cook Sh_ire
Council. The submission states that the upgrading
of the Peninsula Development Road will benefit
all the people by aiding the development of indus-
trics, especially Aboriginal Industries, the fishing
jindustry, tourism, and will allow reduction in
transporl costs. Upgrading would also satisfy de-
fence and surveillance requirements. The Cape
Tribulation road can hardly be called a road at all
when it will not be able 10 take trucks, and is
closed more times than it is open.

Every purpose that the Cape Tribulation road
was intended for, but cannot meet, can be pro-
vided by an upgraded Peninsula Development
Road. The Democrats call on the Government to
give urgent consideration and support to this
funding request—but the Federal Governn'_lcm
funding must be given only if there is a cast-iron
guarantee from the Queensiand Government that
the Cape Tribulation Road be abandoned and
re-vegelated. ’ '

The Daintree region, however, is not the only
threatened area of Queensland rainforest.

L . .
The Daintree is part of a larger region of rain-
forest known as the Wet Tropics of N.(Jrlh-E:.:LSI
Queensland, That entire area of precious rain-

- forest is existing on borrowed time.

Logging is taking place in core wilderness areas
at Downey Creek. Commercial dcvelopmgnl 1
encroaching at a rapid rate.

The Australian Heritage Commission recog-
nised the importance of the ares and com-
missioned in 1984 a report on the internationat
significance of the wet tropics of North-East
Queensland.
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That report was unequivocal in its praise of the
arex. It concluded:

3

the wet tropics of North-East
Queensland are of outstanding conservation
significance and more than adequately fulfil the
criteria defined by the World Heritage Conven-
tion for inclusion in the *World Heritage List™.”

The Heritage Commission's report was
certified by four international references. Their
conclusions were equally enthusiastic.

Dr Peter Raven, Missouri Botanical Garden
stated: .

“l believe that the report definitely
establishes international heritage significance
forthe area.”

Professor P. K. Endress, Zurich Umversuy
said:

“There is no question that the tropical rain-
forests of North-East Queensland are the most
important ecosystems with primitive flowering
plants in the world World Heritage
nomination is highly justified.”

Professor R. N. Schuster, University of Mas-
sachusetts wrote:

*“The study report establishes the
imperative need for preservation status. If
economic demands eventually necessitate limit-
ing the area given protection, this should be
effect only after we know more about the flora
and fauna than is known at present . . . 1
would argue that the area should be given
World Heritage status now

James Thorsell of the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature and Natural Re-
sources concluded:

“The report is the most detailed evaluation
of any prospective World Heritage potential
nomination that has been completed for any
property.” .

This euphoric worldwide praise has not per-
suaded this Labor Government to place the fate
of a unique area of the world's environment over
and above its own political fortunes.

This Labour Government has done its utmost

to do nothing to save Daintree. It has, | regret to
say, succeeded admirably,

The Governmeni proposed Lo nominate the
North-East Queensland rainforests for the World
Heritage List only with the agreement of the
Queenstand Government.

At the same time, this Government has openly
admitted that the Queensland Government has
no intention of assisting the nomination of any of
its unique environment 1o the World Heritage
List.

The Queensland Government has rejected any
co-operation in putting the rainforests on the
World Heritage List and turned down the Federal
Government’s 31 million management plan.
These outright rejections were contained in a let-
ter from the Queensland Premier on 25 Sep-
tember 1984.

These rejections, which further condemn the
North-East Queensland rainforests, have not
moved the Labor Government into action. It still
remains idle while the environment is denuded.

Further, not only have we witnessed an extra-
ordinary public performance by this Government
10 justify their inaction, we are now beginning to

Queensland Rainforests Conservation Bill "

see evidence of collusion between the Minister for
Home Affairs and Environment and the
Queensland Government. In a Home Affairs and
Environment Minute, released under the Free-
dom of Information Act, **(Federal Government
Officers) indicated that there had been no media
coverage outside Northern Queensland, as far as
we knew, of the drug issue, nor of the strong locat
and Abongmal support for the road. Mr- Tenni
agreed to give this matter attention and the Minis-
ter (Mr Cohen) offered to provide him with the
names of journalists who might be interested in
investigating the other side of the debate, particu-
larly the drug issue”. It.would secem that this
agreement between Mr Cohen and Mr Tennie
had some results when ane reads, in the months
following the meeting, numerous reports in the
southern newspapers of “the drug issue” in the
Daintree region. And apparently this is not even
the full story as there were four sentences deleted
from the Minute. The public needs 1o know ‘the
fult content of that departmental Minute so we
can ascertain the exient to which the Federai
Government has entered into an “unholy™ al-
liance with the Queensland Government over the
Daintree.

The Democrats believe the Federal Govern-
ment can and must intervene Lo protect North-
East Queensland Rainforests. Under the World
Heritage Properties Conservation Act 1983 the
Government could proclaim the area to be part of
Australia’s natural heritage. The Government is
able to do that because the “outstanding universal
value™ of the area is now beyond question. Such a
proclamation would be clearly open to legat chal-
lenge. That, however, is not an issue to be deter-
mined by politicians but by the courts. The
Government’s failure to use its legal powers in its
own legislation in accord with its advice from the
Heritage Commission is reprehensible,

The rainforests of North-East Queensland have
to be saved. The Democrats’ Bill aims to do that
until the area is nominated for the Warld Heritage
List.

The Democrats’ Bill is an interim protection
measure designed to overcome the Government's
failure to act. The protection is afforded by the
High Court or Federat Court issuing dectarations
of “natural heritage” status following an appli-
cation by an interested person. At the same time
(or after) an area is deciared as *‘natural heritage™
the High Court or Federal Court may grant an in-
Junction restricting the doing of a specified act
that would prejudice Australia’s duty under
Article 4 of the Convention.



Queensiand Rainforesis Conservation Bill

The World Heritage Convention imposes a
number of obligations on signatories. Australia is

a signatory.
Under Article 4 we have an obligation to ensure

the identification, protection, conservation, pres-

entation and transmission to future generations of
the cultural and natural heritage. Each nation will
do all it can to this end, to the utmost of its own
resources,

_ The Government’s refusal to act in accordance
with this obligation descrves vigorous
condemnation.

It should be stressed that the obligation con-
tained in Article 4 is not limited to properties in-
cluded on the World Heritage List. Article 12
makes that clear.

In this Bill the Minister for Home Affairs and
Environment is required 1o nominate the Wet
Tropics of North-East Queensland for inclusion
in the World Heritage List after receiving a report
from the Australian Heritage Commission with
material for the detailed nomination. The Minis-
ter is required to do this without delay.

The protection offered by this Bill—the court
declarations and injunctions—cease as soon as the
nomination for the wet tropics of North-East
Queenstand is undertaken. Once that nomination
is underway the Government's World Heritage
Properties Conservation Act 1983 offers
protection,

The Wet Tropics of North-East Queensland
are, as Mr Cohen has said, “a complex mosaic of
national parks, state forests, timber reserves,
vacant crown land, freehold and leasehold land™
11 also contains an Aboriginal reserve.

The Democrats recognise these problems. Un-
like the Government, we are prepared to work
out these probtems.

The Democrats' Bill is a measure providing
temporary protection. That protection is pro-
vided to National Parks, State Forests, Timber re-
serves and the Aboriginal and Island Reserve all
of which are listed in Appendix 1 of the June 1984
‘Report of the Society'. These areas are already
delineated and gazetted.

Private land is not covered. [t is the task of the
Australian Heritage Commission to determine the
detailed boundaries of the area, including private
land. Appropriate compensation would have to
be worked out,

Any destruction of the rainforest environment
from now on in will be the sole responsibility of
the Federal Governnient.

-
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They have attempted to get the Queensland
Government ta co-operate but that has failed.
They now have to take the initiative and act ac-
cording to their responsibilities to secure this area
for future generations.

Fifty acres of the world’s rainforests disappear
every minute. Over one year that is an area
equivalent to the size of Switzerland.

Scientists have yet to classify many species of
life that are in the rainforests. It is estimated that
the loss of rainforests will make extinct between
250,000 and 1.25 million different species by the
year 2000.

This loss of genetic diversity means that many
unknown life forms could disappear before their
value is understoed. .

Rainforests have provided substances that have
saved human life. In 1960, a child suffering from
leukemia had only a one in five chance of re-
mission. Today, thanks to a drug developed from
tropical plants, that child hasa four in five chance
of avoiding leukemia. About haif of all modern
medicine is derived from plants.

In the 200 years since European settlement
white Australians have destroyed 75 per cent of
this country's rainforests,-Rainforesis now cover
only 0.25 per cent of Australia’s land mass. This
minule area could be grouped into a circle of
70 km in diaineter.

Australian rainforests contain at least half of ali
Australia's flora and fauna. They are believed to
be the cradle for the world’s flowering plants
which evolved between 65 and 130 million years
ago.

The environment must be preserved for this
and future generations. While we inherit the earth
from our parents we merely borrow it from our
children. We have to recognise that the natural
environment is a finite resource capable of being
destroyed by careless and greedy policies.

Australia has a unique natural heritage. We
must recognise that it is pricetess and wark more
rapidly to protect those areas under threat.

Daintree and the North-East Queensland rain-
forests are priceless world heritage. They are
under threat now. This Bill will protect them. |
urge all Senators to support this Bill.. ’

Debate {on motion by Senator Robertson)
adjourned. .
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RE: DAINTREE

TELEX SENT TO THE HON. R. J. HAWKE, PRIME MINISTER (61616 PRIMIN)

FURTHER TQO MY LETTER OF 20 MARCH 1985 RE YOUR GOVERNMENT'S
INACTION ON MAJOR CONSERVATION ISSUES I URGE YOU TO SEEK

PROMPT REPORT FROM ENVIRONMENT MINISTER ON WHAT ACTION HE
RECOMMENDS TO DEAL WITH THE DAINTREE RAINFOREST CRISIS. CAPE
TRIBULATION ROAD IS THREATENING BOTH THE RAINFOREST AND REEF.
ACF HAS PROVIDED A COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE OF MEASURES TO MR.
COHEN (SEE SUBMISSION OF 5 MARCH 1985) TO AVERT DISASTER
INCLUDING EXPENDITURE ON MULLIGAN HIGHWAY TRANSPORT ALTERNATIVE.
CONFIDENCE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PERFORMANCE IN ENVIRONMENT
FIELD IS NOW APPROACHING CRUCIAL STAGE AND URGENT ACTION IS

IMPERATIVE.

J. G. MOSLEY
DIRECTOR
AUSTRALITAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

4.4.85
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news release

gg;so«'&USTRALIAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
6728 Glenferrie Road

Atetn., ML Wire Hawthorn Victoria CF
1960 Australia 3122
Distribution: AUS NSWM VICM QLDM QLDR SA wg‘ePhone (03) 8192888A

Media Release from Australian Conservation Foundation

CONSERVATION CHALLENGE T(Q HAWKE

The Australian Conservation Foundation has asked the Prime Minister what
his Government is going to do about the Daintree situation.

The Foundation was responding to statements by the Minister for Arts, Heritage
and Environment, Mr. Barry Cohen, who said that the Commonwealth had not
intervened to save the Daintree rainforest from the Cape Tribulation road
threat because of fears that the ALP would lose seats at the recent federal
election.

The Foundation's Director, Dr. Geoff Mosley, said the key question was "what
is the Government going to do now?" He said he had asked the Prime Minister
to seek an urgent report from Mr. Cohen on what action he recommended to
overcome the disaster.

Dr. Mosley said the two fundamental aspects of the whole affair were first
that the Daintree rainforest had been identified by the Government as part
of the world heritage in Australia and second that the Commonwealth had a
responsibility to conserve the area.

He said that Mr. Cohen could no longer use the federal election as an excuse
for inaction. The Government now had 2% to 3 years to do something.

Dr. Mosley said that the Age in an editorial had said that Mr. Cohen would
be more aptly titled Minister for Roads - such a remark suggested that there
was a growing crisis of confidence in the Minister's capacity or willingness
to carry out his tasks.

Dr. Mosley said the Commonwealth would have to do better than it did at
yesterday's Great Barrier Reef Ministerial Council meeting when the subject of
the effect of silt from the Daintree road on the Reef was not even on the
agenda for discussion.

Dr. Mosley said there were obvious solutions to the Daintree crisis. The.

main need was for the Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield road to be closed and

for rehabilitation work to start. At the same time the Commonwealth should
announce that it would upgrade the Mulligan Highway which was the obvious.
transport alternative. He said the Foundation had presented the Minister with

a comprehensive set of proposals - the question was whether the Hawke Government
in general and Barry Cohen in particular had the will to implement them.

For further information please contact Dr. G. Mosley (03) 819 2888(bh) or
(03) 850 7370(ah).




Australlan Conservatlon Foundation P.QO. Box 1875
) Canberra City 2601 A‘ F
Canberra Office Phone: (062) 473013

7th March, 1985.

Dear Friends,

I enclose a copy of a package I have put together as suggestions
to the Minister, Barry Cohen, and the Department of Arts, Heritage and
Environment on action they might take in conjunction with attempting to have
the Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield road closed.

I must express my thanks to Margaretann Stannafd, Rosemary Hill and
the Wildermess Action Group for their assistance.

The package should not be interpreted as moving away from our
desire for protection of the whole wet tropics. At the same time we are
consulting with John Sinclair and Aila Keto about the report from the
Rainforest Working Party due to be completed now in April. As well, we
welcome the rainforest resort proposal being developed and publicised by the
Innesfail Branch of the Wildlife Protection Society. They are to be
congratulated on an excellent initiative for Downey Creek.

Thig is an attempt to make progress in one area (i.e. closure of
the road) where I perceive the political environment may be opportune.

Factors why the Government might be persuaded to act now.

1. I saw the Minister with Dr. John Veron, a foremost expert on
Australian corals on Tuesday, 5th March and Mr. Cohen appeared to accept the fact
that the Reef was in danger. He invited Dr. Veron to show him the Reef and
the area when the Minister is in far north Queensland in April.

2. Comalco and Cook Shire have put a proposal to the Commonwealth
Department of Transport for the upgrading of the Peninsula Development Road.

3. Douglas Shire elections on 30th March may change the makeup of
the Council, although unfortunately not the balance of power. There are a
number of our local sympathisers standing.

4. There is increasing discontent in Douglas Shire at the
allocation of resources to the road during the wet at the expense of other
essential roadworks.

S. Re-election of John Gaylor means his seat is now secure for
another 3 years.




ACTION

Maximum pressure needs to be exerted on the Minister stressing that we
expect him to take action to protect the Reef,

A letterwriting campaign throughout March and early April organised by all
groups on this angle would be very helpful to us here in Canberra.

Points to stress are:-

(a) The Great Barrier Reef is a World Heritage property which the
Commonwealth is obliged to protect.

{b) Monitoring stations to be set up by the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority later this year may simply record the death of the Reef. Sick
coral is very difficult to identify. Action is required now.

(¢) Continual bulldozing by Douglas Shire to try and keep the road open
throughout the wet is exacerbating the situation.

(d) There appear to bg no studies in Australia on effects of this type
of siltation on coral or knowledge on the length of time it will take for the
Reef to die. However a coral reef in a similar position off one of the
southern islands of Japan, died over an approximate two year period.when a road
was built adjacent to it.

(e) Coral reefs are not normally found next to rainforest. This occurs in
only a few places throughout the world. This is the only place in Australia.

(f) This reef is particularly rich with an enormous diversity of species.
In one dive Dr. Veron was able to find 55 of the 80 genera of coral.

Once again the environment movement is seeing its sad predictions were
correct, - This time on the threat to the Reef. But, neither we, nor the
scientific community, realised that this section of Reef was so valuable.

I urge you and your group to take action on this matter for the sake of both
the Reef and the rainforest.
Yours sincerely

Assistant National Liaison Qfficer




Ausirallan Conservatlon Foundation

P.O. Box 1875
Canberra City 2601 A
Canberra Qtfice Phone: {062) 473013

Submission to

the Hon. Barry Cohen, Minister for Arcs, Heritage and the Environment

on

the closure of the Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield Road
from

the Australian Conservation Foundation.

5th March, 1985.
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20 March, 1985 '

Australian
Conservatlon
Foundation
The Hon. R. J. Hawke, 6728 Gienlerrie Road
Prime Minister, Hawlhorn Victoria
Parliament House, Australia 3122
Canberra, ACT, 2600 Telephone (03)819 2888

International + 613819 288€

Dear Mr. Hawke,

I am writing at the request of the Council of the Australian
Conservation Foundation about the Foundation's deep concern with
the performance of your Government in relation to a number of
aspects of environmental conservation.

With regard to the Government's response to its world heritage
responsibilities the Foundation's Council passed the following
resolutions:

"That the ACF protest to the Prime Minister over
allowing the Queensland Government to in effect veto
any further World Heritage listing in Queensland
including the .Great Sandy Region, and the Wet Tropics
and calls on the Government to allow these nominations
to proceed on their merits with or without the support
of the Queensland Government."

"That the Director write to the Prime Minister expressing
the ACF's deep concern with his Government's attitude to:

1) the identification of prospctive World Heritage
sites;

11} the recommendation of such sites, and

i11) the management of World Heritage sites,

One example of this attitude was evidenced in a telegranm

from the Minister's (Arts, Heritage and Environment)

Private Secretary, Mr. Conway, to the Secretary of the

Cairns Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society of

Queensland, of 17 February, 1985. A copy of the telegram -is attached.

The ACF seeks the Prime Minister's assurance that the
Government will exercise its obligation under the World
Heritage Convention, not withstanding unacceptable
attempts by some State Governments to veto World Heritage
nomination and/or effective management, and thatr it will
honour the policy of the ALP as determined at its last
National Conference."

-y




wrhat the matter of the delays in including "Gimbat" and
nGoodparla’ in Stage ILI of the Kakadu National Park
should be an additional matter raised with the Prime
Minister over the dissatisfaction of the administration
of World Heritage and potential World Heritage sites.”

L g LR AT e

i

wThat ACF believes the management authority for South- 1
West Tasmania should -

be a joint Commonwealth/Tasmanian independent
statutory authority;

a)

b} be responsible for the management of the Western
' Tasmania Area listed on the National Estate;

fn view of the serious deficiencies in the Federal
Government's proposed management authority ACF supports
the boycott by conservation groups of participation in ic."

tn addition Council asked me to request the reactivation of federal
programmes which provide for land acquisition for national parks and
vildlife conservation. The following resolution was passed on this

pu‘nt:

"That the ACF express its concern to the Prime Minister of
his Government's failure to provide meaningful funding to
the States GCrants (Nature Conservation) Act particularly
when there are so many pressing needs for such funds around
Australia."”

The Foundation 1s also dissatisfied with other aspects of the Government's
performance in the conservation and environmental field. For instance, )
Section 10 B 2 of the ALP Platform approved by the 36th National
vonlerence, Canberra, 1984, states that the ALP will review and amend

the Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974-75. We under-
stand that Cabinet has not agreed to the recent proposals submitted by

the responsible Minister.

%o also understand that one of the specific matters which resulted in

Cabinet sending back the proposals for revision was the proposal that the
Act be amended to give the Minister for Environment the discretion to k
trigger the environmental impact assessment process, and yet this is a N
*pecific provision in the platform (10 B 2 b).

:‘ believe the situation indicated by these varius resolutions suggested
‘RE:““ing loss of confidence by the Foundation in your Govermment's
“"viranmental administration. I further believe it would be helpful if
* “ould discuss these problems with you in person in the near future.

LT . .
EAYE Y] Sincerely,




Recommendation 22 (formerly 16/53)

WORLD HERITAGE LISTING OF OUTSTANDING TROPICAL
RAINFOREST IN QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

FULLY CONSCIOUS that it is an objective of IUCN to promote the expansion and
protection of protected areas; .

BEING AWARE that an indicative inventory of natural sites of World Heritage
quality was published in The World's Greatest Natural Areas)

RECOGNISING that the Wet Tropics Region of north Queensland is a tropical
rainforest area which is included in The World's Greatest Natural Areas and
that there are proposals to expand the national parks system in the Regiony

FURTHER RECOGNISING that the rainforest of the Wet Tropics Region of
north-east Queensland contains an outstanding concentration of endemic species
and primitive flowering plants which are relics of ancient and unigque flora
and faunaj

SERTOUSLY CONCERNED about any threats to the rainforests which are highly
fragile communities;

The General Assembly of IUCH, at its l6th Session in Madrid, Spain, 5-14
November 1984:

CALLS UPON the Federal Government of Australia and the Government of
Queensland to take all steps available to them to protect the area, expand the
parks and overcome current difficulties affecting agreement tc nominate the
area for inscription on the World Heritage List.

01841
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

19 MAR 1985

Mrs N. radcliffe

Secretary to the Director

Australian Consexvation Foundation CohAR 10
6728 Glenferrie Road ANCEE
HAWTHORN VIC 3122

Dear Mrs radcliffe

Thank you for your letter of 5 February 1985 addressed
to Mr Bowen's Secretary on behalf of the pirector of the
Australian Conservation Foundation inguiring after the
Queensland premier's response to the Prime Minister's
letter to him of 12 September 1984 concerning the wet
tropical rainforests of Northern Queensland.

1 have been asked to let you know that the Queensland
premier could see no need for Ministerial-level
discussions on the subject. As a result a further
letter proposing officer-level discussions, has been
sent to the premier and a response is being awaited. In
the meantimey Queensland is participating in the working
Group on rRainforest Conservation.

The Working Group is expected to make its final report
to the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment in
May of this year. The views of relevant State
Governments will then be sought on the Working Group
report, which will also be made available forx public
comment.

yours sincerely

)/‘7944»%/"\——"
j.v.#Townsend '
Senior Private Secretary

Z/dt b |
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PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

-2 NOV 1984

Dr J.G. Mosley
Director
Australian Conservation Foundatio
672B Glenferrie Road

HAWTHORN VIC 3122

Dear Dr Mosley 21 0CT 1984

Thank you for your letter of 13 September 1984 to the
Prime Minister concerning the Daintree Rainforest Area.

As you are aware the Government currently has under
consideration the Australian Heritage Commission report
on the wet tropical rainforests of North Queensland, but
has emphasised that it will not be taking unilateral
action to nominate the Daintree Rainforest Area for
World Heritage Listing.

The Prime Minister has suggested to the Queensland
Premier that discussions take place between the two
Governments at Ministerial level with a view to
determining ways of achieving long-term protection of
the area. Commonwealth financial assistance has also
been offered for a land resources survey of the region
and the development of a management plan for the
Daintrxee Rainforest Area. The Queensland Premier
however has rejected these proposals maintaining that
the control and management of the area is a State
responsibility.

A further approach has been made to the Premier .
emphdsising the national importance of the issue and the ||
urgent need to begin discussions. '

Yours sincerely

1
Lionef;ggzggiiibgﬂif7

Minister Assisting the Prime Minister
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3 September 1984

“The .Right Honourable R.J. Hawke, M.P.

Prime Minister
Parliament House
CANBERRA - A.C.T. 2600 °
- <

.
Dear Prime Minister,

The Federal Govermnment's Power to Intervene in the Daintree
Rainforest Dispute

The Council of the National Environmental Law Association, at its recent
Annual General Meeting in Adelaide, resolved to make a submission to your
Government in relation to certain legal aspects of the current

‘Daintree Rainforest dispute.

. b

The:Executive Committee of the Association has now examined the legal
issues involved and has come to the view that the Federal Government has
the power to intervene under the World Heritage Properties Conservation
Act ‘1983 ("the Act").
.::‘.C;J PRI
Insthe Association's view, the World Heritage Act can be invoked whether
orunot the property has been listed on the World Heritage List
established under the World Heritage Convention.
We ‘note that section 6(b) requires that the protection or conservation
of .the property by Australia must be a matter of international
obligation, whether by reason of the convention or otherwise. It could

‘beargued that if the property has been identified as of cutstanding

universal value, it follows that the protection for conservation of it
istthen automatically a matter of international obligation. This
obligation is strengthened by the duties and obligations specifically
imposed upon member countries under Article 4, 5 and 12 of the
Convention.
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Section 6(d) defines the basis for a proclamation whether protection or

" conservation of the property by Australia is a matter of international

concern (whether or not it is also that of domestic concern) if failure
tovtake action would be likely to prejudice Australia's relatioa with
other-countries or for any other reasoa.

Evidence of "outstanding universal value", as available to us, would
appear to be as follows:-

1. ° The Australian Heritage Commission has listed the area on the
" National State Register.

The Australian Heritage Commission is at present preparing a
:submxssxon to the Federal Government in relation to placing the
area on the World Heritage List.

3 The World Uilderness Congress, held in Cairns in 1980, sought the
" creation of a large national park from Cooktown to the Daiantree
River. -

4. The Queensland Government declared the area a national park in
) 1981.
. |

3. The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural

: Resources has included the Cape York Peninsula and Queeansland
Rainforest region in its inventory of natural sites of World
Heritage significance.

This evidence suggests that the area could be considered as of

"outstanding universal value' pursuant to Article 2 of the Convention.
In. add1t1on, the area could be identified as of "outstanding universal
"value" in relation to the definition of "sites" in Article 1. 1In
partlcular, "areas including archaeological sites which are of
outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethmological
or anthropelogical points of view.

Section 6(2)(e) can provide a basis for a proclamation where eV1dence is
adduced firstly, that the property is a part of the heritage
distinctive of the Australian nation by ‘reason of its aesthetic,
hxstorLC scientific, or social significance or by reasons of its
1nternat1ona1 or national renoun. Secondly, the section requires that
by reasons of the lack or xnadequacy of other available means for its
protection or conservation, it is peculiarly appropriate that measures
be .taken by the Parliament and Governmeat of Australia. We are mindful
of the fact that the majority of the High Court in Commonwealth of
Australia v. State of Tasmania (1982-3) 46 A.L.R. 625 cast some doubt of
the constitutional validity of section 6(2)(e), but did not express a
conclusxve view of nationhood power in relatxon to this provxsxon of the
~Act. Specified, the available evidence suggests that it is at least
.arguable that the property 'is part of the heritage distinctive of the
‘Australian nation or in aesthetic, historic, scientific aad social
significance. The aesthetic and scientific significance seems to be
unquestioned. Ward, is her article "Cape Tribulation" in 9(2)

Legal Services Bullétin 67 and 68, argues that the section would also
support the proclamation, on the basis of the areas of social and
historic significaace to the local Aboriginal people to use the area for
‘gathering traditional foods and for fishing.
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If indeed the Federal Government has the power to intervene in the.
dispute, the Executive of this Association is not aware of any legal
reason why the Government should not exercise its power, given the
apparent obligatioas of the Government under the World Heritage
Convention.

Yours faithfully,

SIMON R. -MOLESWORTH
National President

c.c. The Hon. Barry Cohen, M.P.
Minister for Home Affairs and Environment

Mr. Peter Miltom, M.P. 5
Chairman i
House of Representatives Environment Committee




27 March, 1985

The Hon. B. Cohen, MP
Minister for Arts, Heritage
& Environment

Parliament House

Canbsrra ACT 2600

Dear Minister

re: WORLD HERITAGE LISTING
OF NEW SOUTH WALES' RAINFORESTS

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales strongly urges you to
take whatever action is necessary to submit the nomination of MNew South
Wales' rainforests for World Heritage Listing to the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee.

We understand our letter to Mr Hawke of 22 Fecbruary, 1985, on this matter
has been referred to you. In that letter, we expresscd our dismay and
concern at the failure of the Federal Government to submit the nomination
by 31 December, 1984.

As the situation now stande, we believe the best course of action to achieve
the aims of the nomination is for the Federal Government to submit it to
the Vorld Heritage Committee forthwith.

We urge you to take all necessary actions to do this irmediately.

Yours sincerely

Judy lesser
CHAIRPERSON



OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

97 MAR 1385

25 MAR 1985
Ms J. Messer
Chairperson :
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW
399 Pitt Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Ms Messer

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for your
correspondence of 22 February 1985, on behalf of The
Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales, relating
to the nomination for World Heritage Listing of New
Scouth Wales' rainforests.

Your comments have been noted and your correspondence
referred to the Minister for Arts, Heritage and
Environment, the Hon. Barry Cohen, with a request that
he arrange for a reply to you on behalf of the
Government.

Yours sincerely

s I e

{Lionel Bowen)
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister



27 March, 1985

The Hon. R.J.L. Hawke, AMC, MP
Prime Minister of Australia
Parliament Homge

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Hawke

re: WORLD HERITAGE LISTING
OF NEW SOUTH WALES' RAINFORESTS

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales strongly urges the Federal
Government to submit the nomination of New South Wales' rainforests for
World Heritage Listing to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee immediately.

In our previous letter to you of 22 February, 1985, we expressed our dismay
and concern at the failure of the Federal Government to submit the nomination
to the World Heritage Committee by 31 December, 1984,

In view of the situation as it now stands, we believe the best course of
action is for the Federal Government to submit the nomination forthwith.
We urge you to take whatever action is necessary to do this,

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAIRFPERSON
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22 February, 1985

The Hon. R. J. L. Hawke, A.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Austrilia
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Prime Minister

The Nature Conservation Council of Hew South Wales is extremely concerned
by the actions of the Federal Government in relation to the nomination for
World Heritage Listing of New South Wales! rainforests, prepared by the
New South Wales Government, and by the failure of the Federal Government
to provide a credible explanation of what has occurred.

The initiative for nomination was made by Mr Wran in the course of the last
State Ekection. This cormitment was publicly affirmed on a number of
occasions and was the subject of a special debate én the New South Wales'
parliament. Ample notice of intent was therefore given. It is our clear
understanding that it was the New South Wales'Government's anticipation

that the nomination be considered by the International Committee in September,
1985, thus requiring that the nomination be received in Paris by

31 December, 1984.

In these circumstances, 1f the Federal Goverrment reguired the nomination
for its consideration at some earlier specified date, we are sure thsttbbe
New South Wales Government would have met such requirements. It is our
understanding that, at least at officer level, the Federal Dapprtment of
Arts, Heritage and the Environment, was kept informed of the progress with
the nomination and had access to a draft well before the final document
was forwarded to Canberra. In these circumstances, we fail to understand
the apparent surprise at receiving the nomination in late December.

Even so, it should surely have been possible to submit the nomination to

the World Heritage Committee by 31 December with a provisd that it might,

on further consideration by the Federal Government, be withdrawn. Such

a procedure would nawe permitted the Nomination to be considered in September,
1985, without prejudicing the Federal Govermment's responstibilities of
evaluation,

The press release, issued on 1 January, 1985, in response to statements

by The Wilderness Soclety, contalns comments which gochild and have been
interpreted by some as implying inadequacies in the New South Wales' nomin-
ation. Any insinuation that the nomination did not include an inventory

of the flora and fauna of the nominated sites, or that it did not adequately
define the ncominated sites iatéthally incorrect. Such implied criticisms

are both unwarranted and uncalled for. We are unaware of any further ritease
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The Hon, R. J. L, Hawke, A.C., M.P. 22 February, 1985

clarifying the damaging statement, and call upon the Department to make
such a press release withdrawing any suggestion of technical inadequaciles
in the New South Wales' nomination.

Notwithstanding the passing of the deadline, we call upon the Federal
Government to explore every avenue by which the nomination may possible

be considered in 1985. If, after exhausting all possible avenues, this
proves impossible, we would seek a categorical assurance that the nomination
will be forwarddd to Paris for consideration in September, 1986.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer

CHAIRPERSON
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TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE-

18 Argyle St., Sydney, N.S.W. 2000. Phene 27 4714
6th March, 1985.

Dear jq o 7/

NSW Rainforest Nomination
to World Heritage List

I am writing to keep you up to date on our letter to the Federal
government about the rainforest nomination.

A large number of replies have been received from 'ALP Federal and
State MP's, almost all of whom referred the letter to the Minister.
The following were very supportive:

NSW: G. Peterson, H. Moore, G. Irwin, D. Bowman, M. Knight,
M. Lee, S. Neilly, P. Baldwin. '

C'wealth: G. McIlwaine, R. Tickner, P. Milton. E. Fitzgibbon,
S. Martin. Senators M. Macklin, A. Geitzelt.

Others were:
NSW: R. Mulock, P. Whelan, R. Debus, J. Price, P. Hills.

C'wealth: R. Chynoweth, M. Maher, J. Snow, J. Dawkins, L. Bowen,
‘ J. Kerin, M. Young, J. Langmore, G. Hand, P. Staples,
B. Hawke, T. Lamb, G. Gear, Senators B. Childs, Evans,

Crowley.

On the 24th January I received a telephone call from the Hon. B.
Cohen in regard to our letter. He felt the letter was "very harsh";
that the fault lay in the late lodgment by the State government

and he had been ill. However I did not detect any opposition to
the nomination.

With regard to the lodgment question, I requesfed information from
the Department of Environment and Planning and this is enclosed,

*as is a letter from Gerry Hand for your information.

Yours faithfully,

3

ff AnGel
Assistant Director
Total Environment Centre.
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Department of Environment and Planning

. ’ . Remington Centre

. 175 Liverpoo! Street, Sydney 20 -
Mrc. J. Angel, Box 3927 GP.O. Sycney 2001
Assistant Director, . DX, 15 Sydney
Total Environment Centre, - ' '
18 Argyle Street, ' lelephone. [02) 26& 711 €41

SYDNEY. 2000 00
.Conlact:

: Qur relerence

Your relerence: :

Dear Mr. Angel, . . FEB ?Q,i‘-"?
. - N ~
Nomination of N.S.W. Rainforests for L
Inclusion in 'the World Heritage List iz
Reference is made to your letter dated 25th January, j}
1985 regarding the abovementioned subject, TE
In your letter you requested advice regarding the chronology .és
relating to the passage of the nomination of the N.S.W. 3
rainforests between the N.S.W. and Commonwealth Government. 2o
The chronology in this matter is as follows: * W
a) 8th May, 1984: Premier writes to Prime Minister i
advising of intention to nominate N.S.W. rainforests s
for inclusion in the World Heritage List. ivhy
b) S5th June, 1984: Premier writes to Prime Minister jﬁ
| advising of resolution of the N.S.W. Legislative Lf
Assembly on 23rd May, 1984 supporting the nomination @
of N.S.W. rainforests for inclusion in the World i
Heritage List. o)
‘.;‘.‘:a".*
c) 29th November, 1984: Department of Environment and ﬁﬁ
Planning forwards six copies of the final draft of 5@
the nomination to the Department of llome Affairs .;’.:,
‘and Environment by courier, : ﬁﬁ
%
4§
d) 13th December, 1984: Premier sends copy of nomination Qﬁ
to Prime Minister by courier. %g
e} 18th December, 1984: DEP sends Executive Summary ﬁﬁ
of nomination to Department c¢£f Artes, Hevritage and A
Environment following request for a summary of the g%
5

nomination form by the Commcnwealth.

&
1l

£) 24th December, 1984: Copies of text delivered by'
courier to Department of Home Affairs and Environment
in final form for transmission to UNESCO,

2
g
¢

Yours sincerely,

P N e B Ay § S YR N W



= . PARLIAMENT QF AUSTRALIA 200 ELGIN STREET
PR TATIV CARLTON, VIC, 3053
HOUSE ©OF RE ESENTA ES TEL. 103) 347 5000

GERRY HMAND, M.P.
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MELBOURNE,

21 February 1985

T e et LYy i e AR e A it (AP A T T o T LTS

Mr Jeflf Anpgel

iz
Al c/- 18 Arpgyle Street
U SYNNEY 7000
S
W Dear Me Angeal
On hehalf of Gﬁrry fland T would l1ike to thank you ler yonr recent

leLter concernlng Lhe World dleritiape Nomlnatlon off six ratnforoent
areas in New South Wales. '

While I can understand your concern, my information from the-Minister
indicates that the situatien is not precisely as you have described
it in your letter. :

L T O P A A D el

While it is true ﬁhat the Federal Government was unable to proceed

"

ﬁ with the Nomination by the deadline you mentioned this does not

g infer that the Federal Government 1s opposing or delaying the

% Nomination. In fagt, the Minister has stated quite categorically

4 that he supports the New South Wales recommendation and that he will
e be strongly advocating 1ts acceptance by Cabinet., It is expected

L that the matter will be raised before Cablinet in the immediate future.
% My understanding of the reasons for the delay relate to the timing

54

L

of receipt by the Minister of the New South Wales recommendation.

(4

:

As Parliament was in recess at the time and there were no Cabinet
meetings planned, the Minister had no choice but to hold over the
Nomination until such time as a decision could be made by the Cabinet.
Because such action of nominating an area for World Heritage status
imposes financial obligations on and by the Commonwealth Government,
the Minister is not able to propose a nomination to the World Heritage
Committee without prior Cabinet approval.

hit

(NPl
NN

But the main point, as already stated, is that the Minister supports
the Nomination and he will be seeking Cabinet agreement shortly.

Yours sincerely

-

4 e -
—

NE CARNEGIE
Electoral Officer

(for Gerry Hand MP)




15 January, 1985

The Hon. R.J. Hawke, AC,
Prime Minister of Australia
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Hawke

re N.S.W. BAINFORESTS - NOMINATION TO WORLD
HERITAGE COMMITTEE

Rollowing press reports in the "Age" and "Canberra Times" regarding the
Federal Government's failure to nominate N.S.W. rainforests to the World
Heritage Committee, the NCC on 4 January telexed both you and the Minister
for Arts, Heritage and Environment, Mr Cohen, seeking an explanation and
clarification of the situation.

In response, we have received a telex which quotes a press release of
1 January. .

We find this response totally unsatisfactory.

In the first instance, we are unclear as to who suthorized the press release,
which refers to an anonymous spokesperson for Mr Cohen. It is our understanding
that at the time of the release Mr Cohen was, unfortunately, on sick leave

and that Mr Brown was the Acting Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Environment.
Was the press release muthorized by either Mr Cohen or Mr Brown? or, if not,

was it approved by a Minister of your Government?

The press release attacks Mr Ralph Lindsey of the Wilderness Society, in
strong terms, and claims to "set the record stralght" ~ something which

the release singularly fails to do. The statement claims that Mr Lindsey's
statement had been "fanciful and untrue". It would sppear to us that in

all essential details Mr Lindsey had been correct and that if anything could
be described by these perjorative terms, it would be the press release.

The Premier of N.S.W., Mr Wran, announced his intention to nominate N.S.W.
rainforests to the World Heritage Committee during the 1984 State Election
ahdthe Government's intention was confirmed after the election during a

debate in State Parliement. Subsequent statements by the Premler and the NSE,.HW,
Minister for Planning and the Environment further evidenced the resolve of the
Government in this matter. At no time was any impression given other than

that the N.S.W. Government intended that the nomination be considered at

the 1985 Meeting of the World Heritage Committee.

We do not doubt that in preparing its nomination, the N,S.W. Government
paid full attention to the need to include full inventories of the biota
of the nominated sites and that these sites would have been adequately surveyed.
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With respect to N.S.W. rainforests, we do not see the relevance of the
implication ¢fi the press release of the need to co-ordinate the approaches

of different States. YOur Government has already made it amply clear that

it will not go against the wishes of States &n proposing nominations,whhile
the Premier of Queensland has been adamant in his opposition to nominate

any Queensland sites., In these circumstances, it would appear that there

1s no possibility of nomination of Queensland rainforests. The tropical
rainforests of Northern Queensland are of outstanding importance, well worthy
of World Heritage status, and we regret the inability of gher Government

to nominate thems nevetheless, we recognize that if our rainforests are

to be nominated in the foreseeable future then they will be restricted to
those in N.S.W. and we applaud Mr Wran for his initiative in moving to secure
the nomination of sites.

In addition, it must be pointed out &bht the N,S.W. and Queensland rainforests
cannot beeseen as alternatives for nomination, The N.S.W. rainforests are
unigue and the case for their nomination stands on its own merits. New

South Wales contains internationally significant areas of cool and warm
temppeafiterainforests - vegetation types scarcely developed in Queensland

- as well as sub-tropical rainforests very different in species composition
from examples in northern Queensland.

Although the Conservation movement has, on occasion, had cause to disagree

with the New SoWtih Wales Labor Government, the present administration's

record in the field of conservation is outstanding and the Premier's personal
commitment to conservation undoubted. The handling of the N.S.H. rainforest
nomination by your Government brings into question the degree of 1its tommitment
to conservation of our ocutstanding natural heritage.

We seek your assurance that your Government remains committed to working
co-operatively withthke State Government over conservation matters.

In conclusion, alihough‘the final deadline for submissions to the 1985 World
Heritage Committee meeting has now passed, we urge you to explore, through
all available diplomatic channels, the possibility of securing an extension
so that the N.S.W. nomination can be forwarded for consideration in September.

Yours sincerely

Judy Messer
CHAPRPERSON

ccs  HheNHon. N. K. Wran,



Daintree World
Heritage Rainforests

The Daintree Rainforest region is one of the most
beautiful in the world. These rainforests have been
proposed as a world heritage site running in a narrow
strip from Townsville to Cooktown, parallel to the Great
Barrier Reef. At Cape Tribulation the tropical rainforest
descends from high mountain peaks to overhang pristine
beaches with fringing coral reefs just off-shore. At
Downey Creek, south of Cairns, the rainforest trces have
reached immense proportions.

Theregion has been described as a ‘living museum’ and
as a ‘tropical paradise’. The forests are alive with
wildlife such as the many possums, the tree-kangaroos,
colourful pigeons and large butterflies. The rainforests
are made up of more than a thousand species of plants of
which lianas and palms give the distinctive tropical
appearance. Large, brightly-coloured fruits form from
often equally stunning flowers. The fruits provide food for
birds, bats and the marsupials. These tropics produce an
abundance of life-forms found nowhere else.

The Daintree rainforests contain more ancient plant
families than anywhere else in the world. Scientists
believe that this region is where flowering plants evolved
and hence the Daintree rainforests have been called the
‘birth-place’ of flowers. These forests have existed in the
region for more than 100 million years. Several plant
species have remained unchanged in that time. All
scientific opinion, including that from Australian
government departments, has stated that the rainforests
are definitely of world heritage quality and should be
preserved as such.

Reef and Rainforest

4

The Threats

About 70% of the Daintree rainforests are controlled
by the Queensland forestry commission and are
threatened by logging. Downey Creek rainforests
began to be logged when the road was being built
through the Cape Tribulation National Park, in
1984, The Windsor Tablelands rainforest above the
Cape Tribulation coastline is also being logged.
Many other pristine rainforests will face the chain
saw in the next few years. The Cape Tribulation to
Bloomfield road, which was bludgeoned through the
National Park, has severely damaged the rare coastal
rainforest and the subsequent siltation is causing the
death of the Daintree fringing reefs, which are a part
of the World Heritage Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park. The road should be revegetated. Real estate
development, a major reason for the controversial
road, has subdivided large areas of rainforest and
more are to be cleared. Licenses to mine have been
granted in several places. Rainforest is also being
cleared for power lines to potential gaudy tourist
developments, hobby farms, and agriculture.

The attitude of the Queensland government is the
greatest threat to the forests. The state government’s
approach to National Parks and rainforest is
vindictive and spiteful. Many people believe that the
Cape Tribulation to Bloomfield road was built
mainly as a political exercise to try to draw the
Australian government into a public brawl before
the 1984 federal election. The state government
announced when the road building began that it was
commencing rainforest destruction in four other
areas. Even rainforests within National Parks are not
‘safe’ in Queensiand. The Premier, Sir Joh
Bjelke-Petersen, has stated that ‘‘not one more
square inch of Queensland would be world
heritage”.

Endangered forests

Protection

The only security these rainforests can have is if they
are put on the United Nations World Heritage Listby
the Commonwealth government. This means that
they become protected by international law. The
High Court of Australia has confirmed that the
World Heritage Convention gives the Australian
government power to stop a state government

from vandalising or destroying a World Heritage
area. In this way the Franklin River and the Great
Barrier Reef are protected. If the Australian
government doesn’t proceed with the world heritage
powers, the rainforests stay at the mercy of the
Queensland government.

Your “SAVE
DAINTREE” job list

Itisn’t a silly concept to think that an individual can
“Save Daintree’. The work of thousands of individuals
working separately and with The Wilderness Society
eventually forced the Australian government of the day to
take action that ‘Saved the Franklin River’.

Politicians usually regard that, for each letter of protest
they receive, there are another 100 people who think the
same and will vote accordingly; thus your letter has the
impact of a hundred.

Here’s what you can do:

Tick each task as completed.

[0 Write a letter to the Prime Minister (see overleal),

O Keep informed.

O Join The Wilderness Society.

{0 Show the ‘Bellamy’s Daintree’ video to family, friends
and colleagues. {Available from TWS)

O Write to a newspaper(s) expressing your concern at the
destruction,

0 Write/visit your local member.

OO Make an urgent donation to the Daintree Campaign.

Help spread the
word,



Letter to the Prime
Minister

Belowisadrafiletter to Mr Hawke. Ltis more cffective if
you scphrase in your own words. A short hand-written
letter is as good as a long typed version,
ADDRESS: The Prime Minister
’ Hon. R.J. Hawke
] Parliament House
Canberra, ACT 2600

ﬁ .

Dear Mr Hawkse,

I am writing to you to express my deep
concern at the continuing destruction of the wet
tropical rainforests. I am even more alarmed that
the senseloga destructivi Ly the Cape ITibulation
to Bloomifisld road is silting the Daintree fringing
Teefs and will continue each year when the road
has to be reconstructed.

This situation is just not good enough.
Australia has an international obligation to
protect the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage
Marine Park. It also has the moral and
constitutional responsibility to protect the
Daintree rainforests which are unquestionably of
world heritage importance. I consider the
Government to be extremely negligent for
allowing this destruction to begin.

As road construction and rainforest logging
in places like Downey Creek and Cape Tribulation
is planned to continue, will your Governrent
proceed with the World Heritage nomination of
these Daintree rainforests? If not, your
Government's inaction is condoning the
destruction of Australia’s priceless world heritage.
I will never vote for a party that allows such
vandalism to oceur when it has the power to stop
it. The same legislative processes and moral
obligation that stopped the Franklin Dam can be
used to save the Daintree rainforests. I urge you to
use them.

Yours sincerely,

The Wilderness

Society ==
Membership

By being a member you will be supporting the Daintree
campaign and be kept informed on the issue. TWS needs
your support to continue its vital role in preserving
Australia’s nawural heritage.

Dm” : b} ]

Rosf and Rainforest

Membership categories
Tick

relevant
hox:

] $22
] s27
0 s27
] s13

(] $550

Regular
Houschold
Organisation
Concession {unemployed, student,
pensioner) . . . or what you can afford.
Life

Address

TWS (NSW) 362 Pitc Street, Sydney 2000
Ph: (02) 267 7929, :

TWS (QId) 66 Turbot Strect, Brisbane 4000.
Ph: (07) 229 4178.

TWS (VIC) 55 Hardware Lane, Melbourne 3000.
Ph: (03) 67 5220.

TWS (SA) 291 A Rundle Street, Adelaide 5000.
Ph: (08) 223 6917.

TWS (National) 130 Davey Street, Hobart 7000.
(002) 34 9366.

S
“The region is really a priceless and
irreplaceable possession of mankind
asa whole. A disturbance and destruction of
the tropical rainforest region of north
Queensland would be a global fraud . . .”
Peter Endress, Professor of Botany,
University of Zurich.
World heritage referee.

WL

WORLD
HERITAGE
RAINFORESTS

=
A LDIONISS
' SOCIETY
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10th January, 1985.

Mr John Whitehouse

Department of Environment
and Planning

Liverpool Street

Sydney NSW 2000.

Dear John,
As requested, please find attachdddopies of the telex that we sent to
Or Cohen and Mr Hawke eep the fallure of the Federal Government to paas

on by 31st Hecember the nomination of NSW Rainforest areas for World H
Heritage Listing and the repdy we received from Mr Cohen's office.

Regards,

Pam Eiser,



Nature Conservation Council of NSW
399 Pitt St.
Svdney 20600

"Friends,

The Rainforest Information Centre would like to become
a registered charity or else affiliate with an existing
nature conservation charity (see enclosed letter from
the Department of Finance).

We are not quite sure what affiliation would involve,
and were wondering whether perhaps vou have already

dealt with this question in relation to other organisations
which have become affiliated with vou?

c ]
Yours sincerely

ol G

D
John Seed (directnr)

.-:'.,.,V - l?‘{) i,
MBS 7>




P. Manoukian, ,

NSW Government Department of Finance
BoX 5285 GPO

Svdney 2001

S

vour reference: C.C. 26306

e

T, 3, :_.. (o 1 _‘K _‘.:\: ._". \ b, ) ' WA “A \ 5 ‘ \‘ \ \
. v \‘:\ "Ql. A SRR

Dear Sir,

N

Thank vou for vour reply of 20.12.

I have written to the organisations which you mention
in your third paragraph to find out whether affiliation
is possible as per vour sugqgestion.

There is some further information that you mav be able
to help me with: Is it possible for 1. a non-profit
organisation or 2. a registered charity to engage in
business {(rather than conducting lotteries, sav) in
order Lo raise money for its Programmes? In our case,
we have several voluntiers who are builders, carpenters
etc. who would donate time to thz Centre and we are
considering setting up a business making furniture. Is
this a legitinate fund-raising activity? would we have
Lo pay tax on the income?

i look forward to vour reply.

sincerely

e ., .

f* g“%@&‘%ﬁ 4$ mef“'”,
B Gl W A N
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Department of Finance

. . Box 5285 G.P.0.
121 Macquarie Street Sydney 2001
Sydney, NSW 2000 DX 22 Sydney

Mrs, Greta Seed,

Bodhi Farm,
THE_CHANNON. N.S.W. 2480 94.

-

Contact; P. Manoukian

Qur reference; C.C.26306
v 20529
Telephone: 2-Db-Le

Extension; XXX XX
244

20th December, 1984.

* -

. -
-y
1

Dear Madam, ’ N -

Re: Rainforest Information Centre.

I refer to the application for the abovenamed organisation
to be registered as a charity under the Charitable Collection
hcot, 1934.

Under the provisions of the Act, the Minister may refuse to
register any charity if he is satisfied that certain conditions
apply in respect of the application. One of these is that the
purpose of the proposed charity is already covered by an existing
charity. ‘
Similar charities already registered are the Conservation Society
of N.S.W,.; National Parks Association, Nature Conservation
Council of N.S.W. apd National Parks and Wildlife Foundation.

o
In view of the above, 'could you please advise the Department
whether your group may seek affiliation with the existing
Charities so as to enable furtherance of its aims, or whether
it would find objection to such a proposal. 1 .
Also to be considered in the running of your Association as a
non-profit organisation and, in this respect, the attached
leaflet may be of assistance, :

Yours faithfully, :

for Secretary.

.




